
Plan B (7) 

What Do You Do When God Doesn’t Show Up the Way You 
Thought He Would? By Pete Wilson 

What Have You Done for Me Lately? 

“Isn’t it true you find it more difficult to be obedient and faithful when you feel as if God 
isn’t doing anything for you? Don’t you find yourself questioning God when He doesn’t show up 
for you in the way you thought He was going to show up?”(Pete Wilson) 

We live in an “Instant Gratification” society today. You go online to quickly find 
information. Want to watch your favorite TV show even when it’s not on? Go to Netflix. Order 
dinner and have it delivered, ready to eat. How often do we put God in that same category? Pray 
and expect exactly what we prayed for to happen…and right then? 

Whether or Not we are willing to or want to admit it, we often put God into that same 
category. “We’re looking for a quick spiritual transaction that doesn’t necessarily lead to a 
deeper level of intimacy but gives us what we want.” (Pete Wilson) I know that I had always hear 
the expression, “The squeaky wheel gets the oil” and we put our wants and desires ahead of 
everything else. We start to humanize God and base our faithfulness and obedience on what He 
can do or does for us instead of simply who He is. I know I have had to search myself because I 
discovered how easy it is to fall into the trap of trying to bargain with God. “You do this for me 
God and I’ll be so faithful and serve you with all of my heart.” We focus on the gifts instead of 
the giver. 

A.W. Tozer, in his book The Pursuit of God says, “Our woes began when God was forced 
out of His central shine (our hearts) and ‘things’ were allowed to enter. Within the human heart 
‘things’ have taken over. Men have now by nature no peace within their hearts, for God is 
crowned there no longer, but here in the moral dusk stubborn and aggressive usurpers fight 
among themselves for first place on the throne.” “The pronouns ‘my’ and ‘mine’ look innocent 
enough in print, but their constant and universal use is significant… They are verbal symbols of 
our deep disease.” “God’s gifts now take the place of God, and the whole course of nature is 
upset by the monstrous substitution.” (A. W. Tozer) 

We seem to think that if things aren’t going right, or we don’t get the answer to prayer 
that we want, that we aren’t living right or that God is upset with us. Again, we try to bargain 
with God and basically say that if He does His part, we’ll do ours. We also live with the 
misguided thought that if we live as He has called us to live, everything will be wonderful…or 
that the situations we are facing will suddenly turn around. At this point I’d like to give you a 
little hint about the truth… It didn’t work for characters in the Bible and it’s still not going to 
work today. 



Let’s look back at Joseph: 

Genesis 39:6-10 (ESV) 
6 So he left all that he had in Joseph's charge, and because of him he had no concern about 
anything but the food he ate. Now Joseph was handsome in form and appearance. 7 And 
after a time his master's wife cast her eyes on Joseph and said, “Lie with me.” 8 But he 
refused and said to his master's wife, “Behold, because of me my master has no concern 
about anything in the house, and he has put everything that he has in my charge. 9 He is not 
greater in this house than I am, nor has he kept back anything from me except you, because 
you are his wife. How then can I do this great wickedness and sin against God?” 10 And as 
she spoke to Joseph day after day, he would not listen to her, to lie beside her or to be with 
her. 

Currently I am fighting a battle for my health. I have lost over 300lbs (Yes..I said 
over 300lbs) and it is a constant struggle to keep to my new eating habits and exercise 
routine. There are so many days that I try to come up with excuses not to go to the gym. I 
often tell myself, “It’s ok to have just one cookie or candy bar,” but I know myself. One 
leads to a second…to a third…and so on. 

“Not having our dreams and desires fulfilled leaves us hungry, and when we’re 
hungry we’re tempted to fill that hunger with something that isn’t good for us.” (Pete 
Wilson).  

I know that when I feel like things aren’t going like I want them too, or when 
things seem to be more than I can handle, my first habit is to turn to the comfort of the 
almighty refrigerator. But Joseph wasn’t giving in…but look at what happens. 

Genesis 39:11-14 (ESV) 
11 But one day, when he went into the house to do his work and none of the men of the house 
was there in the house, 12 she caught him by his garment, saying, “Lie with me.” But he left 
his garment in her hand and fled and got out of the house. 13 And as soon as she saw that he 
had left his garment in her hand and had fled out of the house, 14 she called to the men of 
her household and said to them, “See, he has brought among us a Hebrew to laugh at us. 
He came in to me to lie with me, and I cried out with a loud voice.  

Seems like Joseph has issues with his wardrobe…his special coat from his father 
and now a garment ripped off of him and used as false evidence… But I digress.  

