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Matthew 16:18-19 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and 

the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatsoever you loose on earth will be loosed 

in heaven.” 

Theme Text: Ephesians 5:1-2  

“Therefore, be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 

Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” 

Introduce the two Taters in the Tater Family 

 Spec – Tator (glasses/binoculars – watches from a distance to see what others are doing, he 

knows how everyone should play the game as he sits in the stands and watches. He is great at 

giving advice but not at doing it) 

 Imit – Tator (mirror/word – is in the game and is mimicking and following the pattern and 

example of the leader. He is learning and implementing what he is learning)  

 Be imitators (mimetes = a follower, an imitator) 

● Imitator in Webster is defined as to follow as a pattern, model, or example; mimic. 

● Children mimicking us as their parents…repeating something we said, acting in the same 

manner as us. 

● You will imitate those you spend time with and those you respect. 

● Christian = Christ-like 

● Romans 8:14 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

● Romans 8:19 “For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing 

of the sons of God.” 

● Sons = huios = this Greek word as opposed to Teknion/children which stresses the fact 

of their spiritual birth on the other hand  huios/sons stresses the fact that their conduct 

gives evidence of the dignity of their relationship and their likeness to His character. 

Be imitators of God not only in works but in character. The earth is groaning for sons!!!! 

Romans 8:29 “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, 

that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” 

● Image = eikon = a likeness, representation, resemblance 

God is wanting a lot of Jesus Look Alikes – Imitators in the earth!!! 

IMITATING GOD’S CHARACTER – Developing the character of God is accomplished by developing the 

same fruits that were easily recognizable in His life. 

Galatians 5:22-23 



Matthew 7:15-21 

Gifts are given – character is grown (the seed is in us – will we cultivate it) 

The fertilizer where fruit grows is dead flesh…Resurrection life springs out of a crucified life. 

Today, we are going to look at the fruit of Joy. 

Text: Deuteronomy 28:47-48  

“Because you did not serve the Lord your God with joy and gladness of heart, for the abundance of 

everything, therefore you shall serve your enemies, whom the Lord will send against you in hunger, in 

thirst, in nakedness, and in everything; and He will put a yoke of iron on your neck until He has 

destroyed you.” 

 Joy = simchah = blithesomeness or glee, exceeding, gladness, joy(fulness), pleasure, rejoicing 

 Gladness = tuwb = good, goodness, beauty, welfare, joy, go well with 

Three Functions of the Fruit of Joy 

 To produce victory 

 To provide fulfillment 

 To break the yoke of the enemy 

Luke 15:10 

To Produce Victory 

2 Peter 2:19 “While they promise them liberty, they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by whom a 

person is overcome, by him also he is brought into bondage.” 

 Whatever overcomes an individual becomes his master (fear, anger, lust, bitterness, people) 

I Peter 4:12-13 “Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though 

some strange thing happened to you; but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s sufferings, 

that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy.” 

 Rejoice = chairo = cheerful, to be calmly happy or well off, be glad 

 Joy = angalliao = to jump for joy, exult, be exceedingly glad 

 Joy is the strength that enables a person to remain steadfast and unmovable. 

 Joy is a preventative fruit that protects against falling into bondage to the enemy. 

 God wants us to be stable not on a roller coaster – Joy is a key to stability. 

Hebrews 12:2-4 “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set 

before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat at the right hand of the throne of God. 

For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners against Himself, lest you become weary and 

discouraged in your souls. You have not resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin.” 

 Joy = chara = cheerfulness, calm delight, gladness, exceeding joy 

 It was joy that gave Jesus strength to stand against the enemy 



To Provide Fulfillment 

James 1:2-4 “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of 

your faith produces patience, but let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and 

complete, lacking nothing.” 

 Joy = chara = cheerfulness, calm delight, gladness, exceeding joy 

 Patience = hypomone = cheerful or hopeful endurance, constancy, enduring 

 Perfect = teleios = complete (growth mental or moral character), completeness, of full age 

 Complete/Entire = holokleros = complete in every part, perfectly sound, whole 

 Lacking nothing = not even one,  

Nehemiah 8:10 “Then he said to them, Go your way, eat the fat, drink the sweet, and send portions to 

those for whom nothing is prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not sorrow, for the joy of the 

Lord is your strength.” 

 Joy = chedvah = rejoicing, gladness 

 Strength = maowz = a fortified place, defence, force, fortress 

3 Promises in James 

 They will be perfect 

 They will be entire 

 They will want (lack) nothing 

2 Peter 1:3 “as His divine power as given to us all things that pertain to life and godliness, through the 

knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue.” 

Isaiah 12:3 “Therefore with joy you will draw water from the wells of salvation.” 

 Joy = sasown = cheerfulness, gladness, rejoicing 

 Draw = shaab = to pale up water 

 Wells = mayan = a fountain, a source, spring 

 Salvation = ye shewuh = saved, deliverance, aid, victory, prosperity, health 

A trial is an attempt from the enemy to steal something of value from a believer – joy is the bucket that 

enables a person to scoop into the wells of salvation and draw out whatever is lacking in life. 

Breaking off the yoke of the enemy 

James 1:2 “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials.” 

 This is a command as much as love one another 

 Often we count it all joy for 30 seconds and then our confession becomes our complaining 

Proverbs 15:23 “A man has joy by the answer of his mouth, and a word spoken in due season, how good 

it is!” 

Joy is not based on feelings or circumstances; joy is bestowed by God and resides in one’s spirit. 



Psalm 105:37,43 “He also brought them out with silver and gold, and there was none feeble (kashal = to 

totter or waver, to falter, stumble, or fail, cast down, overthrown) among His tribes…He brought out His 

people with joy, His chosen ones with gladness (shout of joy, proclamation, rejoicing, shouting, 

triumph). 

How do we cultivate joy? 

 By developing our faith  Romans 10:17; John 15:11; I John 1:4; Psalm 19:8; Jeremiah            

                  15:26; Philippians 1:25 

 How much word is “eaten” assimilated is directly connected to the joy in the 

heart of the believer. 

Romans 15:13 “Now may the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, that you may 

abound in hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.” 

 

 By giving ourselves to others Philippians 2:17; I Thessalonians 2:19-20; Psalm 126:6; Proverbs      

        12:20; John 3:27-30; Acts 20:22-24 

 Self smothers joy  

 Joy is based 100% on eternal considerations. When trials occur in the temporal 

realm they do not affect the eternal realm. 

 

 Seeking His Presence  Psalm 16:11; Luke 15:10 

Questions and Application: 

1. Is joy an evident fruit in your life? Ask those around you if they see the evidence of joy. 

2. Consider James 1:2-4 and discuss with others. Do you struggle remaining joyful in trials? Why? 

3. How will you cultivate joy in your life? Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to show you ways and to help 

you develop joy in your life. 


