
As one.
Martin Luther King Jr. once said, "We must face the fact that in 
America, the church is still the most segregated major institution in 
America. At 11:00 on Sunday morning when we stand and sing and 
Christ has no east or west, we stand at the most segregated hour in 
this nation. This is tragic." 
That was in 1947. Unfortunately, the statement still rings true today. 
Seventy years later. 
Race, background, baggage - we all come from different places, with 
different outlooks and different stories. Yet Jesus prayed we would be 
ONE in Him. This doesn't mean we sit back idly and hope it works out 
- we are called to "pursue peace and work to maintain it." 
In the most paradoxal of statements: we must fight for peace.

In the Bible.
1 Peter 3:8-11 
8 Finally, all of you should be of one mind. Sympathize with each 
other. Love each other as brothers and sisters. Be tenderhearted, and 
keep a humble attitude. 9 Don’t repay evil for evil. Don’t retaliate with 
insults when people insult you. Instead, pay them back with a 
blessing. That is what God has called you to do, and he will grant you 
his blessing. 10 For the Scriptures say, 



“If you want to enjoy life 
   and see many happy days, 
keep your tongue from speaking evil 
   and your lips from telling lies. 
11 Turn away from evil and do good. 
   Search for peace, and work to maintain it. 

Romans 14:19 
19 So then let us pursue what makes for peace and for mutual 
upbuilding. 

John 17:20-23 
“I am praying not only for these disciples but also for all who will ever 
believe in me through their message. 21 I pray that they will all be one, 
just as you and I are one—as you are in me, Father, and I am in you. 
And may they be in us so that the world will believe you sent me. 
22 “I have given them the glory you gave me, so they may be one as we 
are one. 23 I am in them and you are in me. May they experience such 
perfect unity that the world will know that you sent me and that you love 
them as much as you love me.  

Questions.
1. What are your thoughts on Jesus' prayer for us in John 17? 
2. How can you change the perceptions of the past that have caused 
division? 
3. What are ways you can help unite the people around you in Jesus? 
 What could that look like? 

Whenever you read the Bible, ask yourself these three questions: 
1. What does this tell you about God? 
2. What does this tell you about yourself and the world? 
3. How is this going to change who you are and how you live?  


