
Wake Up 

In Ephesians 5: 14-16, Paul writes to the church in Ephesus: “This is why it was 

said, ‘Wake up, Sleeper, arise from the dead, and Christ will shine on you.’ Be very 

careful how you live – not as the unwise but the wise, making the most of every 

opportunity because the days are evil.”  

Scripture Word Break Down: 

“Wake Up (rise up, get up, stand up, stir up), O Sleeper (O Sloth, O Indifferent 

One), Arise (get up from your laying down position, come forth, step forward) 

from (out of) the dead (lifelessness, inactivity –living empty of power and not 

operating at your full potential), and Christ will shine (illuminate, as the Sun gives 

light to men aroused from sleep) on you…Be very careful how you live…redeem 

the time (make wise and sacred use of every opportunity) because the days are 

evil.” 

Charles Spurgeon once wrote, “The sleepiness in the Christian is exceedingly 

dangerous, because he can do a great deal while he is asleep that will make him 

look as if he were quite awake. The man who is asleep does not care what 

becomes of his neighbor, how can he while he sleeps? It is enough for him to be 

comfortable. If they can attend a respectable place of worship and go with others 

to heaven, they are indifferent about everything else.”  

In every Great Awakening throughout history, God wakes up the CHURCH first. 

The church who warm pews every Sunday and attend Bible Study regularly and 

GO THROUGH THE MOTIONS of Christianity and YET…are LIFELESS, INACTIVE, 

EMPTY OF POWER, and NOT OPERATING TO THEIR FULL POTENTIAL.  

Those who have a form of godliness… (2 Timothy 3:5) He starts THERE – with 

those who SHOULD be awake.  

And then, as we the CHURCH awaken, Paul tell us in Ephesians that “Christ will 

shine upon us.”  

“Shine” = Illuminate us, like the sun rousing men from their sleep 

 So if He is, like Malachi writes, “the sun of righteousness,” then we are the 

moon!  



Lou Giglio in “Indescribable: 100 Devotions About God And Science” says this: 

“The moon doesn’t really shine at all, rather, when it’s in just the right place, the 

moon reflects the Sun’s light. The Sun is the real star of the show! The sun gives 

off light, which means it’s luminous. But the moon is ILLUMINATED, which means 

it’s lit up by reflecting the Sun’s light.”  

 It’s not MY light that I shine, it’s HIS light.  

Isaiah 60:1-3  

Matthew 5:14-16    

So…the question is: What does a “Church Awake” look like? Paul gives us an idea 

in Ephesians 5.  

1. Walking Wise 

a. Make It Personal: Does your life stand out from the world? Do your 

friends even know you are a believer? Were they able to tell by the 

way you lived your life? Did people/Do people notice something 

different about you?  

2. Redeeming the Time 

a. The Barna Research Group found in recent studies that only 11% of 

all believers actively seek out and create opportunities to share their 

faith and that half of all millennial Christians believe evangelism is 

wrong.  

b. The Gospel Coalition cites these staggering statistics in their study: 

“80% of those who attend church one or more times a month believe 

they have a personal responsibility to share their faith. Yet despite 

this conviction, 61% have not told another person about how to 

become a Christian in the previous six months.”  

c. They also say that 48% of all church attendees admit to NEVER 

inviting anyone to attend service with them on Sunday morning or 

any special event.  

d. CHURCH, IT IS TIME TO AWAKE!  

e. Make It Personal: When is the last time you shared the gospel with 

someone else? Led someone to Christ? Talked about Him OUTSIDE of 

your Christian circle?  



3. Understanding His Will 

a. A “Church Awake” lives ON PURPOSE for HIS PURPOSE.  

b. But we can’t live for His purposes if we DON’T know His purposes, so 

a “Church Awake” must be a “Church IN THE WORD,” a Church 

committed to seeking the Lord in prayer, and a Church that treasures 

and spends time in the Secret Place.  

c. Make it Personal: When is the last time you set apart time to dig 

deep into the Word of God? How often do you pray? Study the 

Word? Spend time with the Lord?  

 

4. Filled with The Spirit 

a. Acts 1: ‘You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon 

you.’ 

i. Remember the definition of “Dead” in Ephesians 5? “Empty of 

power.”  

ii. Could it be that we live our lives powerless and lifeless because 

we live our lives Holy Spirit-less?  

b. Make it Personal: Have you been filled with the Holy Spirit? Are the 

fruits and gifts of the Spirit operating in your life? When is the last 

time you asked the Holy Spirit to fill you again?  

 

It’s time to awaken, Church. 

It’s starts here – with US. And as we awaken, Christ will shine on us and the 

WORLD will awake to the reality of Him!  

No more passivity. No more lethargy. No more inactivity.  

It’s time to get busy. Tell your neighbors about Jesus. Tell your friends about 

Jesus. Be BOLD. Be Courageous. Live on purpose for HIS purposes. Make the most 

of every opportunity you are given. When He returns, may we be found about our 

Father’s Business!  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


