
Plan B (8) 

What Do You Do When God Doesn’t Show Up the Way You 
Thought He Would? By Pete Wilson 

Darkness 

Back in 2000, my wife and I felt God calling us to Tennessee. We prayed long and hard 
about selling our house, quitting my job as a station manager for a Christian radio station and her 
teaching job, and leaving Florida for Nashville. We spent several months, seeking God and 
trusting that this was what He had called us to do.  

When the time came, I left my wife and daughter in Florida and took a position working 
for a friend of mine doing artist promotion and management. My wife finished the school year 
and our house sold within 2 weeks of going on the market. Not long after she got up here, I was 
offered a job producing two Christian radio shows, making more than her and I had made 
combined in Florida. She took a job teaching a private Christian school and we bought a house. 
Everything was going great and life was good. God was blessing us and we were about to adopt 
a second child. Then one Sunday night after the show, the CEO I’d helped hire called me into his 
office. “We are so grateful for all that you have done here and where you have taken the show,” 
he said, “but we feel that you were here for a season and that the season has ended. Please have 
your office cleaned out tomorrow while everyone is off and turn in your key.” I was blindsided. 

So many times in my Christian life I’ve heard the old expression, “God will never give 
you more than you can handle.” I’ve even said to to myself and others. It’s all cheery and nice, 
but not scriptural. “Here’s the truth—and this one is thoroughly biblical: throughout life you will 
face one situation after another that will be completely beyond what you can handle.”(Pete 
Wilson) Paul, in 2 Corinthians 12:7 calls it his “thorn in the flesh”. Scholars have debated for 
years as to what this was, but it was something more than he could handle and he had to give it to 
God and keep going. 

2 Corinthians 12:8-10 (AMP) 
8 Concerning this I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might leave me; 9 but He has 
said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you [My lovingkindness and My mercy are more 
than enough—always available—regardless of the situation]; for [My] power is being 
perfected [and is completed and shows itself most effectively] in [your] weakness.” 
Therefore, I will all the more gladly boast in my weaknesses, so that the power of Christ 
[may completely enfold me and] may dwell in me. 10 So I am well pleased with weaknesses, 



with insults, with distresses, with persecutions, and with difficulties, for the sake of Christ; 
for when I am weak [in human strength], then I am strong [truly able, truly powerful, truly 
drawing from God’s strength]. 

This was a situation or ailment that was beyond Paul’s control. He had to make a 
choice to give up the fight, or worship and serve God in the midst of it. He chose to serve. 
Reading through the Bible, you will see that, just like Paul, pretty much all of the great 
men and women of God had to face hardships or situations that were beyond their 
control.  

Abraham is another who went through constant situations that were beyond his 
control. In the book of Genesis, he is called to leave everything he knows and follow 
God. He worships through his obedience. He is told that he will be the father of many 
nations, yet his wife is barren, but he continues to worship through obedience. Even when 
he is frustrated and it seems like the dream will never come to pass, he continues to 
worship through obedience. 

Finally, in their old age, Abraham and Sarah give birth to a son. Seems like finally 
everything is falling into place… 

Genesis 22:1-2 (ESV) 

22 After these things God tested Abraham and said to him, “Abraham!” And he said, “Here 
I am.” 2 He said, “Take your son, your only son Isaac, whom you love, and go to the land of 
Moriah, and offer him there as a burnt offering on one of the mountains of which I shall 
tell you.”  

Everything is going great, then BAM!  “What’s happening here is that he’s hit 
what Janet Hagberg and Robert Guelich call ‘the wall.’ He’s reached the limits of what 
he’s capable of doing.”(PeteWilson) 

When I got was let go from my position, that is what I felt. Suddenly my salary 
was gone, I couldn’t find a job, we were losing our house, and my marriage was falling 
apart. We also had to stop the adoption. I felt like I was praying and nothing seemed to 
work. I had so many questions and no answers. It really pushed me to the edge of my 
faith.  

Looking back at Abraham, he does what I don’t think I could do. He doesn’t stop 
and cry, try to bargain with God or get bitter. He simply obeys and takes Isaac to be 
sacrificed. We know what happens and how God provides another sacrifice, but he didn’t 
know that.    

I thing the big question is, “How can he be so trusting?” Possibly the answer is a 
practice of gratitude. If you read through the book of Genesis, you will see that every 
time God fulfilled a promise, Abraham built and alter. They reminded him of all of the 



promises God had fulfilled.  “If you don’t remember God’s past faithfulness, you’re going 
to have a hard time trusting him when you’re up against the wall”(Pete Wilson) 

In other words, Abraham knew God’s faithfulness and so he had no problem 
trusting Him. He had all of the reminders of what God had done in the past through all of 
the alters that had been built. 

