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Our sermons for this fall have been about grace...which is one those ideas / experiences / longings that
seems simple.  But the more you look into it the deeper its revealed to be.  David Brooks is a columnist 
in the New York Times who often touches upon things of the spirit in his pieces on culture and politics.
 I heard him say in an interview in which he was commenting on his evolution to becoming more 
spiritual in his outlook that one of the reasons was the experience of grace.  Brooks said that one early 
evening he parked in his driveway and watched his children playing joyfully together with whole-
hearted laughter as the sunset made all the colors deep and rich and beautiful.  "Its one of those 
moments where reality sort of spills outside its boundaries. . . and you become aware of a happiness 
you don't deserve—which is grace.  When that happens your soul swells up a little and you want to be 
worthy of that happiness."

I take Brooks to mean that being worthy of happiness is to nurture a place in yourself in which grace 
feels at home. To nurture a life that recognizes more and more the presence of grace as a gift. To allow 
the heart to become responsive and sensitive to love and goodness which so often come, as Brooks 
experienced, out of the blue but at just the right moment.  

Steady application of those means of grace—scripture reading, prayer, baptism, Lord's Supper, service,
and fellowship—are how we become sensitive and aware of God's grace. We form our hearts into a 
place in which Christ feels at home.

Peace and grace,
Pastor Garrett 

__________________________________________________________________________________
Women's Retreat-Passing the Peace

For the women of our church:  the Women's Retreat "Passing the Peace" is on Saturday,                           
November 5, here at LFPC from 9:00-12:00.  Our guest speaker is the Rev. Mary                            
Anderson, who will help us develop a prayer of peace for during and after the national                               
election.  Please come and spend time in the Word of God, in prayer and in fellowship                        
with the women of our church.  Come and help "pass the peace". Please let Leigh Anne                           
or Tracie know by Nov. 2  nd    if you will be attending.

______________________________________________________________________
Gratitude – reflecting on our lives

   I was driving home the other day when I was stopped by a traffic light. The ensuing pause made me
 look to my right and notice a cluster of beautiful, fiery-orange trees – a breathtaking color that I don’t 
know that I’ve ever seen outside of nature. How many times had I passed the trees in the previous days
and not noticed? I pulled into my driveway and hit my automatic garage door opener, such wonderful 
ease. And then I entered my mud room, thankful for the encompassing warmth our heater generates 
each year (set during the day at no lower than 72°, much to my husband Pat’s chagrin). Taking off my 
shoes and hanging up my coat, I moved into the main floor of our home to check that our daughters, 
Samantha and Lauren, were appropriately occupied and all was well. Happy, healthy girls who exhibit 
compassion and intellect – what more could we ask for? 

   (continued on Page 2)



Our lives are so blessed, but do we slow down, look around, and realize it? This year’s Spiritual    
 Formation Program theme is "All the Time." God blesses us all the time - in some many ways. How do 
we respond with gratitude for these blessings? One way is our time and our talent in support of the 
many ways our church blesses others. Another way is in affording our church the financial foundation 
it needs so that we can provide these blessings. In the coming weeks, we will be launching our 2017 
Stewardship Campaign, and with it, we’ll be sharing information on the blessings we’ve been able to 
give to others over this past year. Please begin to think about what level of financial assistance you can 
give, out of gratitude for all of our blessings, for our 2017 church year.

Submitted By, Beth Larson, Chairperson of Stewardship Committee.

______________________________________________________________________

Elementals (Grades 1-6) will meet Friday November 4 from 6:30-8:00 p.m.

