
that holy spirit.
The early church started with a bang. Well, technically it was really 
more of a blaze. The Holy Spirit descended via tongues of fire, took up 
residence in their hearts, and started making waves.  
 
The early church in Acts is riddled with stories of radical healing, great 
boldness, and insane generosity - all in the name of Jesus and through 
the power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
The same Holy Spirit that rocked the early church, the same Holy Spirit 
that raised Jesus from the dead, that same Holy Spirit lives in you and 
is active in our church and hearts and city. We too can be empowered 
to live boldly, give sacrificially, and confidently ask for healing.  
 
How does this start? Ask. 
Pray. Take actual unhurried, intentional time to do so. Seek community 
who can support and encourage you when you feel that "nudge" from 
the Holy Spirit. And then trust that the God of the miracles in the early 
church really truly is the same God we worship and follow today. 



Acts 3:3-8 
When [the crippled man] saw Peter and John about to enter, he asked 
them for some money. 
4 Peter and John looked at him intently, and Peter said, “Look at us!” 5 
The lame man looked at them eagerly, expecting some money. 6 But 
Peter said, “I don’t have any silver or gold for you. But I’ll give you what 
I have. In the name of Jesus Christ the Nazarene, get up and walk!” 
7 Then Peter took the lame man by the right hand and helped him up. 
And as he did, the man’s feet and ankles were instantly healed and 
strengthened. 8 He jumped up, stood on his feet, and began to walk! 
Then, walking, leaping, and praising God, he went into the Temple with 
them. 
 
Acts 4:7-10 
They brought in the two disciples and demanded, “By what power, or in 
whose name, have you done this?” 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers and elders 
of our people, 9 are we being questioned today because we’ve done a 
good deed for a crippled man? Do you want to know how he was 
healed? 10 Let me clearly state to all of you and to all the people of 
Israel that he was healed by the powerful name of Jesus Christ the 
Nazarene, the man you crucified but whom God raised from the dead.  
 
Acts 4:29-31 
And now, O Lord, hear their threats, and give us, your servants, great 
boldness in preaching your word. 30 Stretch out your hand with healing 
power; may miraculous signs and wonders be done through the name 
of your holy servant Jesus.” 
31 After this prayer, the meeting place shook, and they were all filled 
with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with boldness. 
 

In the bible.



1. What sticks out to you in these verses? 
2. What is your favorite characteristic of the early church? 
3. How can you start learning to trust, hear, and heed the nudgings of 
the Holy Spirit? 
 
Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live? 

Questions.

Acts 4:32-35 
All the believers were united in heart and mind. And they felt that what 
they owned was not their own, so they shared everything they had. 33 
The apostles testified powerfully to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus, 
and God’s great blessing was upon them all. 34 There were no needy 
people among them, because those who owned land or houses would 
sell them 35 and bring the money to the apostles to give to those in 
need.with the Holy Spirit. Then they preached the word of God with 
boldness. 
 


