
December 2022

FROM THE PASTOR

Ordinary and Holy

Realizing that the ordinary is also holy is the great turning point in our spirituality. We have a tendency 
to divide things into the religious categories of ordinary and holy with the attached judgement about 
which is more worthy (its always the holy things). In the liturgical year the weeks—half of the year!—
between Pentecost (when the Holy Spirit came upon the disciples) and Advent / Christmas (when the 
Holy Child Jesus arrives) and then a shorter stretch between Epiphany and Lent we call Ordinary Time.
Does nothing that sacred or holy happen then? 

When we divide up time, events, people, feelings, thoughts, actions into holy ones and ordinary ones 
we soon devalue the latter. But that’s not what God does. In fact, all our holy-days, that is holidays, 
begin with an act or a teaching that says that all things are holy in God’s sight, if not in ours. The holy 
God takes on the ordinary body and human life in Jesus; an instrument of death becomes the place in 
which God’s love for us is shown; the Holy Spirit comes upon the ordinary community of disciples and
dwells in them. It seems as if all our holy-days are meant to impress upon us that all our days are holy.

The high point of this perspective comes in Matthew 25 in the parable of the sheep and goats. The King
is to be found in the needs of those whom we either serve or ignore. The Holy Child of Humanity is 
found the suffering of humanity. In this sacred season of Advent let us be open to how the ordinary and 
the holy have become one and the same...the home of God.

In Peace and Hope

Pastor Garrett 

STEWARDSHIP

Please remember to turn in your pledge card for 2023



ADVENT WORSHIP SCHEDULE
1st Sunday of Advent

Nov 27 - Worship at 10:15 am

2nd Sunday of Advent
Dec 4 - Worship at 10:15 am

3rd Sunday of Advent
Dec 11 - WE Worship / Young Children & Worship at 10:15 am

4th Sunday of Advent
Dec 18 - Worship at 10:15 am

Christmas Eve
Dec 24 - Family Candlelight Service at 7:00 pm

Christmas Day
Dec 25 - Worship at 10:15 am / *NO Young Children & Worship

CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD

Are you looking to deepen your experience of Advent?  Try one 
of the mobile apps recommended by Pastor Garrett  
(http://lfpc.weebly.com/pastor-garretts-recommended-apps.html) 
at our Spiritual Formation website (lfpc.weebly.com). While 
you're there check out what else is offered.  What are you waiting
for? .... that's an Advent pun. ;-) 

Little Free Pantry

  Isaiah's Table has a "Little Free Pantry"outside its building at the                   
corner of Niagara and Marcellus Streets on the Near Westside of Syracuse.

 It is frequented by neighbors and unhoused community members.

The pantry is in particular need of women's sanitary supplies (pads and 
tampons). And can always use donations of canned goods (pop-tops are best) 
or other non-perishable food items or monetary donations to help defray our 
costs. Small donations can be put directly into the pantry cabinet.

Checks can be sent to 223 Marcellus Street, Syracuse, 13204. For larger food or supply donations, 
please contact Karen Wolff at kjwolfff@msn.com   to set up a time for drop off/pick up.

mailto:kjwolfff@msn.com
http://www.lfpc.weebly.com/


Christmas Caroling Car Parade
Sunday December 18th

3:00pm
Meet at church parking lot at 2:45 to assemble parade.

We will drive to several residences and carol from our cars.
Wear your Santa hats and bring your jingle bells.

Email Leigh Anne (laherd02@gmail.com) or 
call the church at (315) 457-3161 to join the parade.

Please register by Thursday morning Dec 15,
we need 8-10 cars to have a successful parade. 

**********

Little Free Pantry

   Isaiah's Table has a "Little Free Pantry" outside its building at the corner 
of Niagara and Marcellus Streets on the Near Westside of Syracuse.

  It is frequented by neighbors and unhoused community members.

The pantry is in particular need of women's sanitary supplies (pads and 
tampons). And can always use donations of canned goods (pop-tops are 
best) or other non-perishable food items or monetary donations to help 
defray our costs. Small donations can be put directly into the pantry 
cabinet.

