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Matthew 16:18-19 “And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will build My church, and 

the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and 

whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatsoever you loose on earth will be loosed 

in heaven.” 

Paul’s Epistle to the Ephesians: 

1. On Paul’s second missionary journey he spent a short time in Ephesus (Acts 18:20-21). He then 

returns on his third missionary journey and spends 3 years in Ephesus (Acts 19:1-21; 20:31). Paul 

exhorts the elders in Ephesus on his way to Jerusalem and the end of his third journey (Acts 

20:17-38).  

2. Ephesians is one of the Pauline Prison Epistles along with Colossians, Philippians, and Philemon. 

It was written in the late 50s to early 60s AD.  

3. The Outline of the Book 

 The first three chapters speak of our identity in Christ – the inheritance we have in Him. 

35 “In Him - In Whom – In Christ”. Look at Ephesians 1:3-14 for a few. 

 Ephesians 4:1 “I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the 

calling with which you were called,”. This verse is a hinge verse that shifts the focus to 

our conduct being worthy of who we are/our identity.  

 Watchmen Nee in is powerful commentary, “Sit, Walk, and Stand” gives a clear 

breakdown of this book. 

 Sit (a seat in company with) in your place: Ephesians 2:6 “and raised us up 

together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus.” 

 Walk worthy – Ephesians 4:1; 5 times the word “walk (peripateo = to tread all 

around, to walk at large, be occupied with) ” is used in chapters 4-5. 

 Stand – Ephesians 6:10-14; 4 times in these verses the word “stand” is used. 

Ephesians 4 – Key thoughts 

1. Unity – Ephesians 4:1-6 

2. 5-Fold Ministry to Equip the Saints for the work of ministry; Glorious Church/Fullness of Christ – 

Ephesians 4:7-16 

3. Put off the old man – put on the new man by the renewing of our mind – Ephesians 4:17-32 

Theme Text: Ephesians 5:1-15 

“Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 

Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” 

1. Be imitators (mimetes = a follower, an imitator) 

 Imitator in Webster is defined as to follow as a pattern, model, or example; mimic. 

 Children mimicking us as their parents…repeating something we said, acting in the same 

manner as us. 



 You will imitate those you spend time with and those you respect. 

 Christian = Christ-like 

 Romans 8:14 “For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God. 

 Romans 8:19 “For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly waits for the revealing 

of the sons of God.” 

 Sons = huios = this Greek word as opposed to Teknion/children which stresses the fact 

of their spiritual birth on the other hand  huios/sons stresses the act that their conduct 

gives evidence of the dignity of their relationship and their likeness to His character. 

Be imitators of God not only in works but in character. The earth is groaning for sons!!!! 

Romans 8:29 “For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, 

that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.” 

 Image = eikon = a likeness, representation, resemblance 

God is wanting a lot of Jesus Look Alikes – Imitators in the earth!!! 

IMITATING GOD’S CHARACTER – Developing the character of God is accomplished by developing the 

same fruits that were easily recognizable in His life. 

Galatians 5:22-23 

Matthew 7:15-21 

Gifts are given – character is grown (the seed is in us – will we cultivate it) 

The first fruit we are going to look at is “love”.  

2 Present Benefits of cultivating this fruit in our lives: 

1. Frees from Fear – I John 4:17-19 

 Matthew 22:37-39 “all = holos = whole, complete, altogether (no idols – so no fear of losing 

anything) – Loving God, Loving Others 

 Matthew 10:29-31; Hebrews 11:27 

2. Love enables us to conquer all things – I Corinthians 13:8; I John 4:7-8; Romans 8:28-37 

 Never = not even at any time, never at all 

 Fails = be driven out of one’s course, to lose, become inefficient, fail, take none effect 

3 Steps to Cultivating the Fruit of Love toward the heavenly Father 

1. Develop sight of God – I John 4:7-8; Matthew 14:3-14 

2. Praying in the Spirit – keep yourselves in the love of God – Jude 20-21; John 21:15-17; I Peter 

1:7-8; Acts 2:4 

3. Practice Love – I John 4:12; I John 4:8 (God is Love); John 1:1 (Word is God) – so love is putting 

the Word of God into practice (John 14:15,21) Love is obedience not a feeling… 

 Matthew 26:39; John 15:13  

Application Questions: 

1. Are you walking in love for God? For others? 



2. Are you loving God with all your heart, all your soul, all your mind, and strength? If not, what 

has your love more than God? Are you ready to lay it/them down? 

3. Practice the three steps to cultivating love this week. Write in your journal your experiences. 

4. RISK 

5. Memorize: I John 4:11-12 

 

 

 

 

 


