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Theme Text: Matthew 16:13-19 

     In every recognized country in the world there is an American embassy. An embassy is fundamentally 

a little bit of America far from home. Embassies are sovereign territories, meaning they do not belong to 

the countries they are in. They belong to the countries from which they come. 

     The church is supposed to be a little bit of heaven a long way from home. It is to be that place where 

the values of eternity operate in history. The church is a place where the weary people can find truth, 

acceptance, equality, freedom, safety, joy, justice, and hope. 

     The purpose of the church is to show those in the kingdom of darkness a preview of what the 

kingdom of God is all about. 

The Kingdom Agenda: 

     Throughout scripture, God’s agenda is His kingdom.  

 Genesis 1:26-28; Genesis 2:7-15; Psalm 115:12-18; Mark 1:14-15; Matthew 6:10; Revelation 

     The Greek word used for kingdom is “basileia” which essentially means rule or authority. A kingdom 

always includes three crucial components: 

1. A ruler empowered with sufficient authority. 

2. A realm of subjects who fall underneath this authority. 

3. The rules of governance. 

God’s kingdom is His authoritative governance executed in all creation. The universe we live in is a 

“theocracy” = God Rule. 

Psalm 103:19 “The Lord has established His throne in heaven, and His kingdom rules over all.” 

“Therefore, the kingdom agenda is the visible demonstration of the rule of God over every area of life” 

(Dr. Tony Evans, Oneness Embraced) 

Foundation: “The foundation on which the kingdom functions is that of an absolute standard of truth. 

The standard of truth is non-negotiable, non-adjustable, and transcends cultural, racial, and situational 

lines. Truth is fundamentally God-based knowledge since God is both the originator and author of 

truth.” (Dr. Tony Evans, Oneness Embraced) 

 Judges 17:6; Judges 21:25  

 No absolute truth – whatever is truth to you  

 Relativism = a view that ethical truths depends on individuals and groups holding them (Our 

culture) 

 2 Kings 4:38-41 “Death in the pot” 

 Story of peanuts 



 Famine due to idolatry – moving away from God (Deuteronomy 28:24) – Natural famine 

due to spiritual famine. Idol is a noun – person, place, thing, or thought that becomes 

your source.  

 Elisha says make a stew in the pot. 

 Someone goes out in the field and picks a wild gourd and puts in the stew. (2 Timothy 

3:10-4:4; Romans 1:24-32) – Mixture in the pot and it is deadly.  

 Where are you going to eat – to the broader field (CNN, FOX, MSNBC, Secular textbooks, 

Reality TV, the world). What is shaping our worldview? 

 Elisha says get some flour (bread) and he put it in the pot. Matthew 4:4; John 6:35 

 There are absolutes – there are Kingdom Standards – Foundational Truths.  

 I Timothy 3:15 “but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you out to conduct 

yourself in the house of the living God, the pillar and ground of the truth.” 

 John 17:17 “Sanctify them by Your truth, Your word is truth.” 

 Psalm 19:7-11 

 Acts 17:11 “These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the 

word will all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were 

so.” – We need to be Bereans. Engaging the Scriptures… 

 Jeremiah 15:16 “Your words were found, and I ate them. And your word was to me the joy and 

rejoicing of my heart; For I am called by Your name, O Lord God of hosts.” 

 Ephesians 4:15 “but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the 

head – Christ.”  

 I can speak the truth and be kind and not angry 

Question: Do you have a Biblical worldview? Is your view of the world and the meaning of life Biblical or 

has it been fashioned by your culture, people group, political affiliation, or peers? Your definition of 

marriage, sexual identity, where we came from, why we are here? Are your views formed by scripture or 

what you have been told? 

Story of man purchasing Spaghetti Sauce (tomatoes, basil, oregano, meat) 

 Peace, Joy, Healing, Reconciliation, Freedom, Unity 

The church is a community of individuals spiritually linked together with the purpose of reflecting, 

proclaiming, and legislating the values of the kingdom of God and manifesting the King’s glory. 

Read: Matthew 16:13-19 

1. The Many Makes One (Upon this rock) 

 Petros indicates a single stone that can be easily thrown. 

 Petra indicative of a mass, or cliff, of rocks comprised of something much larger than 

any individual rock. Revelation Jesus is the Christ the Son of God. 

I Peter 2:5 “You also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy priesthood, to offer up 

spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.” 

I Corinthians 12:12-14; I Corinthians 14:12 

2. The Purpose of One (I will build My church) 



 Ekklesia essentially refers to a group of people who had been called out from the 

general population to serve in the parliament. Ekklesia was a place where you came to 

legislate on behalf of the nation. 

 Jesus has assigned His church to be part of a spiritual legislative body tasked to enact 

heaven’s viewpoint into society. A group of people who have been called out to bring 

the governance of God into the relevant application and practice of mankind.  

 Gates place of legislative activity (Zechariah 8:16; Deuteronomy 16:18) 

 Psalm 115:16; Matthew 6:10 

 

3. The Progression of One (Gates of hell will not prevail) 

 The church exists to advance the kingdom not simply defend it. 

 We have been reacting to the movements of the kingdom of darkness instead of setting 

the pace of heaven. (Nehemiah 4:17) 

 What is God saying – Noah, Abraham, David, Jesus, Paul (Hebrews 11:7-19; I Samuel 17; 

Matthew 26; Acts 19:21) 

 What is God saying to you – what is the advance you are to move in to advance the 

Kingdom – to bring God glory? 

 

4. The Power of One (Give you the keys) 

 Keys – principles of the Kingdom, the ways of God unlock and lock things. 

 Whatever you bind on earth has already been bound in heaven (key – principle) 

 Whatever you loose on earth has already been loosed in heaven (key – principle) 

 Key chain – keys open and lock different things. Wrong keys don’t work. 

 The keys of the kingdom access the authority of the King!!! 

Mark 1:15; Acts 28:31; Romans 10:13-17; Romans 1:16 

 Not enough to pray - the message must be proclaimed both in word and action. 

 We need to proclaim heaven and model heaven – giving others a sneak preview of what 

is to come. 

Close: 

 

 


