
Filter coffee, not people.
If you ever find yourself at Third Creek Coffee on Sutherland Ave., you'll 
see a sign on the door that reads: "Filter coffee, not people." 
 
Religion can often feel like something that filters and separates us. In 
particular, Christianity can be seen as very exclusive. The verse: "I am 
the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come to the Father except 
through me," does not leave a lot of room for interpretation, does it? 
 
We see in the parable of the sower, though, Jesus is all about inclusion. 
His message of grace, redemption, and salvation is for everyone. He's 
spreading that message to the rocks and the thorns and the path and 
the good soil - He's spreading it everywhere. Jesus knows some people 
will ignore it Him; some people won't understand Him; some people will 
flat our reject Him. 
But He still offers it. 
 
No one is too far gone for Jesus. No one has too much crap in their 
lives. No one has too rough of a past. No one is too cool or too good. 
No one is too rich or poor or rough or weak. The Gospel is for 
everyone. 
We are called to spread the good news and "ready the soil." Love 
through every rock and the thorn, allowing space for the Holy Spirit to 
take root and thrive. 



John 14:6 
Jesus told him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one can come 
to the Father except through me. 
 
Matthew 13:18-23 
“Now listen to the explanation of the parable about the farmer planting 
seeds: 19 The seed that fell on the footpath represents those who hear 
the message about the Kingdom and don’t understand it. Then the evil 
one comes and snatches away the seed that was planted in their 
hearts. 20 The seed on the rocky soil represents those who hear the 
message and immediately receive it with joy. 21 But since they don’t 
have deep roots, they don’t last long. They fall away as soon as they 
have problems or are persecuted for believing God’s word. 22 The seed 
that fell among the thorns represents those who hear God’s word, but 
all too quickly the message is crowded out by the worries of this life and 
the lure of wealth, so no fruit is produced. 23 The seed that fell on good 
soil represents those who truly hear and understand God’s word and 
produce a harvest of thirty, sixty, or even a hundred times as much as 
had been planted!” 
 
1 Peter 3:8-9 
8 Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with each other. 
Love each other as brothers and sisters. Be tenderhearted, and keep a 
humble attitude. 9 Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with insults 
when people insult you. Instead, pay them back with a blessing. 
 
Romans 5:8-9 
6 When we were utterly helpless, Christ came at just the right time and 
died for us sinners. 7 Now, most people would not be willing to die for 
an upright person, though someone might perhaps be willing to die for a 
person who is especially good. 8 But God showed his great love for us  
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1. What are some reasons people think Christianity is exclusive or 
narrow-minded? 
2. How does this parable and these verses refute that thought process? 
3. On Sunday, Pastor Adam referred to our call to "ready the soil." 
What do you think that means? 
4. What are some ways you can begin to do that?  
 
Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live? 

Questions.

by sending Christ to die for us while we were still sinners. 9 And since 
we have been made right in God’s sight by the blood of Christ, he will 
certainly save us from God’s condemnation. 


