
Plan B (10) 

What Do You Do When God Doesn’t Show Up the Way You 
Thought He Would? By Pete Wilson 

The Anchor 

Have you ever thought about the cross? Most of us, when we picture the cross, think 
about the beautifully carved cross in a church, or one that is made of a precious metal and 
hanging on a necklace. We often forget that it was a terrible torture device used to bring an 
unimaginably terrible death. It was also a symbol of shame and used for the worst of criminals. 

Jurgen Moltmann is quoted as saying, “The cross is the utterly incommensurable factor in 
the revelation of God. We have become far too used to it. We have surrounded the scandal of the 
cross with roses. Here the faith in creation, the source of all paganism, breaks down. Here this 
whole philosophy and wisdom is abandoned to folly. Here God is non-God. Here is the triumph 
of death, the enemy, the non-church, the lawless state, the blasphemer, the soldiers. Here Satan 
triumphs over God. Our faith begins at the point where atheists suppose that it must be the end. 
Our faith with the bleakness and power which is the night of the cross, abandonment, temptation, 
and doubt about everything that exists!” (Pete Wilson) 

In the book, Pete shares a story about taking care of one of his kids while his wife is 
away. He gives his son what he thinks is enough of a snack. When he refuses to give more, his 
son lets loose with a temper tantrum and starts shouting for his mother. He didn’t really want his 
mother, just what he thought his mother would give him. 

Exodus 33:1-2 (ESV) 

33 The LORD said to Moses, “Depart; go up from here, you and the people whom you have 
brought up out of the land of Egypt, to the land of which I swore to Abraham, Isaac, and 
Jacob, saying, ‘To your offspring I will give it.’ 2 I will send an angel before you, and I will 
drive out the Canaanites, the Amorites, the Hittites, the Perizzites, the Hivites, and the 
Jebusites.  

Transfer that over to our relationship with God. How many times have we not been 
happy with a situation or the way things are going and we have cried out and pleaded to God 
to give us something or change something? “Is it possible you don’t really want God? Is it 
possible you just want what you think God can give you?” (Pete Wilson) 



God promises Moses success in battle and to take the people of Israel into the 
Promised Land. This was the whole reason that he led them out of Egypt. This is how 
Moses replies. 

Exodus 33:12-17 (ESV) 
12 Moses said to the LORD, “See, you say to me, ‘Bring up this people,’ but you have not let 
me know whom you will send with me. Yet you have said, ‘I know you by name, and you 
have also found favor in my sight.’ 13 Now therefore, if I have found favor in your sight, 
please show me now your ways, that I may know you in order to find favor in your sight. 
Consider too that this nation is your people.” 14 And he said, “My presence will go with you, 
and I will give you rest.” 15 And he said to him, “If your presence will not go with me, do 
not bring us up from here. 16 For how shall it be known that I have found favor in your 
sight, I and your people? Is it not in your going with us, so that we are distinct, I and your 
people, from every other people on the face of the earth?” 17 And the LORD said to Moses, 
“This very thing that you have spoken I will do, for you have found favor in my sight, and I 
know you by name.”  

Look at what Moses is saying and think about it. He basically says that if God is 
not with him, no matter how successful, he doesn’t want to go! I want You more than 
what you can give me.  

We have been talking about what we do when our dreams shatter, or things don’t 
turn out like we wanted. About when God doesn’t show up or do things the way we 
expected or wanted. There is no definite answer to any of these things. Being a Christian 
does not take away the pain or frustration. It does not mean that you have all of the 
answers. Being a Christian does make a difference in our lives, but it’s not a magical 
button that solves everything. 

“I’m so frustrated with the version of Christianity where we actually think our 
theology can fit into a bumper sticker, a T-shirt, or a bracelet. Reality just isn’t that 
simple.” (Pete Wilson) 

• “Christians often have more questions than answers. 
• Sometimes we lack the faith that gives us sustained hope. 
• Even though we know God is with us, sometimes we feel utterly and 

completely alone. 
• Even though we believe, we doubt. 
• And even when we suspect God knows what He is doing, we don’t really 

want to do things His way.” (Pete Wilson) 



Jesus understood just how confusing and difficult it would be for us. As he was 
getting close to the time of his crucifixion he spoke these words. 

John 16: 33 (NCV) 
33 “I told you these things so that you can have peace in me. In this world you will have 
trouble, but be brave! I have defeated the world.” 

