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It is interesting that when Jesus instructs us on how to pray – the first words are “Our Father” not El 
Shaddai, or Elohim, or Jehovah Rapha – why? Relationship, Access, Source… 

We are reading a lot lately on the epidemic of fatherlessness in our culture. As we see an increase in 
substance abuse, crime, violence, and brokenness. 

80% of single parent homes are without a father in the home, this makes up 25% of our youth are 
growing up without a father in the home.  

“This staggering statistic has not only destroyed the nuclear family but has devastated communities 
across the nation. For example, 85% of children and teens with behavioral disorders come from 
fatherless homes, and over 70% of all adolescent patients in drug and alcohol treatment 
centers originate from homes without fathers.” (Jack Brewer) 

Why share this – Men you are positioned for influence not only in your family but within the culture!!! 

I have asked our Men’s Ministry Director Josh Higbie to come and share with us from God’s Word. 

Men’s Ministry Director Josh Higbie: 

Scripture basis: Matthew 18:18 – “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in 
heaven, and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.”  

Matthew 18:18 has been speaking to me on many levels over the past few weeks and has become a 
foundational verse in my day-to-day life. Which we will dig into a bit more here shortly, but I wanted to 
lay out how I am standing here today and not sitting over there comfortably enjoying my time.  

Last year, if you remember, I regaled you with great stories mixed with perfectly timed comedic genius 
regarding a few things that the Lord was sharing with me; along with a box of matches.  

Again, this year, Pastor Ron asked if I could share and my initial response surprised me. Throughout my 
marriage I have learned that I can be a bit impulsive, less restrained and an emotion lead individual. 
Some people are a bit more analytical and really processes problems without the interference of 
emotions.  

My first knee-jerk reaction was – no way! My parents are taking the kids for the weekend, I could sleep 
in or go fishing… the no kids thing doesn’t happen often I don’t want to waste it! Behind it all though I 
felt something off, you know I’ve lived with myself for 38 years and I know when I’m trying to fool 
myself.  

So I really dug into why I felt that way and I realized it was a few different things:  

1. I didn’t feel qualified – I work a lot at a high stress job and I don’t pray as much or read as much 
of the word as I feel like I should… likely way less than Pastor Ron does, I mean he literally gets 
paid to do that stuff!  

2. Do I deserve to even be standing here today? I have a hard time accepting things that I have not 
earned. I’ve never wanted to be a ‘taker’, sometimes to a fault. It took me a long time and a very 
hard hit to the head to realize everything I have was given to me.  

3. Do I even have enough to say for more than 5 minutes? I do well in short bursts ya know, small 
settings – but what if I just keep talking and people realize I’m an idiot?   



4. God doesn’t really need me to say anything.. I mean he spoke through a donkey he can speak 
through anyone at the church.  

After a day or two of really digesting the why – I realized of the reasons I had were based on feelings: 
how I felt about myself, how I felt other people viewed me and on a larger scale how I felt about what 
God has done in life. That last part was very sobering, so I asked the Lord to show me what he wanted 
me to do. Then I moved it out of the ‘worry about it’ spot in my mind and waited for an answer.  

 I think sometimes we have a hard time hearing God about important things because we 
never really let it rest so we can hear Him speak. We just keep grinding that in our minds 
and it becomes such a ‘thing’ we cant even breath freely much less hear the truth/voice of 
God.  

As I am digesting all of this, I go about my life. Sometimes when I am driving I open my Bible app and hit 
play and listen to the Bible as I drive. That particular day brought me to 2 Timothy and out of nowhere 
God answered me.  

A quick history lesson: 2 Timothy is likely the last letter that Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy and the first 
two verses in chapter 4 of this letter hit me between the eyes.  

Let me set the scene a little bit: I’m in my sweet beat up explorer and pulling into Jackson with a ton of 
construction everywhere. I have the radio up but the road noise from my tires, the broken seals on my 
window and the tools in the back are quite loud and require me to focus a bit to hear the app. Another 
driver is in the right lane and even though there were signs for miles, this particular person is caught 
unawares that they must suddenly merge into my lane. Which is weird because they were reading their 
texts on their phone just fine. So they merge, I had left them some room but not really enough ya 
know… like “you can get over, I am not going to make it easy for you and I kind of want you to look like a 
jerk to everyone else here.” Kind of move – very spiritual. Out there doing God’s work ya know.  