As Christians, when we hit that wall, we need to remember all of the times that 
God has been faithful. We need to keep pressing on and worshiping with our faithfulness. 

Here is a hard truth: God loves us enough to strip away things that come between 
you and Him. These are sometime bad things, sometimes good. It’s very painful, but 
there is transformation and we grow closer to Him in the end. “Hagberg and Guelich 
describe it this way: ‘The wall represents our will meeting God’s will face to face…
Fundamentally, it has to do with slowly breaking through barriers we have built between 
our will and a newer awareness of God in our lives.’” (Pete Wilson) 

I know I can look back now and see where God was stripping things away from 
me. The work I was doing in ministry was actually pulling me away from my intimacy 
with Him. I was doing it my own strength, thinking I was giving Him glory while quietly 
taking my own bows. Honestly, I walked away and it took years of Him stripping things 
away and being up against multiple walls before He finally stripped me to the point of 
letting go of all I held between He and I. I made the wrong choice, I didn’t believe he is 
who he says he is. A lesson I’ve had to go through again and again until I now can be at 
that point.  

Job is probably the greatest example of hitting a wall. He is reffered to as a man 
who fears God and shuns evil. One day he has everything going for him, the next he has 
lost everything. He has lost his wealth, his livestock, his servants, and even his children. 
So how does he respond? 

Job 1: 20-22 (ESV) 
20 Then Job arose and tore his robe and shaved his head and fell on the ground and 
worshiped. 21 And he said, “Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I 
return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.” 
22 In all this Job did not sin or charge God with wrong. 

I can tell you right now, that is not how I reacted when I lost everything. I did not worship when 
I lost my house, or when my wife ran off. Let’s look back a little before this at what Satan said to 
God before all of the events that happened to Job. 

Job 1:9-10 (MSG) 
9-10 Satan retorted, “So do you think Job does all that out of the sheer goodness of his heart? 
Why, no one ever had it so good! You pamper him like a pet, make sure nothing bad ever 
happens to him or his family or his possessions, bless everything he does—he can’t lose! 



I like the way The Message version puts this. You’ve spoiled him, take it all away and 
he’ll run. When that doesn’t work, God allows Satan to hit him with painful sores.  

Job reacts a little differently now. “He doesn’t sin, but he certainly starts to struggle. He 
starts to ask questions and slip into a season of discouragement.” (Pete Wilson) 

Why do bad things happen to even good people? Where does this come from? Why do 
we feel such sorrow? To answer this we have to go back all the way to the beginning in 
the garden. In the Garden of Eden God said over and over, “It is good.” Adam and Eve 
had everything they needed. There was only one rule. 

Genesis 2:15-17a (NIV) 
15 The LORD God took the man and put him in the Garden of Eden to work it and take care 
of it. 16 And the LORD God commanded the man, “You are free to eat from any tree in the 
garden; 17 but you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil,  

Look at what God told them not to eat, “Knowledge of Good and Evil”. Suddenly they knew 
when things were good and when things weren’t the way they were supposed to be. “That is of 
course exactly what happened. And because they had introduced sin into the world at the same 
time, they were now in a double mind. Because they ate the fruit, the ‘good’ now they understood 
and yearned for would always be out of their reach. And also because they had eaten the fruit, 
they would have to live with that poignant and painful knowledge.” (Pete Wilson) 

Because of this, life will never be as we think it should be. We have an innate desire for it that 
can never be fulfilled. And no matter how humanlike animals may seem, they don’t fully 
understand or look for the meaning in suffering. Only humans keep asking why things are so 
messed up or why does God allow such things to happen. 

Where can this lead us? Because we have these hopes that cannot be reached, we often get 
discouraged. This discouragement will often lead to doubt.  “The French theologian Jacques 
Ellul had it just right: ‘The person who is plunged into doubt is not the unbeliever, but the person 
who has no other hope but hope.’” (Pete Wilson) If you think about it, an unbeliever doesn’t 
have to wrestle with doubt. How could he doubt what he already doesn’t believe in?  

We, as Christians, on the other hand, as 2 Corinthians 5:7 says, “   …live by faith, not by sight.” 
Basically, stop believing and you won’t doubt, question God or be angry at God any more. This 
is why we as Christians, especially, can easily fall into doubt and be plagued by “why?” 

