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The Culture of Heaven – Revelation 7:9-12; Matthew 6:10 
 
Theme Text: Ephesians 5:1-2 
 
“Therefore be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 
Himself for us, an offering and sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” 
 

 Imitator = mimetes = a follower, and imitator (Webster = as to follow as a pattern, model, or 
example; mimic) 

 
God is looking for a people who will imitate Him in the earth…  
 
Not only doing His works: 
 
“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me, the works that I do he will do also; and greater 
works than these he will do, because I go to My Father.” John 14:12 
 
But also His character – developing the character of God is accomplished b developing the same fruits 
that were easily recognizable in His life: 
 
“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, long suffering, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, 
self-control. Against such there is no law.” Galatians 5:22-23 
 
Gifts are given – character/fruit is grown. 

o Know them by their fruit – Matthew 7:15-21; John 13:35; John 17:22-23 
o Cultivate = to prepare, to loosen or break up soil (Merriam Webster) – Bible word “till” is used 

and means to serve, to work, labor, bring to pass 
 
Galatians 5:22 “But the fruit of the Spirit is…peace…” 
 
Today I would like us to look at the fruit of Peace. 
 
Peace = eirene = one, peace, quietness, rest, set at one again 
 
Matthew 24:3-14 

 Deceives = planao = to cause to roam (from safety, truth, or virtue), go astray, seduce, wander, 
be out of the way 

 Troubled = throeo = clamor, to frighten 
o Merriam Webster defines clamor as noisy shouting, a loud continuous noise 

 
Functions of the Fruit of Peace: 
 

1. To prevent the hearts of God’s people being troubled 
 



John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not as the world gives do I give to you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 

 My peace = eirene 

 Troubled = tarasso = to stir or agitate (roil water) 

 Afraid = deiliao = to be timid, timidity 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with 
thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; and the peace of God, which surpasses all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” 
Luke 10:38-42 

 Guard = to be a watcher in advance, to mount guard as a sentinel, hem in, protect, keep with a 
garrison 

 
2. To determine direction for our life 

 
Colossians 3:15 “And let the peace of God rule in your hearts, to which also you were called in one body, 
and be thankful.” 
 

 Rule = brabeuo = to act as an umpire, to arbitrate, decide 

 The peace of God will keep you in bounds of God’s will  
 

3. To enable us to be peacemakers. 
 
Proverbs 4:23 “Keep your heart with all diligence, for out of it spring the issues of life.” 
 

 Whatever is in a person’s heart will be manifested in their treatment of one another. 
 
Isaiah 9:6; Ephesians 2:13,14,17 
 
Matthew 5:9 “Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called the sons (Huios) of God.” 
 
Hebrews 12:14 “Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord;” 
 
How do we cultivate and develop the fruit of peace in our life? 
 

1. Prayer 
 
Philippians 4:6-7 

 Prayer with thanksgiving 
 
Isaiah 57:19-20 “I create the fruit of the lips; peace, peace to him who is far off and to him who is near, 
Says the Lord, and I will heal him. But the wicked are like the troubled sea, when it cannot rest. Whose 
waters cast up mire and dirt.” 
 
Hebrews 13:15 “Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to God, that is, the fruit 
of our lips, giving thanks to His name.” 
 



I Corinthians 14:14-17 
I Timothy 2:1-2 
 
Matthew 5:43-45,48 “You have heard that it was said, You shall love your neighbor and hate your 
enemy. But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who curse you, do good to those who hate you, 
and pray for those who spitefully use you and persecute you, that you may be sons (huios) of your 
Father in heaven; for He makes His sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and 
on the unjust…Therefore you shall be perfect, just as (imitators) your Father in heaven is perfect.” 
 

2. Abiding in Jesus 
 
John 15:4-5 “Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless it abides in the 
vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. I am the vine, you are the branches. He who abides in Me, 
and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do nothing.” 

 Abide = to stay, dwell, be present, remain 
 
John 16:33 “These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may have peace, in the world you will 
have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have overcome the world.” 
 
Luke 22:21-24 

 Insecurity – lack of inner peace 

 Wondering if they might be the one to betray Jesus 

 Disputing over who was the greatest (John 3:27) 

 No peace if you are not secure in your identity and value in Christ 
 
Isaiah 26:3 “You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed on You, because he trusts in You.” 
 
Practicals: 

1. My thought life 
2. Consecrating my life-surrender Luke 9:23 
3. Daily Office 
4. Practicing the Presence of Jesus 
5. Just Breathe 

 
3. Loving the Word of the Lord 

 
Psalm 119:165 “Great peace have those who love Your law, and nothing causes them to stumble.” 
 
John 14:21-24 
 
Philippians 4:9 “The things which you learned and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the 
God of peace will be with you.” 
 
Isaiah 48:17-18 “Thus says the Lord, your Redeemer, The Holy One of Israel; I am the Lord your God, 
who teaches you to profit, who leads you by the way you should go. Oh, that you had heeded My 
commandments! Then your peace would have been like a river, and your righteousness like the waves 
of the sea.” 
 



Proverbs 3:1-2 “My son, do not forget my law, but let your heart keep my commands; for length of days 
and long life and peace they will add to you.” 
 
John 14:27 “Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you, not as the world gives do I give to you. Let 
not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid.” 
 
Revelation 6:4 “Another horse, fiery red, went out. And it was granted to the one who sat on it to take 
peace from the earth, and that people should kill one another; and there was given to him a great 
sword.” 
 
The world can only offer its inhabitants an unstable, short lived, doomed substitute for true, lasting 
peace. 
 
The Child of God is promised: 

1. Peace in the land (Leviticus 26:6) 
2. Peace in the end (Psalm 37:37) 
3. Peace in his mind (Philippians 4:7) 
4. Peace in his heart (Philippians 4:7) 
5. Peace in abundance (Psalm 72:7) 
6. Peace in his children (Isaiah 54:13) 
7. Peace throughout eternity (I Kings 2:33) 

 
The Child of God: 

1. Lives in peace (2 Corinthians 13:11) 
2. Lies down in peace (Psalm 4:8) 
3. Sleeps in peace (Psalm 4:8) 
4. Sows in peace (James 3:18) 
5. Follows peace (Hebrews 12:14) 
6. Seeks peace (I Peter 3:11) 
7. Preaches peace (Acts 10:36) 

 
The Child of God experiences: 

1. Perfect peace (Isaiah 26:3) 
2. Great peace (Psalm 119:165) 
3. Multiplied peace (2 Peter 1:2) 
4. Peace within (Psalm 122:8) 
5. Peace with his enemies (Proverbs 16:7) 
6. Peace with his brethren (I Thessalonians 5:13) 
7. Peace with his God (Romans 5:1) 
8. Peace beyond understanding (Philippians 4:7) 

 
Isaiah 9:6; Isaiah 53:5 
 
Application: 

1. Set a regular prayer time 
2. Practice the Presence of Jesus – learning to abide 
3. Daily declare the Child of God list given in the notes. 
4. As you read scripture find at least one thing everyday to apply and do. 



 
 
 


