
The Presence Led Church VII 

“Equipping the Saints” 

March 22, 2020 

Opening Thoughts: 

Application from last week: 

 Set time for getting into God’s Word 

 Practicing an awareness of the Holy Spirit’s presence 

Church Reset – “Stand Up – Look Up – Rejoice” – Matthew 6:33-34 – Repentance - Prayer Revival 

Psalm 145:10-13 “All Your works shall praise You, O Lord, and Your saints shall bless You. They shall 

speak of the glory of Your kingdom, and talk of Your power, To make known to the sons of men His 

mighty acts, and the glorious majesty of His kingdom. Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and 

Your dominion endures throughout all generations.” 

Matthew 4:17 “From that time Jesus began to preach and to say, Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is 

at hand.” 

Luke 17:20-21; Matthew 6:33; Matthew 11:12 

 If the Kingdom of God is inside of me, why do I have to seek it? 
o Within = entos = inside, within 
o Seek = zeteo = seek, desire 
o First = proton = firstly (in time, place, order, or importance); at the beginning, chiefly  

 Kingdom suffers violence  
o Suffers violence = blazo = to force, to crowd oneself, to be seized, to press 
o Violent = biastes = forceful, a forcer, violent, energetic 
o Take it = harpazo = to seize, to catch, pluck, pull, take by force 

 
Advancing the Kingdom In Us and Through Us 

1. Individually In Us and Through Us 

 Psalm 1:1-3; Joshua 1:8; 2 Corinthians 10:3-6; Matthew 11:12 
o Our Life is reflection of our meditation 
o Revelation ---- Obedience ---- Transformation 
o What you think on the longest becomes the strongest 
o Warfare for thought life – this is how kingdom is advanced in us 
o Proverbs 23:7; Proverbs 4:23; Psalm 78:41 – Numbers 14:22-23; Galatians 5:16-25 
o Joshua 1:8 - “All that is written therein” – Buffet bar of obedience 
o Matthew 5-7 “Values of the Kingdom” – Jesus takes things to what is in our heart not 

just the external actions… 

 Matthew 5:13-16; Romans 8:14; Acts 8:26-40 
o Salt and Light (compromised our flavor – we have hid our light – time to Stand Up) 
o Kairos (chronos, kairos, pleroma) 

 Psalm 112:5-8; Lamentations 3:22-24; I John 4:17-21 



Theme Text: Matthew 16:17-19 

 “Jesus answered and said to him, Blessed are you, Simon BarJonah, for flesh and blood has not revealed 

this to you, but My Father who is in heaven. And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I 

will build (oikodomeo = to be a housebuilder, construct, build, edify) My church (ekklesia = calling out 

assembly), and the gates (pyle = the leaf or wing of a folding entrance, a gate) of Hades shall not prevail 

(katischyo = to overpower, prevail against) against it. And I will give you the keys of the kingdom of 

heaven, and whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will 

be loosed in heaven.” 

Ephesians 2:20-22; Ephesians 5:25-27 

The Primitive Church in Acts – formation and practices developing. As we look at this birthing and early 

development of the New Testament Church we are seeing His way for the church.  

Acts 2:1-47; John 14:12-18,26; John 16:13-15 

 Outpouring of the Spirit – in an atmosphere of prayer and seeking 

 Peter’s Message – this fulfills prophecy 

 Promise to you and to your children, and to all a far off, as many as the Lord calls. (39) 

 Community formed/Koinonia 

 “And they continued steadfastly (to be earnest towards, to persevere, to be constantly diligent) 

in the apostle’s doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and of prayers.” 

Acts 6:7; Acts 9:31; Acts 12:24; Acts 16:5; Acts 19:20; Acts 28:31 (no sense of ending) 

Acts 8:1-17,25,40  

 Mobilized Discipled Disciples carried out the gospel 

 Philip one of the 7 selected in Acts 6 to serve the tables (men of good reputation and full of the 

Holy Spirit and wisdom) is used powerfully in Samaria 

 When the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word they sent apostles 

Peter and John to help set things in place. 

 Philip discovers his calling as an evangelist as he is serving (Acts 21:8-9) 

Acts 10:44-48 

 Apostle Peter opens new territory to the Gentiles 

Acts 11:19-30 

 Mobilized Discipled Disciples end up at Antioch and there is a breakout of salvation 

 The church of Jerusalem hears about this and then send apostle Barnabus 

 He encourages them that with purpose (a setting forth) of heart they should continue with the 

Lord. 

 Barnabus recruits Paul  

 Barnabus and Paul taught for a whole year and the disciples were first called Christians (this was 

after they had sat under the instruction of this apostolic teaching team (I Timothy 2:7; II 

Timothy 1:11).  



 Prophets came from Jerusalem to Antioch. Plural…. Prophet Agabus brought forth a prophetic 

word about a famine and the disciples, each according to his ability, determined to send relief 

to the brethren dwelling in Judea.  