Then as if someone turned off all the other noise, these two verses hit me. Let me read them:  

“In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living and the dead, and in view of his 
appearing and his kingdom, I give you this charge. Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of 
season; correct, rebuke and encourage – with great patience and careful instruction.”  

So this is Paul’s last words, something that usually has significant importance and meaning - Paul’s one 
thing that he wants to pass on came down to ‘preaching the word’.  

Now we know the Word is the Bible (Biblical truth) – preaching the word is a mandate that all pastors 
have, but, if you dig into the meaning of the word Preach in this context you find it is from the Greek 
word Keyroxon, which simply means “publish or proclaim openly.” So what Paul is really saying is that 
any presentation of the truth of God’s Word is preaching, and as we are all capable of speaking and 
writing any Christian can and should do this.  

So according to this, all of us men/fathers are responsible to preach, that is, to communicate God’s 
Word to others in whatever situation we find ourselves in with whatever tools of communication we can 
muster.  

If you don’t have the tools, you (myself included) are responsible for finding the right tools. We cannot 
hide behind our trauma or our past mistakes forever, yes bad things happen and they were not all my 
fault and we grieve but we heal and we suit up for the next battle. If you need help finding those tools, 



reach out to me, Pastor Ron – anyone here in leadership and we will get you what you need. There are 
too many avenues to get help these days to not find something that works for you.  

 
So that’s the pre-message – now we will get into the actual portion I wanted to share with you today. I 
know that was a lot of set up but I wanted you know I would have gotten out of this if I could have.  

Matthew 18:18 – “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

Matthew 16:19 even adds that these truths are “keys to the kingdom of heaven” when he is speaking to 
Simon Peter.  

Couple things really stuck out to me when I read this verse. First was the Binding/Loosening portion – 
historically I always viewed it with binding being like you are tying someone up and loosening as in 
letting them go free. What I found out was somewhat surprising– binding and loosening were common 
Jewish legal phraseology meaning to declare something forbidden (bind) or to declare it allowed 
(loosed).  

So Matthew is saying here that we have the power to declare something forbidden, or to declare 
something allowed. As fathers I feel like we typically have an easy time with this passage – “my house 
my rules” “because I said so” all phrases I heard on repeat for the first 16 years of my life.  

What I found atoningly obvious is that this was not just a free pass to declare yourself king of your 
household. In fact I think it was more of a challenge/warning. You – you as the leaders of your home are 
charged with this! This is why you are the leader in the home – it’s all on you baby!  

Now I get it, we live in a time well past that age of ‘women should be seen, not heard’ and I completely 
agree that we should be. Marriage should be a team, I mean you are one flesh after all. I know my bacon 
has been saved numerous times from counsel from my wife. In fact if you think women are the weaker 
sex I dare you to pass a kidney stone and then say “wow, we should have another.” It wont happen!  

What I am talking about is your position in the family, as a man. The lines between gender are being 
greatly blurred in this day and age but that does not change that scripture has put a charge on each and 
every man in this room.  

Ryan Michlar has a Podcast called the Order of Man – and in one of his episodes he speaks of 3 things 
that he believes are the base requirements for every man. 3 things that everything else in his family is 
built on.   

In it he describes our role as Protector – an obvious one: we are called to protect our kids and wife not 
only from external threats, but from laziness, from our own shortcomings, from themselves at times. 
We have all imagined ourselves fighting off 100 Chechen mercenaries to save a village of orphans, its 
something deep inside us.  

Another role is Provider – we are call to provide for our families. We get a sense of pride of when our 
kids have nice things. That again, is something in our nature that drives us.  

Lastly, and arguably the most important, we are to Preside: this speaks to authority, and not an iron fist 
type rule but a loving and guiding role. One that allows for mistakes, but also; corrects, rebukes and 
encourages – with great patience and careful instruction. 

