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          Today, we are going to look at three essentials to advancing the kingdom. Prayer, Praise, and 

Participation. But before we do I want us to understand what we mean by “Kingdom Advance”. 

What do we mean by “Kingdom Advance”? 

Kingdom = King’s – dominion, the realm in which God’s will is fulfilled 

Advance = to accelerate the growth and progress of, to bring or move forward, to raise to a higher rank, 

to bring forward in time, to bring forward for notice, consideration or acceptance 

“For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking but of righteousness and peace and joy in 

the Holy Spirit.” (Romans 14:17) 

 Righteousness = right standing, right living (ways of God) – the state of him who is as he ought 

to be 

 Peace = one, quietness, rest, set at one again  

 Joy = cheerfulness, calm delight, gladness, be exceeding joyful 

 In = denoting position (in place, time or state), instrumentality 

Kingdom Life is Life in the Spirit 

We advance the Kingdom internally (in me/us) as well as externally (through me/us) 

Theme Text: Acts 2:42-47; Acts 6:1-7  

3 Key Essentials for Advancing the Kingdom 

 Prayer 

 Praise 

 Participation 

Prayer: Acts 2:42 

Acts 1:14 & Acts 2:1-13,41; Acts 3:1 & Acts 4:4; Acts 10:9,44-48 & Acts 11:3 

 Quotes: E. Stanley Jones “In prayer you align yourself to the purpose and power of God and He 

is able to do things through you that He could not do otherwise…for this is an open universe, 

where some things are left open, contingent upon our doing them. If we do not do them, they 

will never be done. So God has left certain things open to prayer – things that will never be done 

except as we pray.” 

Dick Eastman “Something happens when I pray that does not happen if I don’t.”  

O. Hallesby “The work of prayer is prerequisite to all other work in the kingdom of God, for the 

simple reason that it is by prayer we couple the powers of heaven with our helplessness, the 

powers which can turn water into wine and remove mountains in our own lives and the lives of 



others, the powers which can awaken those who sleep in sin and raise up the dead, the power 

which can capture strongholds and make the impossible possible.”  

R. A. Torrey “There have been revivals without much preaching, but there has never been a 

mighty revival without mighty praying.” 

 In both awakenings and every outpouring there is prayer somewhere at the founding. (Exodus 

2:23-24) 

 What percentage of your prayer life is praying for the church, revival, awakening, others and 

what percentage is focused on personal or family? 

 

Praise: Acts 2:46-47 

Acts 2:10-13; Acts 4:23-24; Acts 5:41-42; Acts 8:6; Acts 16:25-34 

Praise and Thanksgiving are the Pathway to Joy 

 Psalm 22:3 “You are holy, enthroned on the praises of Israel.” – Kingdom established 

 Psalm 100 

 Psalm 16:11 “You make known to me the path of life; in your presence is fullness of joy; at your 

right hand are pleasures for evermore.” 

 Nehemiah 8:10 “for the joy of the Lord is your strength.” 

 Proverbs 17:22 “A joyful heart is good medicine, but a crushed spirit dries up the bones.” 

 Psalm 8:2 “Out of the mouth of babies and infants, you have established strength (praise) 

because of Your foes, to still the enemy and the avenger.” 

 

The early church was enjoying one another (Acts 2:46-47) – the kingdom was evident (righteousness, 

peace, and joy in the Holy Spirit) and advancing in and through them!!! 

 

Participation: Acts 2:44-46 (together); Acts 6:1-7 

Pareto Principle is an aphorism which asserts that 80% of outcomes (or outputs) result from 20% of all 

causes (or inputs). Some have stated this principle in regards to church life – that 20% of the people do 

80% of the ministry/work. We will at times refer back to this principle this morning. 

Volunteers to lift 

I Corinthians 12:12-31 “The Body” 

 Picking something up 

 Walking across the stage 

Ephesians 4:16 “from the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, 

when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.” 

I Peter 4:10 “And each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good stewards of God’s varied 

grace.” 



Modified Houts Spiritual Gift Questionnaire: http://myeikon.com/pdf/houtsspiritualgifts.pdf 

Homework: 

1. Do the Spiritual Gift Questionnaire and submit what your three dominant gifts are to me via 

email and ask yourself how are you using them to serve the body (I Peter 4:10) 

2. Take 10 minutes each morning to praise and thank God for who He is and His acts of Goodness. 

3. Pray 10 minutes each day for the church, revival, and others outside of your family. 

http://myeikon.com/pdf/houtsspiritualgifts.pdf

