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Deborah and Barak

Sometimes a man is told to “man up.” Well, in the Old Testament, there
was a time when someone needed to “woman up.” In the book of
Judges, in a culture of men, there was a time when a man was told to
lead the army into battle and he hesitated. He would not go unless
Deborah went with him.Later, when Barak was trying to catch the
commander of the opposing army, Jael stepped in and got the job done
with a tent stake into the guy’s head. Talk about lady bosses.
All that to say, these people stepped up for each other with strength and
guidance when their community needed it. They worked together to get
done what God asked. People of all ranks, ages, and genders. What a
cool picture of God’s church! Still today in the church, we receive
guidance, strength, and salvation through Christ. Lots of communities
bring us lots of great things, but only the Church has the reminder,
encouragement, and hope of salvation. Can I get an “Amen,” church??

.

In the bible

Judges 4:410
4 Now Deborah, a prophet, the wife of Lappidoth, was leading Israel at
that time. 5 She held court under the Palm of Deborah between Ramah
and Bethel in the hill country of Ephraim, and the Israelites went up to
her to have their disputes decided. 6 She sent for Barak son of Abinoam
from Kedesh in Naphtali and said to him, “The Lord, the God of Israel,

commands you: ‘Go, take with you ten thousand men of Naphtali and
Zebulun and lead them up to Mount Tabor. 7 I will lead Sisera, the
commander of Jabin’s army, with his chariots and his troops to the
Kishon River and give him into your hands.’”
8 Barak said to her, “If you go with me, I will go; but if you don’t go with
me, I won’t go.”
9 “Certainly I will go with you,” said Deborah. “But because of the course
you are taking, the honor will not be yours, for the Lord will deliver
Sisera into the hands of a woman.” So Deborah went with Barak to
Kedesh. 10 There Barak summoned Zebulun and Naphtali, and ten
thousand men went up under his command. Deborah also went up with
him.
Judges 5:2427
“Most blessed of women be Jael, the wife of Heber the Kenite, most
blessed of tentdwelling women.25 He asked for water, and she gave
him milk; in a bowl fit for nobles she brought him curdled milk.26 Her
hand reached for the tent peg, her right hand for the workman’s
hammer.She struck Sisera, she crushed his head, she shattered and
pierced his temple.27 At her feet he sank, he fell; there he lay.At her
feet he sank, he fell; where he sank, there he fell—dead.
Hebrews 10:2425
And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works,
not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but
encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing
near.

.

Questions

1.) What is the point of going to church if we can connect to God
anywhere?
2.) How have you seen God’s church/community work together?
When have you provided strength for someone? When has someone
provided strength for you?
3.) How does God use his community to bring salvation to his
people? What does that mean for you?

Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three
questions:
1. What does this tell you about God?
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world?
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live?

