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RUSSIA 2019 – UPDATE 4: Excellent Summer, IA Update, School Year Begins

Dear family and friends,

Greetings!  What a fun, enjoyable summer it was!  And here we are, at the beginning of the first 
semester of the 2019-20 school year.  The leaves are already beginning to change color and fall...Fall is 
here.  The Russians are celebrating the first day of school today, as they do each Sept. 1.

Summer
This summer was a combination of a lot of fun and a small amount of work.  The fun parts were being

able to essentially be a tourist in my own home city as I toured around not only Marianne, but also several of
her friends that came to visit in July and August.  In just 8 months, Marianne has already had more non-
family members visit us here than what I’ve had these past 12-and-a-half years!  We have been able to do 
and see so many wonderful things that St. Petersburg has to offer.  Marianne now feels much more at home 
here and has very much enjoyed the summer version of our city.

The work part for me included serving as a fill-in English teacher for three weeks during IA’s summer 
English program.  I got to work with students grades 4-6 for 3 hours each day.  It was a new experience for 
me (1) serving during summer school as a teacher, and (2) teaching students that young.  I’m very pleased 
overall at how it went.  Also, I was able to send out thank you notes to those who support me, which I do 
each summer and is always a humbling experience.  And in our friends’ visits, I very much felt like a tour 
guide, which I very much enjoyed – I could see myself doing that as a side job!

The work part for Marianne was that she needed to complete some academic work to be able to 
renew her nurse’s license.  She was able to complete that and just yesterday we sent the necessary 
documents out.  Praise God!

IA Update
IA has now consolidated down to three floors.  Our First Bell Ceremony was this past Wednesday.  

Joy Watson, who is our new Head of School, will officially take the helm in January, but she is here and was 
able to begin the school year with us!  We currently have 92 students at our school, well above our estimate!

Our Roles
My role at IA this year is both the same and different.  The same – I’m teaching 6th and 7th grade math

classes, assisting PE class, administrating IA’s student information systems program Sycamore, and 
continue on as IA’s test coordinator (AP, ACT, MAP).  The different – I’ve been given the title “assistant 
principal,” and I’m overseeing three online class periods each day, which gives me just one free period each 
day.

Marianne is still serving as our school nurse.  Along with that, she’s also serving as a school van 
supervisor (i.e. bus monitor) and assisting with the elementary however she can.

That’s all for now!  Thank you for your interest in our lives and please continue to keep Marianne, me,
and the school in your prayers!

In Christ,
Jarod

PRAYER REQUESTS / PRAISES:
– PRAISE: The Lord very much blessed us with a wonderful summer of great friends, experiences, and 

weather.
– PRAISE: IA has now fully consolidated down to three floors and we were able to successfully begin 

the new school year.



– PRAISE: IA has been able to bring back a couple staff members previously laid off.  But please 
continue praying for the others who must now begin life after IA.

– PRAISE: We expected our enrollment to be down in the low 80’s, but we began the year at basically 
the same enrollment number as last year!

– That Marianne and I will be able to adjust to the new school year.
– Marianne and I need to begin applying for a U.S. spouse visa so that Marianne will be cleared to visit 

the States.
– That Marianne’s nursing license renewal will be approved.
– That, to Marianne, I will be the husband and spiritual head of the household that I am called to be.
– Consistent supporters for Marianne and me as we’re still in the beginning stages of marriage.
– For God’s provision of a new school building, wisdom for our board, and perseverance.

PHOTOS/VIDEOS:
New photos and videos are available on my Facebook page.  I would love to provide more people pictures, 
but the school has a policy that restricts what I can show on Facebook.

Update Photos - The 2018-19 School Year & 2019 Summer
Update Photos - The 2019-20 School Year
Videos: My collection of videos on my Facebook page

INTERNET:
International Academy's website:  myiasp.com
IA's official Facebook page:  facebook.com/groups/myiasp
IA's official YouTube page:  youtube.com/user/myiasp

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE:
If you would like to provide financially toward me and the ministry I'm a part of teaching cross-culture kids in Russia, you 

have at least 2 options:
1.  For online giving, please contact me and I can provide you with a link.
2.  For the traditional way of giving, please fill out the attached form and send your tax-deductible gift to:

Wycliffe Associates
P.O. Box 62014
Orlando, FL 32862

*You are on this mailing list, because (1) you requested it, (2) you are one of my supporters, and/or (3) you are someone I'd like to
keep informed. If you wish to be removed from this list, please just let me know.

ABOVE: Visiting Catherine’s Palace with our Filipino friends Albert and Alma, who were visiting from UAE.

https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10214672125854270&type=1&l=36679a0c7c
https://www.facebook.com/jarod.zartman/media_set?set=a.10216967033225520&type=3
https://www.youtube.com/user/myiasp
https://www.facebook.com/groups/myiasp/?ref=br_tf
http://www.myiasp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/jarod.zartman/media_set?set=vb.1157023147&type=2


TOP: The fireworks during the annual Scarlet Sails celebration.  MIDDLE: Navy Day preparation in 
Kronshtadt.  BOTTOM: Visiting the Miner family in their newly-finished home outside the city.



TOP: Marianne enjoying the summer dandelions. BOTTOM: Outside Catherine’s Palace in Pushkin.

TOP: We were able to visit briefly with Glenn and Vicki Albright, our friends from Fulton Baptist, who visited the city last 
month. MIDDLE: My summer English class.  BOTTOM: Lunch with our Filipino friend George, who works on a cruise ship.



TOP: IA’s interim head of school John Siegel addresses the families during our First Bell Ceremony.  BOTTOM: I went over 
the beginning-of-the-year stuff with the 6th/7th graders.




