Cheerful Giving.

Hey! Emilie here.

My mom often tells a story of her time serving in Ghana:
She was attending a church service with her team, when the time for
offering approached. The people in the church started going forward,
dancing their offerings to the collection buckets at the front of the
church.
Ever the one to jump into a dance party, my mother danced her offering
up as well.
But after getting back to her seat, much to her surprise, everyone
around her started dancing their offerings up again!
She asked someone near what was going on and they explained - the
first time around are the tithes and the second time around, everyone
dances up their offerings above and beyond the tithe!
These people joyfully danced gifts to their Father - cheerfully giving
even more than God asks of us!
What kind of impact could be made if the church of America, the richest
country in the world, gave with that kind of joyful generosity?

In the bible.

2 Corithians 9:7-8
7 Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or
under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And God is able to
make all grace abound to you, so that having all sufficiency [or
contentment] in all things at all times, you may abound in every good
work.
Malachi 3:10
Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, that there may be food in my
house. Test me in this,’ says the LORD Almighty, “and see if I will not
throw open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so much blessing
that you will not have room enough for it.’”
Psalm 116:12-17
12 What can I offer the LORD for all he has done for me? 13 I will lift up
the cup of salvation and praise the LORD ’s name for saving me. 14 I
will keep my promises to the LORD in the presence of all his people. 15
The LORD cares deeply when his loved ones die. 16 O LORD, I am
your servant; yes, I am your servant, born into your household; you
have freed me from my chains. 17 I will offer you a sacrifice of
thanksgiving and call on the name of the LORD .

Questions.

1. What stands out to you in those verses? Why?
2. Why is Malachi 3:10 not validating prosperity gospel? What is it
saying instead?
3. Do you have any examples of a time you gave cheerfully?
4. What will "cheerful giving" look like for you?

Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions:
1. What does this tell you about God?
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world?
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live?

