
The Presence Led Church XII 

“Be Imitators of God” 

June 21, 2020 

Recognize Fathers and Pray for Them 

Matthew 16:18-19 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and 

the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatsoever you loose on earth will be loosed 

in heaven.” 

Theme Text: Ephesians 5:1-13 (vs. 1-2) 

“Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 

Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” 

Introduce the two Taters in the Tater Family 

 Spec – Tator (glasses/binoculars – watches from a distance to see what others are doing, he 

knows how everyone should play the game as he sits in the stands and watches. He is great at 

giving advice but not at doing it) 

 Imi – Tator (mirror/word – is in the game and is mimicking and following the pattern and 

example of the leader. He is learning and implementing what he is learning)  

1. Be imitators (mimetes = a follower, an imitator) 

● Imitator in Webster is defined as to follow as a pattern, model, or example; mimic. 

● Children mimicking us as their parents…repeating something we said, acting in the same 

manner as us. 

● You will imitate those you spend time with and those you respect. 

● Christian = Christ-like 

● Romans 8:14 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

● Romans 8:19 “For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing 

of the sons of God.” 

● Sons = huios = this Greek word as opposed to Teknion/children which stresses the fact 

of their spiritual birth on the other hand  huios/sons stresses the fact that their conduct 

gives evidence of the dignity of their relationship and their likeness to His character. 

Be imitators of God not only in works but in character. The earth is groaning for sons!!!! 

Romans 8:29 “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, 

that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” 

● Image = eikon = a likeness, representation, resemblance 

God is wanting a lot of Jesus Look Alikes – Imitators in the earth!!! 

IMITATING GOD’S CHARACTER – Developing the character of God is accomplished by developing the 

same fruits that were easily recognizable in His life. 



Galatians 5:13-26 

Matthew 7:15-21 

Gifts are given – character is grown (the seed is in us – will we cultivate it) 

The fertilizer where fruit grows is dead flesh… 

The first fruit we are looking at is “love”.  

2 Present Benefits of cultivating this fruit in our lives: 

1. Frees from Fear – I John 4:17-19 

● Matthew 22:37-39 “all = holos = whole, complete, altogether (no idols – so no fear of losing 

anything) – Loving God, Loving Others 

● Matthew 10:29-31; Hebrews 11:27 

2. Love enables us to conquer all things – I Corinthians 13:8; I John 4:7-8; Romans 8:28-37 

● Never = not even at any time, never at all 

● Fails = be driven out of one’s course, to lose, become inefficient, fail, take none effect 

3 Steps to Cultivating the Fruit of Love toward the heavenly Father 

1. Develop sight of God – I John 4:7-8; Matthew 14:3-14 

2. Praying in the Spirit – keep yourselves in the love of God – Jude 20-21; John 21:15-17; I Peter 

1:7-8; Acts 2:4 

3. Practice Love – I John 4:12; I John 4:8 (God is Love); John 1:1 (Word is God) – so love is putting 

the Word of God into practice (John 14:15,21) Love is obedience not a feeling… 

● Matthew 26:39; John 15:13 

Peter – John 21:15-17; I Peter 1:6-8; Acts 4:18; Acts 5:40-41; Acts 10:34; Acts 12 “Agape” 

John – Luke 9:54 

 Sons of Thunder 

 Acts 12:1-2 

 Apostles martyred – John burning oil – Isle of Patmos 

 Relationship to Church of Ephesus 

 Wrote Gospel of John and Epistles from Ephesus 

 History: There is a church tradition, which says, that when John was evidently an old man in 

Ephesus, he had to be carried to the church in the arms of his disciples.  At these meetings, he 

was accustomed to say no more than, "Little children, love one another!"  After a time, the 

disciples wearied at always hearing the same words, asked, "Master, why do you always say 

this?" "It is the Lord's command," was his reply. "And if this alone be done, it is enough!" 

 John 13:34-35 “A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another, as I have loved 

you, that you also love one another. By this all will know that you are my disciples, if you have 

love for one another.” 

 John 15:12-13 “This is My commandment, that you love one another as I have love you. 

Greater love has no one than this, than to lay down one’s life for his friends.” 



 I John 3:16-17 “By this we know love, because He laid down His life for us. And we also ought 

to lay down our lives for the brethren. But whoever has this worlds goods, and sees a brother 

in need, and shuts up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him?” 

 I John 4:7-12 “Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God, and everyone who loves is 

born of God and knows God. He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. In this 

the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the 

world, that we might live through Him. In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He 

loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. Beloved, if God so loved us, we 

also ought to love one another. No one has seen God at any time. If we love one another, God 

abides in us, and His love has been perfected in us.” 

 I John 4:20-5:3 “If someone says, I love God, and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who 

does not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen? 

And this commandment we have from Him, that he who loves God must love his brother also. 

Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone who loves Him who 

begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. By this we know that we love the children of 

God, when we love Bod and keep His commandments, For this is the love of God, that we 

keep His commandments, and His commandments are not burdensome.” 

 II John 5 “And now I plead with you, lady, not as though I wrote a new commandment to you, 

but that which we have had from the beginning, that we love one another.” 

 Revelation 2:1-5 

I Corinthians 13 

Application Questions: 

1. Take I Corinthians 13 and in the place of love put your name and read it this way every day this 

week. 

2. How will you cultivate the fruit of love in your life this week? List 2-3 ways and get with 

someone and share your commitment to growth with them. 

 

 