 



I have today as the gift, a handmade nail. Nails like this have been around for ages, and their main 
purpose is to tightly join two objects together.  

This is a fully functional nail, you can hammer it into your wall and hang your keys on it, put it in your 
shop wall and hang your hat on it, keep it in your pocket, whatever.  

But when you look at it, when you touch it, I want you take a moment and reflect on what you have 
declared as lawful in your house, in your marriage, in your mental space, your friendships and what you 
have declared forbidden.  

If you here today or listening, and you really want to dig into you or even just figure out what your goals 
are and need some practical tools on getting there – reach out to me. Stop me in the hall, email me, call 
me, and I can give you some resources. Like I said earlier, tons of resources out there and within the 
body for you not to be able to move ahead if you want to.  

Thanks for listening to me, feel free to come up and grab a nail. First 25 are free – after that we will send 
you a bill.   

Matthew 18:18 – “Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, and whatever 
you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven.” 

Matthew 16:19 even adds that these truths are “keys to the kingdom of heaven” when he is speaking to 
Simon Peter.  

Couple things really stuck out to me when I read this verse. First was the Binding/Loosening portion – 
historically I always viewed it with binding being like you are tying someone up and loosening as in 
letting them go free. What I found out was somewhat surprising– binding and loosening were common 
Jewish legal phraseology meaning to declare something forbidden (bind) or to declare it allowed 
(loosed).  

Today though, we are look at it from a different perspective – we are going to look at it from a personal 
perspective. What have I bound/loosened in my life as a father, husband, man, human in general.  

See we all go through life, we all experience life through a different lens. I go through things that are 
completely different than what you go through and through all that we begin to bind things to us and let 
other things go. Yes this is a bit diametrically opposed to the Jewish terminology I just explained but it 
provides an opportunity to show something very important.  

 
DRAW ON BOARD: Framework of a man with a head, torso, arms and legs.   

This represents us as men, our framework specifically woven together by God in the womb. As we are 
born and grow we experience things.  

Usually, one of the first things we experience as children is our parents love. Represented by here by the 
torso. This in my mind, is typically provided by the mother – all the snuggles and cleaning up of throw up 
and diaper changes, etc.  

Then we begin to learn how to act and speak and we begin to learn how life works. This is typically the 
father – teaches you how to catch, change a tire, not touch the stove, get him the remote, etc..  

 And I get that love/teaching comes from both or for the single parents out there this isn’t an all 
or nothing deal. This is just a general statement and may not reflect your specific situation.  



We also walk through ‘stuff’ – this is represented by the legs here – where we have been and done. 
Experiences, wins, losses – you get it.  

Lastly, we are shaped by the friends, family, girlfriends – those we choose to hold tight in our lives.  

We live in a fallen world, with imperfect people and we can end up binding things to us that are not 
healthy, that don’t allow us to live our lives fully, and that cause pain/hurting in others.  

For example, maybe you had a jerk for a parent and they told you how dumb you were or tore you down 
all the time. You begin to believe it and a un-truth is bound to your head. Now you can’t think straight, 
you can’t make decisions like you should or have a vision like you need too.  

 (draw a shape on the head with a nail into it) 

Maybe a trusted friend betrayed you, and now you keep everyone at arm’s length.  

 (draw shapes on the arms with nails in it)  

Maybe you tried to move forward and failed so many times, that you just believed this is where you 
were meant to be.  

 (draw blocks on the feet with a nail it)  

All these things, we can bind them to ourselves – some of them without even being noticed. Some come 
off all at once, some you need to chip away at.  

If we want to be truly effective fathers, leaders and all around MEN – we have to figure out what we 
have bound to ourselves and test it all against the Word of God.  

Closing Thoughts: 

Hebrews 11:23-27 

 Example of Moses parents 

Joshua 24:15-16  “Declaration of a Kingdom Man” 

 As for me 

 As for my house 

 Public Declaration 

 We will serve 

Prayer: 


