
suffering and stories.
Paul knew about transformation. He had the epic kind of conversion 
story we all love to hear: 
 
"I was a murderer but through Jesus, now I am a missionary!" 
 
Paul definitely knew about transformation. He also knew the best part of 
his story wasn't that he had this radical transformation. The best part of 
his story was that he met Jesus. 
 
"What matters most to me is to finish what God started: the job the 
Master Jesus gave me of letting everyone I meet know all about this 
incredibly extravagant generosity of God." Acts 20:24 MSG 
 
Sometimes we meet Jesus and things don't get better. 
Paul stopped murdering Christians, but his life was no walk in the park. 
He was imprisoned. Often. He had what he referred to as a "thorn in his 
side." He had arguments with other Christian leaders. 
 
The best part of Paul's story wasn't a better life - it was God's grace. 
Like Paul, the best part of your story isn't that life got easy. It's not that 
you're finally happy or you kicked that habit. It's that Jesus loves you 
and saved you, knows you and comforts you, restores and redeems 
you. And that's worth sharing.



Acts 20:18-24 
When they arrived he declared, “You know that from the day I set foot 
in the province of Asia until now 19 I have done the Lord’s work humbly 
and with many tears. I have endured the trials that came to me from the 
plots of the Jews. 20 I never shrank back from telling you what you 
needed to hear, either publicly or in your homes. 21 I have had one 
message for Jews and Greeks alike—the necessity of repenting from 
sin and turning to God, and of having faith in our Lord Jesus. 
 
22 “And now I am bound by the Spirit to go to Jerusalem. I don’t know 
what awaits me, 23 except that the Holy Spirit tells me in city after city 
that jail and suffering lie ahead. 24 But my life is worth nothing to me 
unless I use it for finishing the work assigned me by the Lord Jesus— 
the work of telling others the Good News about the wonderful grace of 
God. 
 
John 16:33 
“I have told you these things, so that in me you may have peace. In this 
world you will have trouble. But take heart! I have overcome the world.” 
 
Psalm 107:2 
Has the Lord redeemed you? Then speak out! 
Tell others he has redeemed you from your enemies. 
 

In the bible.



1.) When and how did you meet Jesus? 
2.) What part of your story can point people to Jesus? 
3.) According to Acts 20, how did Paul respond to suffering for the 
Gospel? Why do you think that is? 
 
 
Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live? 

Questions.


