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Opening Thoughts: 
 
Matthew 16:13-19 

 Rock of revelation 

 Gates speak of authority – place of decisions – the authority structures of hell will not prevail 
against the church/ekklesia/the called out ones. 

 Keys of the kingdom – the ways of kingdom/God 

 Whatever you bind on earth has already been bound in heaven – whatever you loose on earth 
has already been loosed in heaven. “On earth as in heaven”. 

 
Presence Led Church: Led by His Spirit/Gifts, His Word, and His Character 
 
Theme Text: Ephesians 5:1-2 
 
“Therefore, be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 
Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” 
 

 Imitator = mimetes = a follower, and imitator (Webster = as to follow as a pattern, model, or 
example; mimic) 

 Imitating His works and character 

 We can be unrighteously right (Ephesians 5:15 “speaking the truth in love” – seeking the highest 
pgood of the other) 

 Moses knew God’s ways not just His acts - Psalm 103:7; Exodus 33:11-16 

 Unrighteously right – Speak the truth outside of the nature of God 

 Be a Presence Led Church – led by His voice and character 
 
Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such there is no law.” 
 

 Kindness according to W.E. Vine, one Greek scholar has described gentleness, or kindness, as “a 
kindly disposition toward others,” whereas goodness is defined as “a kindly activity on their 
behalf.” (W.E. Vine’s Expository Dictionary of New Testament Words) 

 In other words, kindness is what people see in a believer, and goodness is what they outwardly 
experience from that believer. 

 If a believer does not have a kind disposition toward people, then he cannot possibly manifest 
goodness toward them. These two fruits are closely intertwined. 

 Without kindness, there will be no manifested goodness. This is particularly true in the case of 
forgiveness. Kindness brings a tender disposition, which is necessary to manifest the works of 
forgiveness. 

 
Ephesians 4:32 “And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God in 
Christ forgave you.” 
 



Share examples of Jesus showing kindness and goodness: 
 

 Woman at the well 

 Woman caught in adultery 

 Leprous man 
 
The Main Function of the fruit of kindness is that it enables believers to be the salt of the earth! 
 
Matthew 5:13-16 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses it’ flavor, how shall it be seasoned? 
It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men. You are the light of the 
world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, 
but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all that are in the house. Let your light so shine before men, that 
they may see your good works and glorify your Father in heaven.” 
 

 Salt is a type for the fruit of kindness because it brings seasoning to the earth. In a culture full of 
rudeness and name calling, encountering a truly kind person is like finding an oasis in a desert. 
Typical of salt, a believer’s kindness brings savor, or seasoning, to the earth. 

 Light is a type of the fruit of goodness. Jesus says in this passage that light is a person’s good 
works, or works of goodness. Since goodness is defined as a kindly activity on behalf of others, 
then kindness within must always precede outward acts of goodness.  

 We see this in the life of the Apostle Paul. 
 I Thessalonians 2:7-9 
 Kindness was the doorway to the good works (goodness) 
 Analogy of a mother and her children 

 Jesus continues in the Matthew 5 text to tell us that if we lose our flavor (kindness) we are good 
for nothing. The Greek word in Galatians 5:22 for kindness is chrestotes meaning “usefulness”. A 
believer who loses his kindly disposition toward someone automatically loses his usefulness for 
God. Our usefulness is determined by the degree to which the fruit of kindness has been 
developed in our lives. 

 Philippians 2:14-15  
 If we murmur, dispute, and complain our lights will not shine. 
 Murmuring, disputing, and complaining causes our disposition to change. 

 If the enemy can steal or distort the fruit of kindness in our lives, then the fruit of goodness will 
automatically wither. 

 
Three spiritual effects/functions of the fruit of kindness may be compared to three of the many physical 
attributes of salt: 
 

1. The first function is comparable to the purifying work of salt upon the earth. Salt can be used to 
prepare the soil for bearing fruit. In the same way, kindness prepares the hearts of unbelievers  
for receiving the implantation of the seed of reconciliation. 
 Titus 3:3-5 – Believers who are salt, are God’s expression of His kindness and goodness and 

it opens the hearts of unbelievers. 
 I Peter 3:1-4 

 
2. The second function is comparable to the universal quality of salt. Salt is the same everywhere. 

“No respecter of locations”. The fruit of kindness is “no respecter of persons; regardless of how 



unsavory a person or situation may be, it always has the same quality and always produces the 
same flavor.  

 James 2:9 
 Mark 9:50 
 Places believers need to remain salty: 

o With unbelievers 
o With our family – I Timothy 5:8; Ephesians 5:28-29; Titus 2:4-5 

 
3. The third function is comparable to the antiseptic quality of salt. Like salt the fruit of kindness 

has antiseptic qualities that make it useful as a mouthwash. 
 Ephesians 4:29; Colossians 4:6 
 One effect the fruit of kindness will have on a believer’s mouth is that it will enable him 

to turn away wrath. Proverbs 15:1 
 A second effect is it will enable him to withhold wounds. Proverbs 18:8; Proverbs 18:21; 

Proverbs 16:24 
 The third effect that the fruit of kindness will have on a believer’s mouth is to enable 

him to cease strife. Proverbs 26:20 
 
Matthew 5:15-16 “Nor do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives 
light to all that are in the house. Let your light so shine among men, that they may see your good works 
and glorify your Father in heaven.” 
 

 Jesus warns those whose lamps are lit to guard against baskets that would prevent their lights 
from shining. Baskets are anything that would come against a believer and distort his disposition 
in order to affect his kindness, which will inevitably quench his goodness. 

 Revelation 2:4-5 

 Offense – Proverbs 18:19; Matthew 24:9-10  
 Two consequences of being offended – betrayal and hatred 
 Betrayal means to turn against what was once followed. 
 Offended by someone who once was a dear friend and your disposition changes no 

longer is there a kindness toward them – begin to shun them, close them out of your 
life. Care-flict. 

 How do we overcome offense so that we can cultivate the fruits of kindness and 
goodness? 

o The Word of God – John 16:1; Psalm 119:165; Mark 4:16-17 
o The Love of God – I Corinthians 13:4-7; Jude 20-21 
o Through ministry – John 13:15; Matthew 5:44 

 Intimidation – 2 Timothy 1:6-7; Proverbs 28:1 
 How to develop holy boldness in our lives 

o Spend time with Jesus “The Lion of the tribe of Judah” – Proverbs 28:1; Acts 
4:13; Amos 3:8 

o Ask for it – James 4:2; Acts 4:29-31; Matthew 7:9-11 
o Pray for one another – Ephesians 6:18-20 

 
The life and death of Jesus was the manifestation of God’s kindness and goodness to the world. 
 
Application and Closing: 
 



1. Are there baskets over your light? Is it a basket of offense? Are there people you have closed 
out of your life due to offense? What is God asking you to do, today? 

2. Does kindness effect your speech? With your family, friends, co-workers? Do you speak things to 
your family you would not speak to others? Why?  

3. This week look for practical ways to show kindness to those around you. Be conscious of their 
responses to kindness. 

 