The theme is "Wet Socks" Night.  Children need to bring an extra pair of socks.  Don't tell them 
but we will be wetting their socks so they can empathize with homeless people of how 
uncomfortable wet socks are in the cold.  They will change into their dry pair of socks.                   
A package of socks for Isaiah's Table or Samaritan Center will be an ideal mission gift for          
the night!  Of course, bring friends and ask them too to bring an extra pair of socks and if              
possible a donation of a package of socks for adults. More info coming soon!                            
-Leigh Anne and Tracie 
____________________________________________________________
OPEN SANCTUARY      The days get shorter, the nights get longer. The air gets colder 
and the trees get barer.  Holidays approach and for some, this is a difficult time of year. 
It can be lonely or stressful or sad. Beginning November 9th through the Advent season, 
LFPC will open the sanctuary to all every Wednesday from 4-7.  Perhaps someone will 
see the lights on and the sign that says "Welcome" and will come in to meditate, pray or 
talk to a member.  We need you to help.  Each Wednesday we will need eight members 
to be present, covering two-hour and a half shifts. Will you be open?  Will you come and 
take time to sit in the pew and pray?  Will you be open to greeting at the door and 
ensuring the safety of those using the sanctuary?  Will you be open to assisting guests 
and praying with them if asked?  Will you be open?  See Leigh Anne or Jim to sign up 
and help us open the sanctuary to others this coming November and December.

_______________________________________________________________
Thank You! Many thanks to the congregation for the many cards, 
prayers and meals during my recovery! -Lisa and Gary Gaffney

PIE TIME!

The youth made Apple pies for a 
fundraiser. Apples were picked 

by the Elementals and made 
into pies by the youth. Thank 

you to all who supported us by 
helping to make pies or by 

purchasing one.



Session Highlights from the October 11th meeting
A. Session approved the recommendation made by the “Great Commission Funds” Task Force that 

the funds be dedicated in their entirety to the demolition and rebuilding of Cabin #5 at 
Vanderkamp. Volunteer work parties will perform much of the labor under the direction and 
supervision of Bill and Penny James, directors of Vanderkamp.

B. Session voted to pay off the roof loan using undesignated funds from the Betty Henes Memorial
Fund.

C. The process for putting together the 2017 church budget will begin at the November 2016 
Session meeting.

Please continue to pray for your Session, which meets the third Tuesday of the month at 7 pm. All 
members of LFPC are invited to attend.
________________________________________________________________

  
_______________________________________________________________

Building & Grounds Committee (BGC) Report
 The telecom equipment was delivered and installed on the Verizon pre-school roof
platform.  Verizon will continue to run the require electrical wiring through the church. 

 The stealth tower system has been delivered to the church and is be prepared for
installation. The contractor has determined that it will be safer to disassemble most

of the bell tower roof structure in place instead of lowering it in one piece to the ground.

Building & Grounds Committee members are Rick Pelotte, Ray Campbell and Doug VanHoute.

Recycle for a Cause-
Friends in Faith Christian Preschool

Did you know that you can donate your empty printer 
cartridges, returnable bottles and cans at church? 

There are bins outside of Fellowship Hall and in front of 
the Preschool (upstairs). Place your items in the bins and 

all monies go to assist our preschool.  

Samaritan Center 
The next date we will be carpooling to the 
Samaritan Center is Friday November 25th 
(Black Friday) at 12:45 p.m.to serve lunch. 
Please sign up in the Sanctuary.



The Men’s Group started the installation of the new preschool door on September 29.  The finishing work
that remains is to reinstall the ceiling tile track, paint the wall and door and install new base board.

______________________________________________________________

PDA (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance - PW (Presbyterian Women)
Disaster Preparedness Training - April 4-5, 2017

Vanderkamp Center
This training is for women only, by application only. Application is available in the church office.
DPT is a train-the-trainer event designed to give women the tools needed to conduct Disaster 
Preparedness workshops for churches, presbyteries and communities. Training expenses for this 
training will be reimbursed by PDA. You must attend both sessions to be certified and commissioned 
as a PW-PDA DP Trainer. Application deadline is March 24, 2017.
_______________________________________________________________
The Wednesday Night Study Group -is now called BFFs or Becoming Faithful 

Followers small group.  We meet the 2  nd   and 4  th   Wednesdays of each month from 6:30-8:00 
PM in the church library in November we will meet on Nov. 9th and 23rd. New study coming 
in January 2017.  Co-leaders: Becky Krebs 457-3254 and Linda Hook 622-1781
___________________________________________________________________________
Your group can be a STAR!  We are looking for short video clips (10-15 seconds) of small 
groups, mission activities, retreats, gatherings, worship, and faith classes to use in an 
introductory video on our website.  Videos should have a horizontal orientation.  Candids, 
close-ups, and action are preferable rather than "staged" scenes.  They can be sent Rev. 
Anderson or Haley Everts. 
___________________________________________________________________________________

CNY Photographers
Meets 6:30pm every third Monday of the Month 
at LFPC. All are welcome. This month's meeting 

is on Monday November 21st.