Getting back to the issue, he is doing what is right, yet things are not going the 
way we would expect. He is not getting the reward or answer to prayer, instead… 

Genesis 39: 20-21 (ESV) 



20 And Joseph's master took him and put him into the prison, the place where the king's 
prisoners were confined, and he was there in prison. 21 But the LORD was with Joseph and 
showed him steadfast love and gave him favor in the sight of the keeper of the prison.  

 The first thing that comes to my mind is, “If God is with him, why is he going to prison?” 
Like we talked about two weeks ago, whiplash! He’s doing everything right, not giving in to 
temptation and yet it seems like he keeps missing out on the blessings of his faithfulness.  

If we read the text, it keeps reminding us that God was with him. I know that there are times 
when I am going through tough and even painful situations and I really wonder if God is with 
me. I feel like I must have done something wrong or that there is something in my life I need to 
surrender to Christ in order for things to go “right” 

“Then sometimes we see other people doing the wrong thing, and they get away with it. It’s one 
thing to go through a Plan B because you did something wrong. It’s something else entirely 
different to do your very best, do nothing wrong, and still your plans crash down around you. It’s 
just not fair!” (Pete Wilson) 

The big question is, “Is God still with you even when things don’t go right or the way you think 
they should?”  Our minds may not want to accept it, but I truly believe He is.  

As we continue in Joseph’s story, he meets a couple of guys in prison. One is a baker and the 
other a cupbearer, sort of butler.  They both have dreams and Joseph is able to interpret them. For 
the baker, it’s not good news. As for the butler, it is. He is going to be restored to his position. 
This could be good news for Joseph, as well. 

Genesis 40:14-15 (ESV) 
14 Only remember me, when it is well with you, and please do me the kindness to mention 
me to Pharaoh, and so get me out of this house. 15 For I was indeed stolen out of the land of 
the Hebrews, and here also I have done nothing that they should put me into the pit.” 

Possibly a way out for Joseph? Freedom at last? 

Genesis 40:23 (ESV) 
23 Yet the chief cupbearer did not remember Joseph, but forgot him. 

 How many times have we thought we finally saw the “light at the end of the tunnel”? We 
ask God get us out of a situation, and nothing seems to happen. You feel like God could have 
done something, but He didn’t. You feel like your prayers are going unheard, or that maybe God 
doesn’t care about you. “When the one you depend on to give you what you want doesn’t do his 
job, you feel betrayed, let down, thoroughly disillusioned.” (Pete Wilson) 

To use a quote from the book by Peter Scazzaro, “Our feelings of God’s presence evaporate. We 
feel the door of heaven has been shut as we pray. Darkness, helplessness, weariness, a sense of 
failure or defeat, bareness, emptiness, dryness, descend upon us. The Christian disciplines that 
have served us up to this time ‘no longer work.’ We can’t see what God is doing and we see little 
visible fruit in our lives.” 



It takes maturity in Christ to realize that even when you are going through pain or struggles, that 
God is still there. Things are not always going to work out how and when we want them too. 
They may never work out. Joseph saw this first hand. He was doing the right thing and God was 
with him, but he still had to suffer, he still had to hurt. 

Now the question: how does it help to know that God is there, even though He is not solving 
your problem or easing your pain? 

“If you’re thinking that ‘God owes me’ kind of way, you may be in for yet another 
disappointment.” (Pete Wilson) 

We have to get away from the mentality that God “owes us” anything. When I was a kid and I’d 
fall or scrape my knee, I’d always run to my mother. She would always be near. She couldn’t 
always stop the pain or make me sore better, but she was there. There was a comfort just in 
knowing that she cared. Even as an adult, when I had a problem or things weren’t going right, I 
could always call my other. Sometimes she wasn’t able to do anything about it, but again, she 
was there and I knew that she cared and was concerned. 

“We just want and need to know that God knows what’s going on with us, that we haven’t been 
forgotten or abandoned. Even if we don’t know what the outcomes of our current circumstances 
will be, there is a tremendous peace and comfort that comes with that.” (Pete Wilson) 

God knows what it’s like to be sad and to feel pain. 

 Isaiah 53:3(ESV) 

He was despised and rejected by men; 
    a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief;  
and as one from whom men hide their faces  
    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

I think Joseph somehow understood the comfort of just knowing that God was with him. 
There is never any mention of him feeling like God had abandoned him or didn’t hear his 
prayers. No mention of him ever thinking that if he, “did a little better”, God would take 
away the pain or suffering. He simply keeps pressing on knowing that god is with him. 

