
surrendering dreams.
Having control is so great. 
It means we get to do our things in our way and in our timing. It means 
everything goes correctly because we are clearly very smart and 
capable. It means order. It means perfection. 
 
Unfortunately, it's also an illusion. 
 
Control seems nice, but ultimately we need to surrender that control 
over our lives and replace it with a question: What do You want for me, 
God? 
Because holding tight to dreams and plans that God has asked us to 
release - that results in confusion, bitterness, anger, and exhaustion. 
But stepping into what God has for us - that results in freedom and 
confidence and purpose. 
 
David wanted to build a temple for the Lord. And this was a great 
dream! But God had different plans, and the magnificent temple 
eventually came to pass through David's son, Solomon.  
 
David listened and set the dream aside. Did he lose his chance at being 
used by God? Not at all! God used David in countless other ways to 
reach millions of people throughout time with his stories, Psalms, and 
lineage.



2 Samuel 7:2 
The king summoned Nathan the prophet. “Look,” David said, “I am 
living in a beautiful cedar palace, but the Ark of God is out there in a 
tent!” 
3 Nathan replied to the king, “Go ahead and do whatever you have in 
mind, for the Lord is with you.” 
4 But that same night the Lord said to Nathan, 
5 “Go and tell my servant David, ‘This is what the Lord has declared: 
Are you the one to build a house for me to live in? 6 I have never lived 
in a house, from the day I brought the Israelites out of Egypt until this 
very day. I have always moved from one place to another with a tent 
and a Tabernacle as my dwelling. 7 Yet no matter where I have gone 
with the Israelites, I have never once complained to Israel’s tribal 
leaders, the shepherds of my people Israel. I have never asked them, 
“Why haven’t you built me a beautiful cedar house?”’ 
 
2 Samuel 7:11-28 
“‘Furthermore, the Lord declares that he will make a house for you—a 
dynasty of kings! 12 For when you die and are buried with your 
ancestors, I will raise up one of your descendants, your own offspring, 
and I will make his kingdom strong. 13 He is the one who will build a 
house—a temple—for my name. And I will secure his royal throne 
forever. 14 I will be his father, and he will be my son. 
 
Hebrews 11:32, 39-40 
And what more shall I say? I do not have time to tell about Gideon, 
Barak, Samson and Jephthah, about David and Samuel and the 
prophets... 
39 These were all commended for their faith, yet none of them received 
what had been promised, 40 since God had planned something better 
for us so that only together with us would they be made perfect. 

In the bible.



1.) What sticks out to you about David's story? 
2.) What sticks out to you in these verses? 
3.) Are there any dreams you're holding tightly to? Have you ever
offered those to God? 
4.) What are some steps we can take/prayers we can pray to begin to
be in line with God's desires? 
 
What questions do you have? 
 
Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions:  
1. What does this tell you about God?  
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world?  
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live? 

Questions.

Isaiah 55:8-9 
For my thoughts are not your thoughts, 
   neither are your ways my ways, declares the Lord. 
For as the heavens are higher than the earth, 
   so are my ways higher than your ways 
   and my thoughts than your thoughts. 


