
Message for November -“The Kingdom Advancers” 

The Book of Acts 

 Believed to be written by Luke, a physician and Greek-trained historian, in the city of 

Rome around 70-90 A.D. Luke is believed to have been the only gentile (non-Jew) writer 

to contribute to the New Testament.  

 Thought to be a “sequel” to his earlier writing - the book of Acts is the only book in the 

Bible that chronicles the history of the church AFTER Jesus’ death, resurrection, and 

ascension into heaven.  

 Because of this, it is an important book for the church today.  

 It provides us with a valuable account of how the church grew, spread out from 

Jerusalem (or should I say “Advanced?”) and moved out into the rest of the Roman 

Empire.  

 In the span of thirty years, what started as a small group of frightened believers in an 

upper room in Jerusalem transformed into an empire-wide movement of people who 

had committed their lives to Jesus Christ.  

 It ends with Paul on the verge of taking the gospel to the highest government official in 

the land – the Emperor of Rome. (Can you say, “EPIC?”) 

 And often when we read through the book of Acts we focus on the WHAT and the 

HOW of this incredible advancement of the Kingdom of God.  

o What happened?  

o How did it happen?  

o How can we see it happen now? And here?  

o And these are all good questions, but… 

 Today, I want us to focus on the WHO.  

o Who advanced the Kingdom of God in the book of Acts?  

People like Paul.  

 Paul’s history. 

 Acts 8 places him at the stoning of Stephen, a deacon within the early church.  

 Acts 9:1-2 

 After his transformation in Acts 9 and encounter with the living and resurrected Jesus, Paul 

would later write in 1 Timothy 1:5 –  

o This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 

the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief. 

 “Chief” = “I was the worst of them all!” (NLT) 

 You see…Paul’s presence in the book of Acts as a Kingdom Advancer proves that our past does 

not disqualify us from being a part of the story God is writing in the Earth.  

 His presence in this story answers the question we so often ask, “But after all I’ve done, how 

could God use me?”  

 Answer: He can use you like He used Paul and…He wants to.  

People like Timothy.  



 History of Timothy.  

 His Age - This is why Paul reminds him in 1 Timothy 4:12. 

 Timothy’s presence in the book of Acts as a Kingdom Advancer proves that our age does not 

disqualify us from being a part of the story God is writing in the Earth.  

 Timothy’s presence in this story answers the question we so often ask, “Can God use someone 

at my age?” 

 Answer: He can use you like He used Timothy and…He wants to.  

People like Lydia.  

 First heard of in Acts 16.  

 Lydia’s History.  

 Lydia’s presence in the book of Acts as a Kingdom Advancer proves that both men and women 

have a part to play in the story God is writing in the Earth.  

 Lydia’s presence in the book of Acts answers the question we women so often ask, “Can God 

use me?”  

 Answer: He can use you like He used Lydia and…He wants to.  

People like Peter.  

 Peter’s History.  

o Matthew 26:31-35 – “Even if it means my life, I will not deny you.”  

o Matthew 26: 69-75 – Peter denies Jesus and leaves to “weep bitterly.”  

o John 21 – When He realized it was Christ resurrected and calling from the shore, Peter 

throws on his outer garment and plunges into the water. He couldn’t wait to get to 

shore. He couldn’t wait to see him – even after what he had done, how he had denied 

him. What a beautiful picture. When so many of us would run away from Jesus in our 

shame, Peter swims towards Him. He isn’t afraid. He doesn’t cower or timidly approach. 

He rushes to him.   

o And Jesus reconciles him to himself.  

 John 21:15-19 (READ) 

o Jesus asks, “Peter, do you love me?”  

o Not only did Jesus restore Peter’s relationship with Him, He also reminded Him of His 

purpose.  

o You see, Jesus wasn’t done with Peter.  

o He had a plan for His life.  

 Peter’s presence in the book of Acts as a Kingdom Advancer proves that. And it proves that 

ALL OF US have a part to play in the story God is writing in the Earth – no matter our level of 

education, lack of qualifying skills, occupation, or track record.  

Isaiah 61:3b 

“You are the planting (placed) of the Lord, oaks of righteousness for the display of His splendor.” 

 Wherever you are planted, wherever God has called you – YOU ARE THERE FOR THE 

SHOWCASE OF HIS GLORY AND THE ADVANCEMENT OF HIS KINGDOM.  

 God wants to use YOU.  



 He has a purpose and plan for you. There is a reason He planted your feet in that 

neighborhood, in that job, in that school, in that family, in that friendship… 

 YOU ARE THERE TO BRING THE KINGDOM OF GOD.  

 We use to have a sign over the door as you exited the church, that said, “You are now entering 

your mission field.” And I wonder – what would happen if we lived aware of that? If we stopped 

questioning if He wants to use us or if He could use us and finally accepted He can and He 

WANTS to? And then…what would happen if we LET Him? What could God do with a group of 

believers who made the decision to embrace where God had placed them and live there in that 

space for His glory and the advancement of His Kingdom?   

Isaiah 6:8 

And I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” 

Then I said, “Here I am! Send me.” 

 Let this be our prayer today.  

Altar – Dedicating Our Lives To Advance His Kingdom 

 

 

 