 The disciples had been equipped to hear the Holy Spirit and respond to Him. There was no 

manipulative activity by the apostles, prophets, or teachers to get the people to give. They were 

equipped by the 5-fold to hear the voice of God. The disciples determined to send relief… 

Acts 13:1-5 

 In the church that was at Antioch there were prophets, teachers, and apostles 

 Prophetic message comes to separate Barnabus and Paul for work God called them to 

 They sent them away = apolyo 

 So being sent out = ekpempo = to dispatch; by the Holy Spirit 

 Presence led church – it is the wind of the Holy Spirit that is moving the actions 

Acts 14:21-28 

 Apostles Barnabus and Paul returned and then appointed (to be a hand-reacher or voter, to 

select, ordain) elders in every church. Plural… Elders are not to be a novice 

Acts 15:2,6,13,19,22,28,30-35; Acts 16:4 

 Doctrinal question was taken up to the apostles and elders (interesting that the prophets,  

evangelists, and teachers are not mentioned here – some would hold that some of the Elders 

were also 5-fold ministry gifts of prophet, evangelist, and teachers)  

 After Peter, Paul, and Barnabus share James rises up and brings a conclusion to the matter. 

James is the leader among leaders (vs. 19). 

 They take the decision back to Antioch 

 Team ministry (vs. 35) 

Acts 20:17,28-32 

 Paul sends for the elders (presbyteros = older, a senior) in Ephesus to give them some final 

instruction as he is preparing to go to Jerusalem 

 Take heed to yourselves (I Timothy 3) and to all the flock (Character – person can desire the 

office of an Elder – no so with 5-fold gifts) 

 The calling to be an elder is by the Holy Spirit (vs. 28) 

 The Holy Spirit has made them overseers (episkopos = over a watch, a sentry) 

 The elders are to shepherd (pomaino = to tend as a shepherd, to feed, rule) 

 Satan wants to destroy you – it is when we stay with the flock, receiving ministry that we 

become equipped 

Acts 21:8-15 

 Philip the evangelist 

 Philip had four daughters who prophesied (not called prophets they operated in the gift of 

prophecy) 

 Agabus the prophet gives Paul a personal predictive prophecy. 

 The people from this word plead with Paul not to up to Jerusalem 



 Paul was not persuaded by the pleas nor did the prophetic word determine his direction but it 

prepared him for what he would face. (Important concept) 

The Gathering was a place to equip and edify the ministers (saints) who do the work of ministry – 

Paradigm shift is needed.  

Ephesians 4:11-16 - Five Fold Equipping Gifts (we have seen throughout the Book of Acts) 

God’s way is the body ministering to the body – every part doing it’s share so that the body is built up 

and grows. 

PowerPoint: Definitions of the Five-Fold Ministry (Rick Renner teaching on the Five-Fold; Book 

Apostles and Prophets and the Coming Moves of God by Bishop Bill Hamon) 

1. Jesus functioned in all five of these gifts 

2. These are gifts/presents from Jesus to the church. This text uses the word “doma” 

3. Some indeed – emphatic 

4. Equipping = complete furnishing, perfecting (root word means to complete thoroughly, repair, 

adjust, fit, frame, mend) 

Apostle = apostolos = one who is sent away, pictures a messenger, an envoy, or a delegate 

“Admiral of a fleet of ships, usually sent on a military expedition to territories that were unreached.” 

Acts 13:1-5 “Paul and Barnabus sent away to unreached areas” 

Prophet = prophetes = to speak before, in front of, on behalf of, in advance of 

“A Prophet is one who speaks before the Lord, in front of people, on behalf of the Lord, and at times in 

advance of something” 

Acts 11:27-30 “Agabus and other prophets. Agabus spoke in front of the people, on behalf of the Lord, 

after being before the Lord in advance of the famine.” 

 Gift of Prophecy – I Corinthians 12:10; Acts 21:9 

 Spirit of Prophecy -  

Evangelist = euangelistes = a declarer or carrier of good news, a bringer of good news, 

“An Evangelist is a crystal clear channel through whom God speaks and of supernatural power.” 

Acts 8:5-8; Acts 21:8 

Pastor = poimen = the feeder, protector, and ruler of a flock of people 

“A Pastor is a feeder and protector of a flock to establish them.” 

Acts 20:17,28-30; Acts 14:23; I Peter 5:1-4 

Teacher = didaskalos = a fabulous, masterful teacher, to teach, instruct, or to prescribe. 

“A Teacher is one who has a mastery of knowledge to teach, inform, demonstrate, and prescribe out of 

relationship with the student(s).” 



Acts 13:1; 2 Timothy 1:11 

Equipping the saints in the character/manhood and calling/ministry of Christ (“…perfect man, to the 

measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ.” 

 Character - Romans 8:19, 14  

 Sons = huios = signifies relation of offspring to parent (children Greek word” teknon” - 

stresses the fact of their spiritual birth, on the other hand son Greek word “huios” their 

conduct gives evidence of the dignity of their relationship and their likeness to His character 

 Isaiah 64:8; Jeremiah 18:1-6 (The Potter, The Clay, The Wheel, The Furnace) 

 Integrity Checks 

 Obedience Checks 

 Purifying the Heart Motivation (jealousy and envy, self-promotion) 

 Calling 

 War – Psalm 144:1; Matthew 4:1-11 

 Ministry – Luke 4:18-19 

 Edify – John 13:14-15 

Discussion Questions and Application: 

 Who and what has God used to shape and form you as a follower of Jesus? (ie. People, books, 

disciplines, experiences) 

 What is God doing right now in your life to develop Christ character and calling. What is He 

asking you to do to partner with Him in this? 

 Take time to discuss this with those in your family or those you are watching with today. This is 

a great opportunity to see God’s activity in forming us into the image of His Son – Jesus. 

(Romans 8:28-29) 

 


