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Opening thoughts: 
 
Matthew 16:13-19 

 Rock of revelation 

 Gates speak of authority – place of decisions – the authority structures of hell will not prevail 
against the church/ekklesia/the called out ones. 

 Keys of the kingdom – the ways of kingdom/God 

 Whatever you bind on earth has already been bound in heaven – whatever you loose on earth 
has already been loosed in heaven. “On earth as in heaven”. 

 
Theme Text: Ephesians 5:1-2 
 
“Therefore, be imitators of God as dear children. And walk in love, as Christ also has loved us and given 
Himself for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling aroma.” 
 

 Imitator = mimetes = a follower, and imitator (Webster = as to follow as a pattern, model, or 
example; mimic) 

 Imitating His works and character 

 We can be unrighteously right (Ephesians 5:15 “speaking the truth in love” – seeking the highest 
good of the other) 

 Moses knew God’s ways not just His acts - Psalm 103:7; Exodus 33:11-16 

 Be a Presence Led Church – led by His voice and character 
 
Galatians 5:22-23 “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. Against such there is no law.” 
 

 Longsuffering = longanimity, forbearance or fortitude, patience 
 
The word longsuffering means “to suffer long; to gird up under pressure, persecution, distress, and 
trouble; to remain steadfast patience. (Kenneth Wuest’s Word Studies in the Greek New Testament) 
 
Many believers are trying to be led by the Spirit of God without being willing to suffer in the flesh. 
 
Why cultivate and develop this fruit in our live? What is the function of the fruit of longsuffering? 
 

1. To produce endurance. 
 
Hebrews 12:1 “Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay 
aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that 
is set before us.” 
 
Jesus our model of longsuffering – endured the cross and it’s shame (Hebrews 12:2) 
 



 Endurance is the capacity to remain firm under suffering without yielding to anger, resentment, 
despair, or self-pity.” (Webster Dictionary) 

 Paul  
 
2 Corinthians 11:23-27 
 
II Timothy 4:7-8 “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Finally, 
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord the righteous Judge, will give me on 
that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.” 
 

 It is those who finish the race who will be rewarded not those who start… 
 
Matthew 24:13 “But he who endures to the end shall be saved.” 
 
Matthew 10:22; Mark 13:13 
 
John 6:60-61,66 
 

 Offend = entrap, trip up, stumble, apostasy  
 
Luke 21:12-19 
 

 Jesus in this text says all these things will happen before the birth pangs 

 Vs. 19 “By your patience (cheerful or hopeful endurance, constancy, enduring, patience, patient 
continuance) possess (to get, acquire, obtain, possess, purchase) your souls.” 

 
Jeremiah 12:5 “If you have run with the footmen; and they have wearied you, Then how can you 
contend with the horses? And if in a land of peace, in which you trusted, they wearied you, then how 
will you do in the floodplain of he Jordan?” 
 

 Parents don’t let your kids quit things because it is difficult for them or you. Teach them how to 
press through adversity as you are helping them to develop the fruit of longsuffering. 

 
2. Promote unity among believers. 

 
Romans 15:5-6 “Now may the God of patience and comfort grant you to be likeminded toward one 
another, according to Christ Jesus. That you may with one mind and one mouth glorify the God and 
Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 
 
Matthew 18:23-30 
 

 The connection of longsuffering and forgiveness 

 Master patient with the servant – servant not patient with one who owed him. 

 Being patient with one another – we are wanting patience and grace but do we give it to others? 
 
Colossians 3:12-13; James 5:7-9 
 



 Maybe you are not struggling with forgiveness as much as you have not cultivated the fruit of 
longsuffering/forbearance with others. 

 
 

3. Enable believers to obtain the promises contained in the Word of God. 
 
Hebrews 6:12-15 
 
Hebrews 10:36 “For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you may 
receive the promise.” 
 
Hebrews 10:23 “Let us hold fast the confession of our hope without wavering, for He who promised is 
faithful.” 
 

 Abraham stood 25 years (Genesis 12:4; Genesis 17:17; Romans 4:17-21) 

 Caleb stood 45 years (Joshua 14:10) 

 Noah approximately 100 years (Genesis 5:32; Genesis 7:6) 
 
There ability to stand was in proportion to the development of the fruit of longsuffering in their life!!! 
 
The promises are claimed by those with faith – but they are obtained by those with patience! 
 
How do I cultivate/develop the fruit of longsuffering in my life? 
 

1. Keeping the Word of God 
 
Luke 8:4-15 
 
Hebrews 12:2 “looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set 
before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of 
God.” 
 
Romans 6:16-18 (Obeyed from the heart) 
 
Hebrews 10:32 
 

2. Experiencing Tribulation 
 
Romans 5:3-4 “And not only that, but we also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces 
perseverance; and perseverance, character, and character, hope….” 
 
James 1:2-4 “My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, knowing that the testing of 
your faith produces patience. But let patience have its perfect work, that you may be perfect ad 
complete, lacking nothing.” 
 

 It is not just experiencing trials that produces longsuffering – it is our response to them.  

 The question to ask in a trial is am I waiting, worrying, or whining? 



 Personal question: “Lord how are you using this to make me more like Jesus?” 

 Those who wait on the Lord in the trial develop patience. 
 
Isaiah 40:29-31 
 

 Wait = to bind together, to expect, look, patiently, wait upon 
 
Acts 1:4,14 - They waited in position of expectation, prayer, unity” 
 

3. Maintaining hope 
 
Romans 8:24-25 
 
I Peter 1:13 
 
Romans 4:17-21 – Abraham 
 
Hebrews 6:11-15 
 
Application: 
 

1. Take some time to evaluate your life – is the fruit of longsuffering evident in your life?  
2. How will you cultivate and develop the fruit of longsuffering? 
3. Are there people you need to forgive or ask forgiveness from? If so, take the courageous step 

this week and reach out to them.  
 
 