Let’s break this down a little bit. First, He tells us where we can find peace. Peace is found in 
Him, not the church, people or even connection groups. Then he goes on to tell us that we are 
going to need it, because we are living in a rough place. To sum it up, don’t lose sight of the big 
picture because there is going to be trouble, be He has taken care of it…He has defeated the 
world. 

 This verse can lead to some really off teaching. Pete quotes pastor Louie Giglio who really 
brought new insight to it. “Giglio pointed out that there are really two parts to John 16:33. First 
Jesus clearly says that you will have trouble in this world. Then He tells us to be brave because 
He has defeated the world. Two statements—and if you separate them, you have two bad 
theologies.” (Pete Wilson) 

If you focus on where Jesus said that you will have trouble, you think that there is nothing you 
can do and you start down the road to hopelessness. If you focus only on the second part where 
he has defeated the world, you can be led to believe that nothing bad will ever happen. This will 
set you up for a fall and disappointment. 

Combining the two thoughts, you can see that we are not exempt from trouble, but have the 
confidence that Christ will beat the trouble…that there is nothing too big for Him. We know this 
because of the cross. 

This is the point where we misplace the cross, we think of it solely as were we begin out walk 
with Christ. “You need to know the cross is not just the starting line. It is the very centerpiece of 
your story with God. It’s the place where the pain of ‘you will have trouble’ meets the triumph of 
‘I have defeated the world.’” (Pete Wilson) It becomes our anchor. 

In our next studies, we’re going to be talking about what the cross means to us. For tonight, 
we’re going to focus on the love that it communicates. It’s easy to feel like God has abandoned 
us or doesn’t love us when we are in the midst Understanding God’s love for us is essential to 
surviving a Plan B. We need to understand God’s unrelenting love for us.. 

“If we simply focus on circumstances and if we define God through those circumstances, that 
conclusion [that God has abandoned us or doesn’t love us] seems to make sense. But when we get 
our eyes on the cross, we are reminded that there are no limits to what God will do to draw us to 
Him.” (Pete Wilson) 

Knowing that God loves us is not going to take the pain away, but it will give us the strength the 
push through. We can look to the cross to remind us. 

The problem is, we don’t always do that. Our eyes are easily led astray. The most powerful 
distraction is idolatry. I’m not talking about statues and such, like described in the Bible. To 



quote Pete, “My favorite definition of idolatry is simply to take something other than God and 
make it our ultimate focus”. (Pete Wilson) 

In other words, anything that distracts us from the cross is an idol. I’m talking money, 
technology, career, acceptance, even family…and the list goes on. 

If we look at the book of Matthew in Chapter 4 (Something to read on your own), Satan tried to 
use that to tempt him. When Christ was hungry he tried to seduce him with food. He even went 
over the top by showing him the entire world and telling him to just bow down and worship and 
it would be his. Jesus always said no… but we don’t always do that. 

God gives us a picture of how He acts towards us and we act towards him in the book of Ezekiel. 

Ezekiel 16:8 (ESV) 
8 “When I passed by you again and saw you, behold, you were at the age for love, and I 
spread the corner of my garment over you and covered your nakedness; I made my vow to 
you and entered into a covenant with you, declares the Lord GOD, and you became mine.  

Here, in poetic form, God makes us His bride and marries us. 

Ezekiel 16:9-14 (ESV) 
9 Then I bathed you with water and washed off your blood from you and anointed you with 
oil. 10 I clothed you also with embroidered cloth and shod you with fine leather. I wrapped 
you in fine linen and covered you with silk.[a] 11 And I adorned you with ornaments and put 
bracelets on your wrists and a chain on your neck. 12 And I put a ring on your nose and 
earrings in your ears and a beautiful crown on your head. 13 Thus you were adorned with 
gold and silver, and your clothing was of fine linen and silk and embroidered cloth. You ate 
fine flour and honey and oil. You grew exceedingly beautiful and advanced to royalty. 
14 And your renown went forth among the nations because of your beauty, for it was perfect 
through the splendor that I had bestowed on you, declares the Lord GOD. 

