
Plan B (4) 

What Do You Do When God Doesn’t Show Up the Way You 
Thought He Would? By Pete Wilson 

Your Jordan 

!  

“One of the characteristics I have noticed about Plan B situations in my life is 
that they often require more of me thank I think I have. This makes sense when you think 
about it. Generally, when we make our plans and dream dreams, we draw on our 
giftedness, our skills, our education. We skew toward our preferences and our comfort 
zones.” (Pete Wilson) 

How many times have we caught ourselves daydreaming about the things we 
want to do in life or the things we feel God calling us to do? Think about it for a minute. 
They usually involve gifts or talents that we feel are our strongest. Normally we don’t 
dream or make plans that take us out of our comfort zone or into areas that we feel we 
lack skills. I know that when I start to feel God leading me into an area that I’m 
uncomfortable, I have to fight the urge to run. 

We’re going to take a look at Joshua, The man God Raised up to take over for 
Moses and lead the Israelites into the Promised Land. He had spent many years serving 
under Moses wandering the dessert, knowing God’s promise to lead His people into the 
Promised Land. He had lived amongst the people as they whined and complained, saying 
that God was enough for them and that they wanted to go back to Egypt.  He had even 
been one of the spies that scouted out Canaan; and one of only two that did not  come 
back saying that the task of taking the land was impossible. 

 Joshua 1:1-9 (ESV) 

1 After the death of Moses the servant of the LORD, the LORD said to Joshua the son of Nun, 
Moses' assistant, 2 “Moses my servant is dead. Now therefore arise, go over this Jordan, you and 
all this people, into the land that I am giving to them, to the people of Israel. 3 Every place that 
the sole of your foot will tread upon I have given to you, just as I promised to Moses. 4 From the 
wilderness and this Lebanon as far as the great river, the river Euphrates, all the land of the 



Hittites to the Great Sea toward the going down of the sun shall be your territory. 5 No man shall 
be able to stand before you all the days of your life. Just as I was with Moses, so I will be with 
you. I will not leave you or forsake you. 6 Be strong and courageous, for you shall cause this 
people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them. 7 Only be strong and very 
courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you. 
Do not turn from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success[a] wherever 
you go. 8 This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it 
day and night, so that you may be careful to do according to all that is written in it. For then you 
will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good success. 9 Have I not commanded 
you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be frightened, and do not be dismayed, for the LORD 
your God is with you wherever you go.” 

Everything sounds good. God repeatedly tells Joshua that “He will be with him” 
and to “not be afraid”. God has promised them success… but listen to the instructions 
that He gives.  

Joshua 3:12-13 (ESV) 
12 Now therefore take twelve men from the tribes of Israel, from each tribe a man. 13 And when 
the soles of the feet of the priests bearing the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the earth, shall rest 
in the waters of the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off from flowing, and the waters 
coming down from above shall stand in one heap.” 

Ok, let’s think about this. You have all of these people, and the priests carrying the 
Ark of the Covenant about to cross a river. The picture at the beginning was a picture of 
the Jordan River. A difficult task, to say the least. If we look a little farther down at 
Joshua 3:15, we learn that the river is at flood stage during the time that God is telling 
them to cross. 

!  

“This is Plan B at its finest. Plan A was, ‘Let’s just walk across the river’--- not 
really easy, but at least possible. It can be done. But Plan B doesn’t look too inviting. In  
fact, it looks downright suicidal. But that’s the point. Because Plan B situations cause us 
to rely on a power beyond ourselves.” (Pete Wilson) 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=joshua+1%253A1-9&version=ESV#fen-ESV-5859a


It is at these times when we face obstacles that we have to step out in faith and 
keep going. If we read on in Joshua we see that God was faithful just as He promised.  

Joshua 3:15-16 (ESV) 
15 and as soon as those bearing the ark had come as far as the Jordan, and the feet of the priests 
bearing the ark were dipped in the brink of the water (now the Jordan overflows all its banks 
throughout the time of harvest), 16 the waters coming down from above stood and rose up in a 
heap very far away, at Adam, the city that is beside Zarethan, and those flowing down toward the 
Sea of the Arabah, the Salt Sea, were completely cut off. And the people passed over opposite 
Jericho.  

