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“Be Imitators of God – Faithfulness” 

September 6, 2020 

Presence Led Church: Led by His Spirit/Gifts, His Word, and His Character 

Theme Text: Ephesians 5:1-2 

“Therefore, be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 

Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” 

 Imitator = mimetes = a follower, and imitator (Webster = as to follow as a pattern, model, or 
example; mimic) 

 Imitating His works and character 

 Be a Presence Led Church – led by His voice and character 
 

Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 

faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such there is no law.” 

Matthew 25:21 “His lord said to him, well done, good and faithful servant; you are faithful over a few 

things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.” 

Daniel 6:1-4 “It pleased Darius to set over the kingdom one hundred and twenty satraps, to be over the 

whole kingdom; and over these, three governors of whom Daniel was one, that the satraps might give 

account to them, so that the king would suffer no loss. Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the 

governors and satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him 

over the whole realm. So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel 

concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there 

any error or fault found in him.” 

 Excellent = preeminent or outstanding 

 Daniel had such an excellent spirit about him that he “stood out” 

 What caused Daniel to stand out “faithfulness” 
 

Proverbs 20:6 “Most men will proclaim each his own goodness, but who can find a faithful man?” 

Psalm 101:6 “My eyes shall be on the faithful (to go to the right hand, to build up or support, firm or 

trust, be permanent) of the land, that they may dwell with me; he who walks in a perfect way, he shall 

serve Me.” 

Function of Faithfulness in a Believers Life: 

1. To equip believers to exercise stewardship over God’s goods 

  Genesis 2:4-8,15; Genesis 3:23-24 

 Man was to steward – his lack of faithfulness caused him to be driven out of the garden 

 Proverbs 28:20 “A faithful man will abound with blessings, but he who hastens to be rich 
will not go unpunished.” 



 Matthew 24:45-47 “Who then is a faithful and wise servant, whom his master made 
ruler over his household, to give food in due season? Blessed is that servant whom his 
master, when he comes, will find so doing. Assuredly, I say to you that he will make him 
ruler over all his goods.” 

 Matthew 25:14-30 (Talents, Gifts, Opportunities, Time, Things, Temple) 
 

2. To enable believers to experience fellowship with the Father 

 Moses - Numbers 12:1,2,5-8 (faithful) 

 Jesus – John 5:30; John 8:3-11,26; Hebrews 3:1-2 (faithful) 

 John 10:27 “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.” 

 Believers are not faithful to follow because they hear the voice of the Good Shepherd, 
rather, they hear the Good Shepherd’s voice because they are faithful (trustworthy, 
trustful) 

 God doesn’t speak to believers just so they can say God spoke to them but He speaks to 
those He can trust to follow Him. 

 Psalm 25:12-14 

 My testimony of not hearing 

 Middle of the night obedience – private obedience 

 One minister said, “When you pray, wear your shoes.” 
 

3. To enable believers to experience the joy of pleasing the Father 

 Matthew 25:21 “His Lord said to him, Well done, good and faithful servant; you were 
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of 
your lord.” 

 John 8:29 “And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I 
always do those things that please Him.” 

 Be faithful to God should be a priority – bringing Him pleasure but often we are busy 
doing things for God that we are often doing our own works in His name. We don’t 
believe this but it is the truth – “obedience is better than sacrifice/performance. 

 Proverbs 25:13 “Like the cold snow in time of harvest is a faithful messenger to those 
who send him, for he refreshes the soul of his masters.” 

 Hebrews 11:6; Romans 1:17: Habakkuk 2:4 

 Hebrews 11 “faith – faithfulness” 

 Why do I stand on God’s word when I go through a trial? If it is solely to get some 
personal desire fulfilled, then our motive is not to please God. On the other hand, if we 
stand firm on God’s word because we know that by doing so we are being faithful and 
are pleasing our Father, then our motive is pure. 

 

How do we cultivate and develop the fruit of faithfulness? 

1. By being faithful in that which is least 

 Luke 16:10 “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who is 
unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.” 

 Vows – Ecclesiastes 5:1-5; Acts 5:1-5 

 Family – Genesis 18:16-19; Ephesians 5:22-6:4; Proverbs 22:6; I Timothy 3:1-13 



 Work – Luke 16:12; Colossians 3:22-23 
 

2. By being faithful with money 

 Luke 16:11 “Therefore if you have not been faithful in the unrighteous mammon, who 
will commit to your trust the true riches.” 

 I Timothy 3:3; Luke 16:13 

 3 Ways money separates our affection from God 
 Thoughts – Matthew 6:33-34 
 Time – John 6:27 
 Accumulation and Possession – 2 Corinthians 9:7; I Timothy 6:10 

 

3. By being aware of God’s indwelling presence 

 John 8:29 “And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I 
always do those things that please Him.” 

 Colossians 1:27; 2 Corinthians 6:16; I John 4:15; I John 4:4 
 

 

 
 