Here we are told through metaphor of how God washed away our sins and made us clean before 
Him. How he made us His children and loves us. But then our response…  

 Ezekiel 16:15-19 (ESV) 
15 “But you trusted in your beauty and played the whore[a] because of your renown and 
lavished your whorings[b] on any passerby; your beauty[c] became his. 16 You took some of 
your garments and made for yourself colorful shrines, and on them played the whore. The 
like has never been, nor ever shall be.[d] 17 You also took your beautiful jewels of my gold 
and of my silver, which I had given you, and made for yourself images of men, and with 
them played the whore. 18 And you took your embroidered garments to cover them, and set 
my oil and my incense before them. 19 Also my bread that I gave you—I fed you with fine 
flour and oil and honey—you set before them for a pleasing aroma; and so it was, declares 
the Lord GOD.  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+16%253A9-14&version=ESV#fen-ESV-20773a
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Basically this scripture talks about how the body of Christ is adulterous in their commitment to 
God. 

I know my first reaction is to say that I’m not and haven’t cheated on God…but let’s be honest, 
we all have. It may not be one of the things we consider worse than others (lesson 9). It could 
even be something that is essentially good for us…but Pete has a list of things by Louie Gilio to 
start weeding out these idols. 

• “Time—how do you spend most of the hours of your day? 
• Affections—what you care most about, what relationships you nurture 
• Energy—what you work and play hardest at 
• Money—what your bank statement indicates about where your money goes 
• Allegiance—what your most loyal to (this can even be your church or you family)” 

If you follow these trails you’ll find the hidden idols. It might even be the dream we are having 
to release in our Plan B. 

This is how the God who loves us so deeply responds. 

Ezekiel 14:39-42 (ESV) 
39 And I will give you into their hands, and they shall throw down your vaulted chamber 
and break down your lofty places. They shall strip you of your clothes and take your 
beautiful jewels and leave you naked and bare. 40 They shall bring up a crowd against you, 
and they shall stone you and cut you to pieces with their swords. 41 And they shall burn 
your houses and execute judgments upon you in the sight of many women. I will make you 
stop playing the whore, and you shall also give payment no more. 42 So will I satisfy my 
wrath on you, and my jealousy shall depart from you. I will be calm and will no more be 
angry.  

Basically God says, “If that’s what you really want, I’ll let you have it…but it’s going to hurt 
you.” Remember, even if it’s a good thing, without God it’s still an idol. 

Jesus modeled this himself on the night before he was crucified. 

Matthew 26:36-39 (ESV) 
36 Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to his disciples, “Sit 
here, while I go over there and pray.” 37 And taking with him Peter and the two sons of 
Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 38 Then he said to them, “My soul is very 
sorrowful, even to death; remain here, and watch[a] with me.” 39 And going a little farther 
he fell on his face and prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from 
me; nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.”  

Notice the last part. He begs God for another way, but then says, “Your will not mine.” 

Matthew 26:40-42 (ESV) 
40 And he came to the disciples and found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could 
you not watch with me one hour? 41 Watch and pray that you may not enter into 
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temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42 Again, for the second time, 
he went away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be 
done.”  

Jesus says in essence, if it can’t be done any other way…then I’ll do it the way You want me to. 

That is what we are to do when we are in our Plan B situation. We have to keep our eyes on the 
cross and remember that our faith was birthed in confusion and darkness. We must remember 
that Christ overcame the world, but at the same time said that there was always going to be 
trouble in this world. 

Next we need to remember that our God loves us deeply and passionately. That He requires us to 
pursue Him and Him only. That there are going to be things that we may try and focus on beside 
Him and that those things need to be brought to light and gotten rid of. Lastly, we need to 
remember just how much He loves us and is willing to sacrifice all for us. The cross is a 
reminder and an anchor between Christ overcoming and the trials of this world. 

Discussion  (Questions from the book Plan B  by Pete Wilson) 

1. Describe a time when you were at odds with God. Do you think it was because your really 
didn’t want God but wanted what you thought God could give you?  

2. What is a common mistake about Christianity? How would this mistake affect the way we 
approach a Plan B situation? 

3. What are some idols you’ve noticed the people in your life worshipping? What idols might be 
revealed if you were following the trail of your time, your affections, your energy, and your 
money? 

4. What do you think about the statement, “We must be willing, if necessary, to abandon the life 
we’ve planned and dreamed of in order to receive the life our God has authored for us?” Do 
you think anyone has actually done that? 

5. What do you think about the idea of the cross as an anchor and more than just a starting 
point? 



  


