
Relationships restored.
Relationships can be messy. 
Relationships can be messy because humans aren’t perfect. 
Humans aren’t perfect even though we really really want them to be. 
Humans aren’t perfect even though we often expect them to be. 
And this makes relationships messy. 
 
Paul and Barnabas were both great guys who loved the Lord and loved 
His people and loved each other. And they still had a messy 
relationship. They fought and split ways, breaking an incredible 
partnership. 
It was messy - but what’s beautiful about Paul and Barnabus’s falling 
out, is that they didn’t sit in bitterness their entire lives. They didn’t bad 
talk the other. They didn’t undermine decisions or spread rumors. 
 
We don’t know all the details following their argument and split. It’s not 
tied up in a neat little Christian bow. 
We do know there was respect.There was mutual understanding that 
they were both beloved children of God on the same mission. There 
was love, even when there was no longer specific partnership. 
 
What could happen in our messy relationships if we shifted our 
perspectives from “us vs them” to “God loves both of us a ton”? What 
kind of miraculous healing could take place?



Acts 15:36-39 
Some time later Paul said to Barnabas, “Let us go back and visit the 
believers in all the towns where we preached the word of the Lord and 
see how they are doing.” 37 Barnabas wanted to take John, also called 
Mark, with them, 38 but Paul did not think it wise to take him, because 
he had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not continued with them in 
the work. 39 They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted 
company. Barnabas took Mark and sailed for Cyprus, 40 but Paul 
chose Silas and left, commended by the believers to the grace of the 
Lord. 
 
2 Timothy 4:11 
Only Luke is with me. Get Mark and bring him with you, because he is 
helpful to me in my ministry 
 
2 Corinthians 13:11 
Finally, brothers and sisters, rejoice! Strive for full restoration, 
encourage one another, be of one mind, live in peace. And the God of 
love and peace will be with you. 

In the bible.



1.) What changed in Paul's perspective of Mark? 
2.) What can we glean from Paul and Barnabus's relationship? 
3.) What relationships in your life need healing? How can you begin to 
approach that process? 
 
Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live? 

Questions.