Going back to Job, We don’t know how long he suffered, but we do see his anger and confusion. 
He never gets to the point of doubt, but he does begin to question God about why. 

He is egged on by friends who suggest that is was brought on by sin in his life. How many times 
have you personally had that happen? People bringing the misconception that everything bad that 
happens to you is because of sin, or that you are not praying enough, or reading the Bible 
enough. This leads to legalism and is not helpful, but hurtful. Most of all, it’s not true. 

“Scazzero writes concerning Job, ‘He was an innocent sufferer. His friends had no room for the 
‘confusing in between,’ they overestimated their grasp of the truth. They played God and stood in 
God’s shoes.’” (Pete Wilson) 



It falls back to a twisted belief that if you do good, good things will happen. If something bad 
happens, it’s because you did something bad.  

Unlike I have done, Job remained strong. He may have been angry and even questioned God, but 
he hung on to his faith and never reached the point of doubt or surrender. Through it, God leads 
him to a deeper relationship with him. What is mind-blowing is that this is before God restores 
him! He’s a reminder to us that we don’t know how long we will walk through dark or tough 
times, but that we must hold on to that faith and not let it turn to doubt. “We’re called to be 
faithful to God even when it seems he hasn’t been faithful to us. We’re called to love him even 
when we feel abandoned. We’re called to look for him even in the midst of the darkness. We’re 
called to worship him even through our tears.” (Pete Wilson) 

I know that I made the mistake of not doing that when I went through all of those things. I ended 
up losing my home, my family and all that I had. Slowly I gained it back and turned my heart 
back to God. Again I had to go through losing everything (Another story for another time) but 
this time, instead of turning my back, I worshiped. I put my hope in Him. I’m still on the upward 
climb, but my relationship with my savior is at a place where it has never been before. My faith 
is stronger than I have ever known and my love for Him is deeper than I have ever experienced. I 
truly am experiencing that peace in the storm. Doesn’t mean it doesn’t hurt, but I will not stop 
worshiping. 

 Isaiah 26:3(ESV) 

You keep him in perfect peace  
    whose mind is stayed on you, 
    because he trusts in you.   

Deuteronomy 7:9 (AMP) 
9 Therefore know [without any doubt] and understand that the LORD your God, He is God, 
the faithful God, who is keeping His covenant and His [steadfast] lovingkindness to a 
thousand generations with those who love Him and keep His commandments;  

I Will Praise You In This Storm  by Casting Crowns 

I was sure by now  
God You would have reached down  
And wiped our tears away  
Stepped in and saved the day  
But once again, I say "Amen", and it's still raining 

As the thunder rolls  
I barely hear Your whisper through the rain  
"I'm with you"  
And as Your mercy falls  



I raise my hands and praise the God who gives  
And takes away 

And I'll praise You in this storm 
And I will lift my hands  
For You are who You are 
No matter where I am  
And every tear I've cried  
You hold in Your hand  
You never left my side  
And though my heart is torn  
I will praise You in this storm 

I remember when  
I stumbled in the wind  
You heard my cry to you  
And you raised me up again  
My strength is almost gone 
How can I carry on  
If I can't find You 

But as the thunder rolls  
I barely hear You whisper through the rain  
"I'm with you"  
And as Your mercy falls  
I raise my hands and praise the God who gives  
And takes away 

And I'll praise You in this storm 
And I will lift my hands  
For You are who You are 
No matter where I am  
And every tear I've cried  
You hold in Your hand  
You never left my side  
And though my heart is torn  
I will praise You in this storm 

I lift my eyes unto the hills  
Where does my help come from?  
My help comes from the Lord  
The Maker of Heaven and Earth 

Discussion  (Questions from the book Plan B  by Pete Wilson) 



1. Have you always assumed, like so many others, that the Bible promises God will never give 
us more than we can handle? How do you feel about it now? 

2. Has God ever asked you to give up something you were clinging to, something that might 
have kept you from deeper intimacy with Him? How did you respond? 

3. Do you have a systematic way for remembering God’s faithfulness in your life? If not, what 
are some ways you can establish one?  

4. Do you agree with the following statement: “God loves you enough to strip you of the things 
that that keep you from Him? What are some specific “good things” in life that might keep a 
person from God? Have you even known a situation like this—where good things actually 
hindered a person’s walk with God? 

5. We talked briefly about how doubting can actually be an act of faith. Do you agree” Why or 
why not? 

  