Checks can be sent to 223 Marcellus Street, Syracuse, 13204. For larger 
food or supply donations, please contact Karen Wolff 
at kjwolfff@msn.com to set up a time for drop off/pick up.

mailto:kjwolfff@msn.com


 

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE CLERK

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE LFPC SESSION MEETING    11-14-22

• Budget requests have been sent to all committees. The Budget Committee plans to present the 
2023 budget for a first read at the December Session meeting.

• The Matthew 25 Initiative, a PCUSA program to help churches embrace one or more of these 
three focuses: Building Congregational Vitality, Eradicating Systemic Poverty, and 
Dismantling Structural Racism, is being considered by our Missions Committee and Social 
Justice Task Force.

• The Christian Education Committee is looking for volunteers to help with the Young Children 
& Worship program, which is offered twice a month during the Sunday morning worship 
service.

• Session approved digital advertising of our Christmas Eve Service. The video ad will run 
through all of Advent on our LFPC Facebook site.

HIGHLIGHTS OF THE CAYUGA-SYRACUSE PRESBYTERY MEETING    11-15-22

• The presbytery meeting started with a worship service. Scripture for the evening was 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13. The Rev. Karen Chamis delivered the message for the service.

• We honored the saints who have joined the church triumphant.

• We welcomed the Rev. Luke Choi of the PCUSA Board of Pensions who made clergy aware of
benefit changes. 

• The Presbytery meeting dates were approved for 2023: Tues., Jan 31 7pm Zoom; Sat., May 6 
morning in-person (Annual meeting); Tues., July 11 7pm in-person (special speaker?); Sat., 



Sept. 16 morning in-person; and Tues., Nov. 14 7pm Zoom

• We learned more about the PC(USA) Young Adult Volunteer Program. The Leadership Team 
will explore ways we can support the YAV program as a Presbytery.

• MOTION PASSED: To form an Administrative Commission to work with the American 
Baptist Church to determine a way forward for our Presbytery regarding Hannibal Church with
the intent to dissolve our relationship with the Hannibal Church.

• We heard the first read of the proposed new presbytery structure. 

• MOTION PASSED: Approve the 2023 Minimum Terms of Call, representing a 5.0% increase
over 2022, with an added provision for congregations to prayerfully consider increasing to 
8.7%, the prevailing annual cost-of-living adjustment for 2023.

• We said thank you and farewell to Rev. Ginny and Rev. Richard Smith and to the Rev. 
Elizabeth Lyman.

• We thanked our Bookkeeper, Paula Lamberson, for her service and congratulated her on her 
retirement.

• MOTION PASSED: Finance and Property moves approval of the 2023 Budget for the 
Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse. 

• We honored Resource Presbyter Karen Chamis as this was her last Stated Meeting.

MISSIONS

Blessings in a Backpack Update

As part of the partnering rotation for the month of December we are asked
to collect:

Mac n cheese cups (any brands)

The rotation helps give us appreciation for the variety of foods they are trying to provide for the kids at 
Seymour Dual Language Academy in Syracuse.  For more information or a refresher on the program 
see the direct link to the Liverpool chapter website: https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/

**Donations drop off in the foyer of LFPC, Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm or Sundays at worship**

FELLOWSHIP AND STUDY GROUPS

Join a Fellowship/Study Group

Craft & Chat Group – 6:30pm                                                                                     1st & 3rd Mondays
Fathers~Brothers~Sons – 6:30pm                                                                               1st & 3rd Tuesdays
Becoming Faithful Followers (BFF) – 6:30pm                                                     2nd & 4th Wednesdays
Choir – 7:00pm                                                                                                                          Thursdays
Elsie O'Neil Circle – 12:30pm                                                                                             2nd Thursday

*Contact office at (315) 457-3161  for more information

https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/%20


Enjoy an evening of crafting and chatting!!

