
Genesis 2:18
The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone.

I will make a helper suitable for him.” (NIV)
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RUSSIA 2019 – UPDATE 1: Wedding, Return to Russia, Marianne, IA Update

Dear family and friends,

Greetings from a snow-covered St. Petersburg!  My new bride Marianne and I returned to St. 
Petersburg shortly after the beginning of second semester and after the whirlwind of December/January.  
While things have slowed down some, the pace has been still quicker than what I’d prefer, hence I’m writing 
you only now since the last time I wrote before the wedding!

Wedding
I have great difficulty describing what a blessed wedding and reception God bestowed upon Marianne

and me.  So many people labored on our behalf (both in the Philippines and in Russia) and many of the top 
wedding suppliers of the Philippines (seriously!) so generously gifted their services to us.  I praise God for 
those people and those blessings and I feel tremendously humbled, unable to truly express my gratitude.

All five of my immediate family
members where able to not only attend the
wedding, but also participate in the process. 
Not only that, but Marianne and I had loved
ones from all over the world who were able
to watch the wedding via the Internet.  We’ve
had so many people tell us they watched the
wedding, which has been a big
encouragement to us!

Amazing to think, we’re already
approaching our two-month anniversary.
Time has flown!

Marianne at IA
Upon our return to St. Petersburg

after Christmas break, Marianne began
serving with me at International Academy
(IA).  She currently is serving as our school
nurse and has already been very beneficial to our staff and students.  Everyone at IA welcomed her openly 
and received her warmly.  

Along with her nursing duties, she also has been studying Russian and learning basic skills of how to 
survive in St. Petersburg during the winter.  This was Marianne’s first-ever experience with snow and being 
in a cold-weather climate, and while she has adapted quickly, she did find our cold streak in January and the
icy sidewalk conditions to be quite challenging.

From Marianne:
“Greetings everyone!  I’m joyful to be able to meet you, even if it’s just through this newsletter, and 

introduce myself to you now as Mrs. Zartman. To give you a brief background, I am a half Chinese, half 
Filipina raised in the Philippines. I came to know Christ through a Chinese Christian school in the Philippines
and became serious about my faith after college. Since then, I have been serving God through various 
ministries in my local church in the Philippines and United Arab Emirates (UAE). I’ve been an ICU nurse for 
the past decade primarily in the UAE. 

I am in awe of how God authored my love story with Jarod and how He orchestrated things to work 
despite all the hurdles we encountered. Thank you to all those who prayed for us to make it back to St. 
Petersburg on time. I am encouraged at how welcoming the IA community has been and I am so glad to be 
serving them with my nursing profession.”



Future for the Zartmans
With single life now a closed chapter of our lives, Marianne and I will spend the next year or so 

continuing to grow together and enjoy the benefits of marriage.  We will also need to discern what God’s will 
is for us as a couple.  What that means for the distant future (where will we live, what will we do, etc.) is 
unsure, but we will seek the Lord’s guidance.  Also, we are unsure how soon we will be able to visit the 
United States.  I’ll keep you posted!

School Update
As you might know already, IA has been attempting to purchase its own building, and we believe God 

led us to the exact building that we could move in to and begin our new era next school year.  However, 
unfortunately, the Lord did not secure the funding we need within the time frame.  Shockingly, despite being 
past the deadline, the purchase is still on the table.  There is so much more to this story, but please continue
to pray for IA’s future building and fundraising effort!

Thank you for your interest in our lives and encouragement as we serve the Lord here.  Please keep 
us in your prayers as we continue adjusting to our new lives.  Take care and God bless!

In Christ,
Jarod

PRAYER REQUESTS / PRAISES:
– That, to Marianne, I will be the husband and spiritual head of the household that I am called to be.
– PRAISE: The wedding/reception over-exceeded my expectations and Marianne and I are both very 

humbled by God’s blessings.
– PRAISE: My family made it both to and from the Philippines safely.
– Consistent supporters for Marianne and me as we’re still in the beginning stages of marriage.
– For God’s provision of a new school building, wisdom for our board, and perseverance.

PHOTOS/VIDEOS:
New photos and videos are available on my Facebook page.  I would love to provide more people pictures, 
but the school has a policy that restricts what I can show on Facebook.

Jarod & Marianne Wedding Trailer
Pre-wedding Photos in the Philippines
Pre-wedding Photos Slideshow Video
Wedding Trip to the Philippines
Update Photos - The 2018-19 School Year

Videos: My collection of videos on my Facebook page

INTERNET:
International Academy's website:  myiasp.com
IA's official Facebook page:  facebook.com/groups/myiasp
IA's official YouTube page:  youtube.com/user/myiasp

HOW TO CONTRIBUTE:
If you would like to provide financially toward me and the ministry I'm a part of teaching cross-culture kids in Russia, you 

have at least 2 options:
1.  For online giving, please contact me and I can provide you with a link.
2.  For the traditional way of giving, please fill out the attached form and send your tax-deductible gift to:

Wycliffe Associates
P.O. Box 62014
Orlando, FL 32862

*You are on this mailing list, because (1) you requested it, (2) you are one of my supporters, and/or (3) you are someone I'd like to
keep informed. If you wish to be removed from this list, please just let me know.

https://vimeo.com/308949637
https://www.youtube.com/user/myiasp
https://www.facebook.com/groups/myiasp/?ref=br_tf
http://www.myiasp.com/
https://www.facebook.com/jarod.zartman/media_set?set=vb.1157023147&type=2
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10214672125854270&type=1&l=36679a0c7c
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10215212018511249&type=1&l=e089f6d56d
https://vimeo.com/312383398
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.1920276914688661&type=1&l=e629f89f3a


LEFT: We’ve already 
celebrated our 

month anniversary 
and Valentine’s Day.

 
RIGHT: Marianne and 

I share during 
IA chapel 

how God brought 
us together.




