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RUSSIA 2020 – UPDATE 6: Welcome to the Next IA; Presentation; Coronavirus Update

Dear family and friends,

Greetings!  Considering I just sent out an update a couple of weeks ago, I’ll keep this short.  I mainly 
wanted to share with you a couple of things.

IA’s Next Building!
It’s official...the school has signed a 5-year lease on a building located right in the middle of 

Petrogradsky Island, the central island of St. Petersburg.  It’s a pretty good location, although it will take 
Marianne and me a few more minutes to commute than the previous building.  The building is currently 
undergoing internal renovation – please pray for that process, its (1) ability to progress smoothly and (2) 
swiftness, and for all those involved – that they would be motivated and energized by the work.  The hope is 
to be in it, if possible, prior to the beginning of next school year.  The 2020-21 school is scheduled to begin a
little later than usual (Sept. 2) in order to accommodate the renovation and possible delay due to the 
ongoing pandemic.

As usual, the tale of how God has brought about this next location for IA is an impressive one.  To 
summarize, the owner of the building checked us out, appreciates very much who we are and what we do, 
and allowed us to lease the building at a price far less than what he was asking for.  In fact, our business 
director assumed our counter-offer would be insulting!  But the Lord allowed us to find favor with the owner 
and now here we are!

IA Presentation by Joy Watson (Head of School) and Aaron Bogott (Business Director)
My plan for this summer was for Marianne and me to return to the United States and reconnect with 

the churches/people who support us.  That’s not going to happen.  However, there is still an opportunity to 
view an excellent presentation about International Academy, what our school is doing, and what’s been 
going on.  It was presented by Joy Watson and Aaron Bogott recently to the International Women’s 
Committee.  It can be viewed HERE and at the link below.

Coronavirus Update
Things are feeling remarkably normal again.  While parks and such are still officially closed, the locals

(myself included) have been visiting them en masse anyway.  Public transportation is still rolling (as it has 
throughout, but we are using it again), with most passengers wearing masks.  The local authorities 
postponed the May 9 Victory Day parades, instead having the parades this week to little fanfare/attendance. 
This weekend is the rescheduled Scarlet Sails celebration to honor the graduates, but instead of having it 
along the Neva River like usual, the ship will sail in the Gulf of Finland and people are encouraged to watch 
the TV broadcast instead (kind of like the Victory Day parades).  It’s always the most spectacular firework 
show of the year, so Marianne and I are hoping to go out to the Gulf of Finland (about a mile from our 
apartment) and catch the show from a distance.

That’s all for now.  Take care, stay healthy, and God bless!

In Christ,
Jarod

PRAYER REQUESTS / PRAISES:
– PRAISE: We’ve been able to tour the next IA building and renovation is ongoing!
– PRAISE: Life in St. Petersburg is feeling more and more normal.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fV0BluHkFE4&feature=youtu.be


– Marianne’s passport is with the IRS so that she can get an ITIN.  Please pray that (1) we get it back 
ASAP after the ITIN and my taxes are successfully process, and (2) that no emergencies come up 
that would require her to travel outside St. Petersburg.

– For the continued protection of our families, cities, and the IA community during this pandemic.
– For Marianne’s family in the Philippines whose businesses have been greatly affected by COVID.

PHOTOS/VIDEOS:
Update Photos - The 2019-20 School Year & 2020 Summer
Videos: My collection of videos on my Facebook page

INTERNET:
Presentation of IA's Joy Watson (Head of School) & Aaron Bogott (Business Director)
International Academy's website:  myiasp.com
IA's official Facebook page:  facebook.com/groups/myiasp
IA's official YouTube page:  youtube.com/user/myiasp

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE:
If you would like to provide financially toward me and the ministry I'm a part of teaching cross-culture kids in Russia, you 

have at least 2 options:
1.  For online giving, please contact me and I can provide you with a link.
2.  For the traditional way of giving, please fill out the attached form and send your tax-deductible gift to:

Wycliffe Associates
P.O. Box 62014
Orlando, FL 32862

*You are on this mailing list, because (1) you requested it, (2) you are one of my supporters, and/or (3) you are someone I'd like to
keep informed. If you wish to be removed from this list, please just let me know.

ABOVE: Marianne inside her future nurse’s office, prior to renovation.

https://www.facebook.com/jarod.zartman/media_set?set=a.10216967033225520&type=3
https://www.youtube.com/user/myiasp
https://www.facebook.com/groups/myiasp/?ref=br_tf
http://www.myiasp.com/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fV0BluHkFE4&feature=youtu.be
https://www.facebook.com/jarod.zartman/media_set?set=vb.1157023147&type=2


ABOVE: IA’s entrance prior to renovation.  BELOW: IA’s new 4th floor, prior to renovation.



ABOVE: IA’s 3rd floor prior to renovation.  BELOW: A room, prior to renovation.



TOP:  Enjoying the White Nights.  BOTTOM: People enjoying the beach during a beautiful June day.




