
Generous Living: Time
In 1 John 3:1, John writes, "See what great love the Father has lavished 
on us, that we should be called children of God!" 
 
According to Merriam Webster, the definition of lavish is as follows: 
expending or bestowing profusely, expended or produced in abundance, 
marked by profusion or excess. 
 
God loves us lavishly, profusely, in excess. He gives and gives and 
gives. He gives us peace and joy, the Holy Spirit, eternal life, He even 
gave His very own Son on the cross. As God calls us to be like Him, He's 
calling us into that same kind of life - lavish love and radical generosity. 
 
One thing we can give is our time. Time to listen and chat and simply be 
with other people, time to serve in your church and community, time to 
pour into your family and friends.  
 
God can do a lot with unhurried time.  
 
Where can you begin to be more generous with your time?



1 Peter 1:22 
You were cleansed from your sins when you obeyed the truth, so now 
you must show sincere love to each other as brothers and sisters. Love 
each other deeply with all your heart. 
 
Luke 10:38-42 
As Jesus and the disciples continued on their way to Jerusalem, they 
came to a certain village where a woman named Martha welcomed him 
into her home. 39 Her sister, Mary, sat at the Lord’s feet, listening to 
what he taught. 40 But Martha was distracted by the big dinner she was 
preparing. She came to Jesus and said, “Lord, doesn’t it seem unfair to 
you that my sister just sits here while I do all the work? Tell her to come 
and help me.” 
41 But the Lord said to her, “My dear Martha, you are worried and upset 
over all these details! 42 There is only one thing worth being concerned 
about. Mary has discovered it, and it will not be taken away from her.” 
 
Ecclesiastes 3:11-13 
Yet God has made everything beautiful for its own time. He has planted 
eternity in the human heart, but even so, people cannot see the whole 
scope of God’s work from beginning to end. 12 So I concluded there is 
nothing better than to be happy and enjoy ourselves as long as we can. 
13 And people should eat and drink and enjoy the fruits of their labor, 
for these are gifts from God. 
 
Ecclesiastes 12:13 
Here now is my final conclusion: Fear God and obey his commands, for 
this is everyone’s duty. 

In the bible.



1. What are a few reasons why it's important for us to be generous with 
our time as followers of Jesus? 
2. Has God ever worked through you being generous with your time? 
When/how? 
3. What are some things/fears that keep you from being more generous 
with your time? How can this group help you in that? 
4. What is one way you can begin to be more generous with your time? 
 
THE FIVE QUESTIONS: 
 
- How did you see God work in your life this week? 
 
- What has God been teaching you in His Word?  
 
- What kind of conversations are you (or could you) be having with your 
pre-Christian friends?  
 
- What good can you do around here? (in your life/circumstance) 
 
- How can we help you in prayer and what do you want us to ask you 
about next week? 
 
Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live? 

Questions.


