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Culture of Heaven  

When we think of the phrase, “on earth as it is in heaven” what do you think of? It’s 

probably the Lord’s prayer...  

Matthew 6:7-13(v9-10 “Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your 

kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.”  

● This prayer starts with our view of God: (1) The Father of the Faith Family; (2) He 

abides in heaven; (3) His name is hallowed  

○ “Hallowed” - to regard as holy, different, other than  

● Jesus instructions were for His followers to pray that the heavenly kingdom of their 

Father would be established on earth, where His reign and His will would be done.  

There are two time frames in Scripture where theres no need for the Lord’s Prayer. One in 

the past (The Garden) and the other is ahead (The New Heaven & Earth).  

The Lord’s Prayer is a Prayer for the in-between...and it is a declaration of:  

- Worship (Hallowed be your name) - 

Mission (Your Kingdom Come) - Trust 

(give us this day...) - Obedience (Your 

will be done)  



We have to be careful not to hijack the Lord’s prayer, turning it into a prayer for our 

will instead of His. It is a prayer that acknowledges He’s the King, not me.  

(Genesis 1:26-28; 2:18-25)THE GARDEN (HEAVEN ON EARTH): 

Humanity living in perfect relationship with God & one another and as 

representatives of God in the world.  

● Love and trust the one true God  
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● Love and serve one another  

● Live as Holy representatives of a Holy God  

The Fall - Genesis 3 (specifically 3:5-6)  

● The cause of the fall is idolatry - “you will be like God...” THEY ALREADY WERE 

MADE IN HIS IMAGE AND LIKENESS!  

● The temptation was to make themselves God...they choose to commit mutiny 

against God by defining for themselves what was good and evil.  

The redemptive plan of God has always been the restoration of what was severed 

through the fall. The restoration of garden fellowship between humans and God, 

between humans and humans, and the restoration of God’s people as His 

representatives to the earth.  

-- This is what Jesus came to accomplish...  

When the New Testament Apostles are explaining to the early Christian community 

what Christ has done and what it means to be one of his followers, they use different 

Old Testament models in order to describe it.  

1 Peter 2:9-10 You are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, 

God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of 

God, for he called you out of the darknes into his wonderful light.  



When Peter uses this language to describe the Church, he isn’t pulling it out of thin air. 

He is referring back to the way God spoke to the Israelites coming out of the Exodus.  

Exodus 19:4-6 “You have seen what I did to the Egyptians. You know how I carried you 

on eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. Now if you will obey me and keep my 

covenant, you will be my own special treasure from among all the peoples on earth; 

for all the earth belongs to me. And you will be my kingdom of priests, my holy 

nation.”  

Theocracy: A culture where God is King  
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The Culture of Heaven is a Theocracy not a Democracy, so it’s about OBEDIENCE not 

OPINIONS.  

- Ultimately they reject God as King. (1 Samuel 8)  

Exodus 20:1-3 And God spoke all these words, saying, “I am the Lord your God, who 

brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery. You shall have no 

other gods before me...”  

Israel was to be a garden colony. In a world of idols, injustice and immorality...they would 

live heaven on earth where they were obedient to His reign, submitted to His will and 

where they lived on mission as representatives of God.  

Monotheism (one God) in a Polytheistic (many gods) World  

Reasons for the god’s of the nations:  

- Meet my needs - 

Solve my problems - 

Gratify my desires - 

Secure my future  



Psalm 96:5 For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens.  

IDOLATRY WAS THE PROBLEM for Israel  

- The ministry of the prophets (specifically Elijah, Hosea, Isaiah, Jeremiah) - 3 

types of Idols  

- THATis God - 

THEYare God - I

am God  

The Culture of Heaven has one God, there is no room for idols  

In the end we will live in the midst of a theocracy and we will truly have no idols.  

Revelation 7:9-12 - eternal redeemed multitude from every nation, tribe, peoples, and 

languages (“one eternal nation under God”) singing out - “Salvation belongs to our God 

who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb!”  
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Revelation 15:3-5- that same multitude is depicted later on singing “the song of Moses” 

and “the song of the Lamb”...”Great and amazing are your deeds, O Lord God the 

Almighty! Just and true are your ways, O King of the nations! Who will not fear, O Lord, 

and glorify your name? For You alone are holy. All nations will come and worship you, 

for your righteous acts have been revealed.”  

In Heaven, all God’s people recognize there is one God who is King, and one God 

worthy of praise.  

We will not cultivate the culture of heaven on earth, unless we are willing to 

cultivate a heart that obeys God as King, and rejects all other gods.  

The key to change is identifying the idols of the heart (Tim Keller) 

Identifying idols:  

1) Check your emotions  



a) What makes me angry? Fearful? Despair? b) Is 

there something too important to me? 2) Check your 

reputation  

a) What am I known for? What does my circle think is most  

important to me? What does my social media say I most highly value? 

b) Is there something that has taken the throne?  

1 Peter 2:9-10 You are a chosen people. You are royal priests, a holy nation, 

God’s very own possession. As a result, you can show others the goodness of 

God, for he called you out of the darknes into his wonderful light.  

When we unite together as a holy people with ONE GOD...  

- We will cultivate the unity of heaven - We will experience the peace 

of heaven - We will truly represent God as his priestly nation in the 

earth.  
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