We gather on the 1st and 3rd Mondays from 6:30 - 8 pm in the LFPC library.  Whether you
crochet, knit, make cards, draw, sew or any other craft you are welcome to join. Even if
you don't craft, just come to chat. This is a casual gathering too share craft ideas, enjoy
conversation with others and make new friends.  
Join us on Dec 5 & Dec 19....Feel free to bring a friend!!.
Contact me if you have any questions.
Lisa Bricault   (315) 753-1714

***************

Fathers • Brothers • Sons is a new kind of men’s gathering for A new day

We meet the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays......Dec 6 & Dec 20
6:30-8pm at LFPC. 

Come and join the community!

together in faith • circle of trust • shoulder to shoulder • present in the moment

Elsie O’Neil/Woman’s Association

  The Elsie O’Neil/Women’s Association is more than a ladies group.  We are a group of
Christian women who enjoy the fellowship of being with each other.  Also, we work on a
light Bible Study which often leads to in-depth, meaningful, interesting
conversations. We have developed a unifying relationship & support each other in trials & joys.

We work on fund raising projects, which affords us the opportunity to make donations for worthy 
causes, both for our church & many various missions. 



We meet every month, on the SECOND Thursday @ 12:30PM, in the Fellowship Hall.  So, mark 
your calendars for the fun!  Our next meeting will be on December 8, 2022, which will be a Christmas 
Celebration. Each person will bring a dessert or appetizer to share. During the summer months, we 
meet in the Friends In Faith area, for a relaxed picnic. We bring our brown bagged lunches & share 
a delicious dessert. 

If you haven’t thought about joining us before, or been with us in ages, please give us a try. You’ll find,
both your FAITH & FELLOWSHIP will grow together. We look forward to seeing you soon!!

Please call me with any questions or concerns.
315-247-9304
Coleen Clapper
Chair

LFPC LIBRARY

If you are looking for stories, DVD’s or other information, remember to check our online church library
website:   librarycat.org/lib/firstpres1829    Type in any search phrase you like. An advanced search is 
available, just click on the arrow to the right of the search box.

 *Please note: We do not have electronic sign outs. Therefore, each item will say available. The only 
way to check if an item is available is to look for it in the library. Each item has a sign out card. Please 
fill out and leave in the tray next to the first door to the library.

Any questions, please contact Sue Kline at  slkline51@gmail.com

If you are able, please continue make your regular financial offering to the church 
by mailing your check to Treasurer, Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, 603 Tulip 
Street, Liverpool NY 13088 or on our website at: https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give 
or download the mobile app “Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement”

December

 1 – Erin  Folley, Jolene Kittle
 5 – Joan Halsted
 6 – John Pfeffer
18 – Rev. Garrett Anderson, Mary Calnan
19 – Kristen Campbell
20 – MaryLou Matthews, Logan Overend, Chris Pfeffer
26 – Bill Newell

(If anyone has been omitted from this list, please contact the 
church office)

https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give
mailto:slkline51@gmail.com
http://librarycat.org/lib/firstpres1829


Any suggestions for the newsletter please call (315) 457-3161

Donations

Liverpool First Presbyterian Church is accepting donations  for Blessings in a Backpack, local food 
pantry and Friends in Faith cans and bottles with drop-offs in the foyer during church office hours and 
Sundays before worship services.  Any questions please contact Lisa  lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com 

Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse E-News

Our goal is to highlight things going on throughout the Church: within our Presbytery, in our 
congregations, as well as in the Synod of the Northeast and across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

To subscribe see: http://cayugasyracuse.org

Copyright © 2019 Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, All rights reserved. 

The Jan 2023 Newsletter Deadline is Monday, Dec 26, by 12 noon. Please get all articles and 
pictures into the church office by the deadline. You may call the office at 315-457-3161 or email 
lfirstpr@twcny.rr

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
* Canned Vegetables
* Canned Fruit in juice or water (not syrup)
* 100% juice
* Protein rich foods containing at least 7   
   grams of protein per serving such as beans,  
   canned meats, canned fish, peanut butter

Bottle Drive

We are still collecting clean, rinsed returnable cans 
and bottles for the preschool. There is a bin just inside 
the church doors to place your donations. Thank you!

http://cayugasyracuse.org/
mailto:lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com