Just as He promised, God stopped the flow of the water when they stepped out in 
faith. He led them safely to the other side. The obstacle that they faced, which was more 
than they could handle on their own, He overcame. Joshua and the Israelites simply had 
to trust. If we are to move forward into Our Plan B, we have to be willing to trust God 
and step out of our comfort zone. We must stand in faith, believing the promise that God 
has given us; that He will never leave us or forsake us.  

Deuteronomy 31:6 (ESV) 
6 Be strong and courageous. Do not fear or be in dread of them, for it is the LORD 

your God who goes with you. He will not leave you or forsake you.” 

Now, as Pete put it, the “Million-Dollar Question”. How do we get to a 
point where we can have that kind of faith? Where we can trust God to the point 
of following, even when it means facing things we don’t think or know we can’t 
face in our strength. Little hint… “our strength”. “So many miss out on this 
designed life because we make an unconscious vow that we will only trust 
ourselves and the things we think we can control.”(Pete Wilson) 

“God’s Power is generally released when somebody trusts Him enough to 
obey.”  “We have to step into those floodwaters while they’re still gushing past us.  
And doing that takes courage.” (Pete Wilson) 

So back to the question, how? How do we get to the point where we have 
that kind of courage? How do we build that kind of trust? The answer comes by 
looking back at Joshua and his early work with Moses. 

Exodus 33:7,11 (ESV) 
7 Now Moses used to take the tent and pitch it outside the camp, far off 

from the camp, and he called it the tent of meeting. And everyone who sought the 
LORD would go out to the tent of meeting, which was outside the camp. 

11 Thus the LORD used to speak to Moses face to face, as a man speaks to 
his friend. When Moses turned again into the camp, his assistant Joshua the son of 
Nun, a young man, would not depart from the tent. 



When Moses departed from the tent of meeting, Joshua remained. He 
spent so much time in the presence of God, that he knew and trusted Him.  When 
God promised Joshua that He would lead him to victory on the other side of the 
Jordan, He reminded him to “Meditate on the Book of Law” . He had built a close 
and personal relationship with God by spending time in His presence. 

How do we build trust with our relationships? The answer is simple; we 
spend time with our friends or a potential spouse and really get to know them. 
Carry that over to our relationship with God and it is the same thing. We get to 
know and trust Him by spending time in prayer and studying His word.  

“Constant contact with the Creator is essential for transformation living. 
If you want faith enough to live the life God’s called you to live, time with God is 
simply a must. And that applies double when you’re facing a Plan B 
situation.” (Pete Wilson) 

When we build that trust, that close personal relationship with God by 
spending time with him and digging into His word, we can move forward to face 
those “Jordans”  and not be afraid. We can step out and trust that what we can’t 
do, He can. We surrender control and step out of our comfort zone and that is 
when we really begin to see God work in our lives. 

Proverbs 3:5 (ESV) 

Trust in the LORD with all your heart,  
    and do not lean on your own understanding. 

James 4:8A  (ESV) 
8 Draw near to God, and he will draw near to you. 

Psalm 145:18 (ESV) 

The LORD is near to all who call on him,  
    to all who call on him in truth. 

Discussion  (Questions from the book Plan B  by Pete Wilson) 

1. Have different Plan B situations in your life stretch you and draw you closer to God? Have 
you ever had a Plan B situation that didn’t do that? Why do you think that was? 

2.  Can you think of a time when God led you to do something you simply could not do apart 
from God--- a time when it seemed like things moved from difficult to almost impossible? 
What did you do? 



3.  Name a time in your life when you were sure you were at a dead end with no answers…yet 
you were probably exactly where God wanted you to be? 

4.  “Everybody faces a Jordan. Every one of us faces a barrier that is keeping us from the life 
that God has for us.” Is there a place in your life where you sense God is asking you to take a 
step of faith (finances, an addiction, a relationship that’s falling apart, forgiveness)? 

5. Why do you think God often waits for us to take the first step before we see His power 
released in our lives? 

6.  Do you agree with the following statement: “Constant contact with the Creator is essential 
for transformational living”? What are some of the most effective ways to maintain contact 
with God?  

  


