
Below is a message from Katie Longkumer: 
 

For some time the Government of India has been proposing a Citizens Act Bill (CAB) which is 
rather complicated and I won't go into detail here, but you can study the issue online for clearer 
understanding.  (Even CNN Amanpour covered this briefly this week)    
 
Previous attempts to pass the bill in parliament had been discontinued in response to the 
protests from many parts of the country, particularly North East India, which will be gravely 
impacted in many ways. 
 
This past week both houses of Parliament have passed this bill, disregarding the sentiments and 
arguments from much of the population. 
 
This has resulted in widespread protests and violence, particularly in Assam, Meghalaya, 
Manipur and Tripura.  Nagaland was deemed exempt from the bill, but our neighboring states 
are impacted.    There have been riots/protests in Guwahati resulting in deaths (police claim 2, 
protesters say more) and many injured as police and armed forces clash in the streets.  The 
homes and offices of some elected officials and political parties throughout the region have 
been torched.    
 
The army and paramilitary forces have been deployed but the protests continue.  All trains have 
been discontinued, as well as flights to the affected areas.  Hundreds of people are stranded in 
train stations in the region.  Internet and mobile phone services have been cut and curfew 
imposed.  Armed forces even raided a Guwahati news station and beat the personnel.  
 
We are in no danger.  But vigils and peaceful protests are taking place in solidarity with the 
people in our neighboring states.   The situation does impact our daily life as all our goods travel 
through Assam.   Last night we attempted to get fuel for our generator but encountered lines a 
kilometer long at the petrol pumps.  When we finally found a shorter line, and were almost to 
the pump the supply ended!  All stations are now closed as no fuel is available.  This also affects 
our cash flow. The ATM's are empty and the flow of actual cash into the state is impacted.   
 
Many people are planning trips home to their villages in other parts of Nagaland to celebrate 
Christmas.  Unfortunately, that requires traveling through Assam, so many Christmas plans are 
disrupted due to no fuel and the violence blocking the roads. 
 
We are scheduled to fly to Kolkata December 20 for meetings in Balasore, Odisha and church 
services in West Bengal.  We hope the Dimapur to Kolkata flight will be operating and that the 
situation will not hamper those ministry plans. 
 
These are mere inconveniences for us.  For multitudes in the region the situation is very grim. 
Please pray for the situation as God leads you.  For peace to prevail and for dialogue and 
understanding of the government of India to consider the positions of the indigenous people in 
this region. 



Below is a message from the Office of General Secretary  Assam Baptist Convention  
Rev. Benard Marak. 
 
1. Pray for Central Government as it has passed citizenship Amendment bill on 11th December and now 
it became law to enforce after being massively opposed by the Assamese people irrespective of cast, 
creed and religion of the State of Assam.  Other North Eastern states are also opposing the Bill.  
 
2. The one voice protest of the people of Assam has become growing concern for the ruling government 
and becoming out of control. In the midst of these untoward/unexpected incidences happened  in the 
the different districts,  lead by miscreants ( other than the protesters) and results of which 4 persons 
have died already during the agitations and several others are also injured in the police firing in 
Guwahati. 
 
3. The daily life and living have become difficult  as the markets are closed, all travel services are closed 
and internet services are also shutdowned. The local Administration is curbing protesters by all means 
and dominating the public by curfew and shutting down of markets. Under these circumstances many 
people of Assam are coming out to public places shouting slogans like " We don't want CAB, we oppose 
CAB". We do not know how long this agitation will go on and Government shutdowns, there is 
uncertainty in the state.  
 
4. The people are experiencing losing of their democratic voices  and rights by trying to implement the 
CAB by the central and state Governments. Over all the fear of losing the Jati, Mati and Bheti.( 
Language,  culture and Land of asssame people). 
 
5. Christian believers of whole Assam have canceled our Advent Christmas programs as informed by our 
church leaders and there is also apprehension whether there will be Christmas celebration of our 
churches. 
 
6. We need an inclusive understanding by Central and local governments to tackle these challenging 
issues, so that the voices of people is heard and given respect in the coming days. 
 
7. We need to  pray for all legislators, bureaucrats and high officials of the govt, so that they execute 
democratic orders at this point in time. 
 
8. We need to pray for All Assam Student Union, civil societies groups and pubic who are in the protest, 
so that they remain safe. 
 
9. Among the deaths in police firing, one is a student of 10 standard class from Dispur Baptist Church, 
under ASSAM BAPTIST CONVENTION.  
 
 
 
 
 