 

November Birthdays
  3 – Richard Henderson
  4 – Sue Henderson
  8 – Joe Choat
12 – Tommy Williams
13 – Leigh Anne Herd, Liza Thibault, Karen Judge
17 – Laura Santos
24 – Evan Raitt
26 – Ray Campbell
28 – Robyn Nelson

Wedding News

Congratulations to Linda & Jack Raitt on 
the marriage of their daughter Lindsey to her 
new husband Craig Hysack on October 15th!



The Angel Tree Program

The Angel Tree program will run this year from Sunday November 20 to Sunday                
December 11. This program is a Salvation Army program to sponsor a needy person in                      
our local area for Christmas. You can sponsor a needy person by either buying or making                       
a gift for that person. Tags with the first names of needy people will be found on the                       
Christmas tree that will be set up in the fellowship hall. When taking a tag from the tree                         
please sign the log next to the tree (see instructions on back of tag). Your signature indicates that you 
are sponsoring the person whose name is on the tag. If you haven’t participated in this program in the 
past, please consider participating this year to help make Christmas a little brighter for someone in 
need. Thank you. 
______________________________________________________________________

From the Floral Committee: Please sign up for flowers for a Sunday of your choice to remember a
special occasion on the Floral Chart for 2016 outside the Church Office. 

Flowers in October 2016 were given:
 On October 9th for Fannie Elder's 101st Birthday

 On October 23rd for Samantha Gallagher's 12th birthday.
 On October 30th in celebration of Linda & Jack Raitt’s wedding anniversary and in 

memory of their parents, Homer & Mildred Begeal and Helen & John Raitt.

_______________________________________________________________
CHRISTMAS WREATHS may be ordered through Monday, November 21st

at 9:30 am by using the tear-off in the bulletin or the small gold envelope in the pew 
racks. Each wreath is $16 and proceeds benefit the children who attend 
Friends in Faith Christian Preschool. Checks should be made payable to 
“Friends in Faith Christian Preschool.” Wreaths may be picked up the weekend after  

           Thanksgiving. If you have any questions, please call Chris Schauer at the preschool (457-4090).
_______________________________________________________________

 "Going Green for God" Recycling Project!
by the LFPC Green Team
 GOT USED MARKERS??  

TURN THEM INTO ENERGY!

Copyright © 2016 Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, All rights reserved. 

We are still collecting markers from your home, office, school that are ready 
to be discarded, then drop them in one of the bins which are located at the 
preschool lobby and by the side office entrance to the church. The markers 
will be sent to a facility to be converted into clean fuel, while keeping tons of 
plastic out of the trash each year. All brands of markers are accepted, 
including highlighters and dry erase markers.   
*Don't throw out that used marker - ColorCycle it!

The Church Office will be Closed on 
Thursday Nov. 24th and Friday Nov. 25th

for Thanksgiving. May you have a Blessed 
Holiday with your Family.

The Rummage and Bake Sale was held on Saturday October 29th
All proceeds will benefit local and worldwide missions. 

Thank you so much for your support and donations!

The December  2016 Newsletter Deadline is Monday November 21st. Please get all articles 
and pictures into the  church office by Monday Nov. 21st. You may call Heather at  457-3161 

or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com. She is in the  office  Monday-Friday from 9:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m.

  The Elsie O'Neill Circle 
will meet for food and 

fellowship on Thursday 
November 17th 

at 12:30 p.m. in the 
church library. 


