
      LONGKUMER UPDATE      JUNE 2019 

Greetings dear friends, family and partners. 

We pray this finds you all doing well.  As usual we have been on the move, but the past weeks have differed as our 
travels have not been together and some were for family matters as well as ministry. 
 

MINISTRY HIGHLIGHTS 
One exciting event we experienced this spring was conducting a Church Leaders Training with the tribal community, 

Phom Naga, where Taku grew up as his parents served as church planters. The 75 leaders from the 54 Phom 

churches responded enthusiastically, thanking the Executive Secretary for initiating the training.  One pastor serving 

for 25 years shared that “In all my years serving as a Pastor, this was the most effective continuing education I’ve 

received.  I’m ready for another 25 years now!”  It was a privilege to work with this very receptive and excited group of 

men and women, most of whom are young in the ministry.  We do look forward to future opportunities to continue the 

journey of learning and working together. 

Following the training program with the Phom leaders we visited the village where Taku grew up as his parents served 

as church planters with these people who were still practicing head-hunters.  What a blessing to see a thriving church 

with a five member full-time staff including Pastor, Associate Pastor, Women’s Pastor, Youth Director and Church 

Secretary (Ministry Administrator, not office personnel), where less than 70 years ago these people were headhunters.  

This village had been decimated in 1950 when 11 neighboring villages joined forces to attack.  With nearly all the 

males slaughtered, the women and children fled to the nearest refuge, Taku’s village, more than a day’s journey over 

the mountains.  The surviving males were unable to return to the village, taking shelter in the surrounding jungle.   

Taku’s village offered to assist the refugees rebuild under  their protection, if they agreed to allow someone to 

accompany and share their newfound faith in Christ.  Taku’s parents volunteered, taking their toddler and infant to live 

with these headhunters.  Taku’s first trip back to his childhood home was full of grace and proclamations of glory to 

God as memories of the days of roaming the jungles in fear have given way to growing in grace and carrying on the 

mission.   

We are so privileged to work with a variety of diverse people groups in different regions that provide ample testimony 
of God’s grace and might.  One highlight is the move of God among villages in the state of Assam through the prayers 
and efforts of the men and women of Neighborhood Ministries.   

Their ministry among this unreached community is growing through the effective training of new believers and 
leaders.  As they learn the foundations of their new found faith, they are also being equipped to tell the story to their 
family, friends and neighbors.  A simple form of training is utilized, presenting the foundations of the Old Testament, 
Jesus and the work of the disciples, through story form.  After the trainees know the stories, they learn basic premises 
of story telling and effective listening.  The leader of this movement shares,  “This is really very helpful training for our 
leaders and believers for multiplication (to) train up more leaders in the house churches to work  among 
the  Neighbors  ministry.  Our plan (is) to teach more leaders and make more leaders to do His work among our 
people so that kingdom God will extend among our people.”   

This strategy is working, as many, even those barely literate, are equipped to share the amazing news of Christ’s love 
and power that has changed their lives.  These past 3 months there have been 27 baptisms, 65 new believers come 
to the faith and 6 new house churches formed.  There are 27 believers who are preparing for baptism, anticipating that 
event in the weeks to come.   

Please continue to pray for this community. The new believers experience threat and persecution from family and 
others in the community.  Now this entire community is encountering extreme challenges as the political situation 
regarding citizenship impacts the region. 
 

FAMILY NEWS 
 

We have had a lot going on!  Thank you all for your prayers, support and expressions of sympathy as we walked 
through the final days of life with Taku’s youngest brother, Imkong, who passed into eternity the end of March. Your 
concern and care through the past three years of his battle with cancer have been a comfort and encouragement.    
 
About that same time we received news from Katie’s father, Jim Thomas, that her Mom, Barb, was not doing well.  We 
determined that we needed to see her and made plans to both accompany our son Lima and his wife Asen on their 
trip to meet family in July.  Suddenly we learned that Meren was encountering a challenging situation that we felt 
required Katie’s presence to assist with child-care and general support and encouragement. So immediately upon the 



conclusion of our ministry in a south Indian town of Narasaropeta over Easter, Katie made a trip to Illinois.  Within an 
hour of her arrival in Springfield she began baby-sitting duty with wonderful 3 year old Liam!   Katie was surprised and 
concerned seeing her mother’s condition.  While there her mother was hospitalized and diagnosed with pneumonia.  
But only while in the hospital it was discovered that her esophagus was nearly closed and she was aspirating as she 
attempted eating and drinking.  This has been the cause of her dramatic weight loss and general ill health.  Finally 
released after 9 days of hospitalization (6 with nothing by mouth) and a minor surgery, she returned home very weak 
and on oxygen.  Now nearly two weeks later, she is daily improving, gaining strength and gradually resuming normal 
activities (though still on oxygen).  We pray to see her in much more robust health in July!  With all this going on, Katie 
extended her stay for an additional two weeks, returning now the end of May. 
 
While Katie was occupied with all the family matters in the US Taku continued fulfilling our commitments in India.  Due 
to the tragic events in Sri Lanka, the plans of our Area Director, Rev. Dr. Ben Chan were disrupted and he came to 
NEI and joined Taku in ministry with the Council of Baptist Churches in North East India (CBCNEI) and North East 
Christian University (NECU).  The past two week Taku has been meeting with church and community leaders in 
Hyderabad working out details and planning for the India Baptist Summit October 3-6.  This is a strategic event to 
bring together Baptists throughout the nation to share concerns and challenges of the Indian church and explore ways 
to coordinate and encourage one another in extending the love of Christ and good news of the Gospel with the 
multitudes of unreached in India and beyond. 
 
Prayer Requests 
 
Please Pray for all the work preparing for the India Summit, that the local churches would come together and actively              

co-operate and assist in the provision for all the details involved in a gathering of this magnitude. 
 
Please Pray for Katie’s family: for full recovery for Katie’s mother and for all our children. 
 
Please Pray for the believers and churches in India, as the political situation in particular regions and general position 
of the governing powers present ever-increasing concerns and potential threat to believers and the church. 
 
Please Pray for God’s continued grace, strength and wisdom as we travel and work with so many varied members of 

the body of Christ. 
 
THANK YOU FOR YOUR PRAYERS, YOUR GIFTS AND SUPPORT.  WE ARE SO GRATEFUL FOR YOUR 
SACRIFICE THAT ENABLES US TO BE YOUR PARTNER IN SERVICE HERE. 
 
God Bless you! 
 
Taku & Katie 
 


