
why read?
Ray Bradbury wrote a novel set in the future called Fahrenheit 451 
where firefighters burned books. However, Bradbury said there was no 
need to burn books if people refused to read them in the first place. We 
have become such an entertainment culture that reading is becoming a 
lost art. It doesn’t need to be. Christianity was unique among religions 
of the time aside from Judaism for being a religion of the book. 
Reading is important. Scripture grounds us, informs us, inspires us, 
and connects us to God. Beyond Scripture, there are other great minds 
who have interacted with Scripture throughout the ages as well. When 
read alongside Scripture (not instead of), these writings can help us 
understand and apply in different ways. Reading connects us with the 
past and prepares us for the future.  

In the Bible.
Acts 17:10-11 
The brothers immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to Berea, 
and when they arrived they went into the Jewish synagogue. 11 Now 
these Jews were more noble than those in Thessalonica; they received 
the word with all eagerness, examining the Scriptures daily to see if 
these things were so.  



Joshua 8:34-35 
34 And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessing and the 
curse, according to all that is written in the Book of the Law. 35 There 
was not a word of all that Moses commanded that Joshua did not read 
before all the assembly of Israel, and the women, and the little ones, 
and the sojourners who lived among them. 

Questions.
1.) Why is reading the Bible important for a Jesus follower? 
2.) What can different types of reading do to benefit your Christian 
walk? 
3.) Do you read and encourage those around you to read? What are 
some resources/methods that help you get into Scripture? 

Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live?  




