
restoring our ability to dream.
Coby thought God wanted her to open a coffee shop to support 
adoption. But after plenty of setbacks including money issues and the 
building literally being torn down... it seemed like God didn't want this to 
happen after all. 
It just wasn't in the cards. 
She let the dream rest. 
 
But God wasn't done. He had things to do in the waiting. He had things 
to do in Coby's heart, in the hearts of her family, in the heart of the 
community. 
After years of waiting and wondering, God restored her ability to dream. 
Now the Empty Cup Coffeehouse is exactly where He wants it, 
providing hope and resources for people adopting, and delicious coffee 
for the rest of us. 
 
God may not work in our timing. Dreaming with God requires constant 
surrender - praying that we desire God more than the dream, praying 
that He can be enough for us, asking that it can ultimately all be done 
for His glory and not ours. 
It may not look the way we expect. It may not happen in the timing we 
anticipated. But if God is for it, He will be faithful to complete it. 
 
Take heart. 



1 Samuel 1:10-11 
Hannah was in deep anguish, crying bitterly as she prayed to the Lord. 
11 And she made this vow: “O Lord of Heaven’s Armies, if you will look 
upon my sorrow and answer my prayer and give me a son, then I will 
give him back to you. He will be yours for his entire lifetime, and as a 
sign that he has been dedicated to the Lord, his hair will never be cut.” 
 
1 Samuel 1:24-28 
When the child was weaned, Hannah took him to the Tabernacle in 
Shiloh. They brought along a three-year-old bull for the sacrifice and a 
basket of flour and some wine. 25 After sacrificing the bull, they brought 
the boy to Eli. 26 “Sir, do you remember me?” Hannah asked. “I am the 
very woman who stood here several years ago praying to the Lord. 27 I 
asked the Lord to give me this boy, and he has granted my request. 28 
Now I am giving him to the Lord, and he will belong to the Lord his 
whole life.” And they worshiped the Lord there. 
 
Deuteronomy 31:6 
Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of 
them, for the LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you 
nor forsake you. 
 
Psalm 34:4-7 
I prayed to the Lord, and he answered me. 
   He freed me from all my fears. 
Those who look to him for help will be radiant with joy; 
   no shadow of shame will darken their faces. 
In my desperation I prayed, and the Lord listened; 
   he saved me from all my troubles. 
For the angel of the Lord is a guard; 
   he surrounds and defends all who fear him. 

In the bible.



1.) What can we learn from Coby and Hannah about dreaming? 
2.) Have you ever had a dream you felt like was from God? What 
happened with and through that? 
3.) In the midst of dreaming and waiting - what are some things God 
promises? (Some are found in the verses above.) 
4.) Have you ever walked through a period of waiting? How did God 
grow you/what did He teach you? 
 
Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live? 

Questions.