To wrap up his story, Pharaoh has a dream and nobody is able to interpret it. Suddenly the 
butler remembers that Joseph had interpreted his dream and refers him to Joseph. Joseph 
interprets the dream, telling Pharaoh that there will be a great famine and what he needs 
to do about it. In gratitude, Pharaoh puts Joseph in charge and makes him the second 
most powerful man in the country besides himself. 

So the famine hits and they have plenty of food stored. People from other countries come 
to seek help because food is scarce….and who should come along but Joseph’s brothers. 
Just as in his dream, they come and bow down to him. Joseph was able to save his family 
and his people. 

   

Genesis 45:4-8  (ESV) 



4 So Joseph said to his brothers, “Come near to me, please.” And they came near. And he 
said, “I am your brother, Joseph, whom you sold into Egypt. 5 And now do not be distressed 
or angry with yourselves because you sold me here, for God sent me before you to preserve 
life. 6 For the famine has been in the land these two years, and there are yet five years in 
which there will be neither plowing nor harvest. 7 And God sent me before you to preserve 
for you a remnant on earth, and to keep alive for you many survivors. 8 So it was not you 
who sent me here, but God. He has made me a father to Pharaoh, and lord of all his house 
and ruler over all the land of Egypt.  

What we have to remember is that God knows what He is doing. We may want to be taken out of 
the pain and suffering, but it’s there for a reason. We don’t see the whole picture. 

“What if we viewed our hardships and challenges as opportunities to be the men or women that 
God has created us to be? What would happen if we stopped grabbing for what we’re owed and 
tried to receive each moment with gratitude?” (Pete Wilson) 

We always seem to want the easy way out. We want more than what we are given and most times 
it’s not what’s good for us. To use a quote from the book The Shattered Lantern  the was used in 
the text, “The original sin of Adam and Eve, the prototype of all sin, is presented as a failure to 
be receptive and grateful.” 

We all know the story and what happens, but let’s look at it a little differently. They were given 
all that they could ever want, but there was a condition: don’t eat from the one tree. So what do 
they do? Eat from that tree. They are convinced that they deserve it. 

It goes back to the thinking that God owes us something. I totally agree with Pete when he talks 
about sin creeping into our lives when we live with an entitlement attitude. We think that God 
“owes us” and therefore we begin to use that mentality justify our actions and our sins. 

 Instead we need to come to the acceptance and realization that God owes us nothing and gives 
us everything. He just does what He is going to do His way and in His time. We need to realize 
that He is going to give us exactly what we need, when we need it. And when He does do it, 
we’ll be in a better position to see what He is going to do next. This is living life, believing that 
God is with us. 

Andy Stanley says, “Every day we have this choice to make. Am I going to define God by 
interpreting my circumstances or am I going to simply trust that God is who He says He is?” 

We need to stop complaining or feeling that God isn’t answering our prayers or meeting our need 
the way we want Him to. We need to simply trust and believe that He knows what He is doing. 
We need to take comfort, knowing that He really does know what we’re going through and take 
hope in the fact that He absolutely knows what He is doing. 

 Phillipians 4:6-7 (AMP) 
6 Do not be anxious or worried about anything, but in everything [every circumstance and 
situation] by prayer and petition with thanksgiving, continue to make your [specific] 
requests known to God. 7 And the peace of God [that peace which reassures the heart, that 



peace] which transcends all understanding, [that peace which] stands guard over your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus [is yours]. 

Habakkuk 3:17-18 (AMP) 
17  
Though the fig tree does not blossom 
And there is no fruit on the vines, 
Though the yield of the olive fails  
And the fields produce no food, 
Though the flock is cut off from the fold  
And there are no cattle in the stalls,  
18  
Yet I will [choose to] rejoice in the LORD;  
I will [choose to] shout in exultation in the [victorious] God of my salvation! 

!  

Discussion  (Questions from the book Plan B  by Pete Wilson) 

1. In what ways/circumstances are you sometimes tempted to view God as a vending machine? 
Has this ever seemed to work for you? 

2. Describe a time when you fell into temptation because your needs weren’t met. What 
happened in this situation? How do you thing you could have handled it differently? 

3. Can you remember a time when you felt you were doing everything right but you were still 
“punished”? Can you remember a time when you really messed up but somehow got away 
with it? How did you react in either situation? 



4. Have you ever felt completely abandoned by God? If so, how did this happen? If not, what 
circumstances would tend to make you feel that way? 

5. What are some of the circumstances you are most grateful for in life? What are some 
circumstances that don’t naturally evoke felling of gratitude? How do you respond to the idea 
of receiving all of your life—even the hard stuff—as a gift? 

6. Do you find it difficult to just “believe God is who He says He is”? Why do you think it’s so 
hard for some people to do? 

  


