
November 2022

FROM THE PASTOR
For the last couple weeks I've been preaching about A Future with Hope from the prophet Jeremiah 
(Jeremiah 29:4-11) who brought God's counsel, encouragement, and admonishment to Israel during 
their exile in Babylon.  Pastor Brian Zahnd reflects 
(https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/premieres/345) on what this story can teach us about living as 
exiles who are faithful to God and engaged with God's world.  

The poem by Rumi helps us know how to live in the experience of exile and its unwanted visitors. His 
invitation to receive them as houseguests echoes the words of Jeremiah to settle down and bless the 
place where God has carried you to. (It makes me smile that Rumi was Persian, with roots in the same 
culture of the Babylonian empire though he lived 1900 years after the exile.)

The poem by Gary Snyder is more about how to walk into what will be our next home. It has echoes of
the children of Israel returning home and the Advent preparation—raising up valleys and smoothing the
rough places—to see God's coming.  How do we make that walk faithfully?  We do it together.

In Peace and Hope
Pastor Garrett 

For the Children

The rising hills, the slopes,
of statistics
lie before us.
the steep climb
of everything, going up,
up, as we all
go down.

In the next century
or the one beyond that,
they say,
are valleys, pastures,
we can meet there in peace
if we make it.

To climb these coming crests
one word to you, to
you and your children:

stay together
learn the flowers
go light     ~Gary Snyder

The Guest House

This being human is a guest house.
Every morning a new arrival.

A joy, a depression, a meanness,
some momentary awareness comes
as an unexpected visitor.

Welcome and entertain them all!
Even if they’re a crowd of sorrows,
who violently sweep your house
empty of its furniture,
still, treat each guest honorably.
He may be clearing you out
for some new delight.

The dark thought, the shame, the malice,
meet them at the door laughing,
and invite them in.

Be grateful for whoever comes,
because each has been sent
as a guide from beyond.      ~Rumi

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+29%3A4-11&version=NIV
https://www.theworkofthepeople.com/premieres/345


STEWARDSHIP

Stewardship campaign begins in November, just as certain as the changing leaves, pumpkins and 
apples. You should receive a letter, enclosed pledge card and Giving Prayer written by the Deacons. 
Please return your pledge in worship or by mail by November 20, 2022, Giving Sunday. 

CHRISTMAS DAY WORSHIP SERVICE POLL

Christmas falls on a Sunday this year and the Worship and Music Committee is wondering if we should
offer in-person worship or a pre-recorded worship that can be viewed at home with friends and family.
 Please answer the short, anonymous poll at the link below. Answer only once for you and your family 
even if you receive it multiple times.

https://forms.gle/AqtQttQRwN79ZPrK9 

CHURCH BULLETIN BOARD

Thank you, thank you for the special coffee hour you hosted for Pastor Appreciation month. The 
cards and personal notes you wrote were touching.  I have always felt valued by the whole 
congregation. That is a humbling thing and it continues to teach me.  I am grateful!

Pastor Garrett 

Give Thanks Sunday
"We give because we're grateful!"

November 6 after Worship

~ Join the Deacons for a Soup & Salad Potluck

~ Interactive fun with the Fellowship Committee

~ Please bring a pair of socks to donate to the Samaritan Center

SAVE THE DATE!

The Liverpool Community Chorus will be performing, “Seasons of the Songs”!
It’ll be held at the Liverpool High School, in their new auditorium! 

Come & join in the fun on December 10, 2022 @ 7:30 PM.
We’d love to see you there!

Thank you,
Coleen Clapper & Bonnie Santos

https://forms.gle/AqtQttQRwN79ZPrK9


Little Free Pantry

  Isaiah's Table has a "Little Free Pantry"outside its building at the                   
corner of Niagara and Marcellus Streets on the Near Westside of Syracuse.

 It is frequented by neighbors and unhoused community members.

The pantry is in particular need of women's sanitary supplies (pads and 
tampons). And can always use donations of canned goods (pop-tops are best) 
or other non-perishable food items or monetary donations to help defray our 
costs. Small donations can be put directly into the pantry cabinet.

Checks can be sent to 223 Marcellus Street, Syracuse, 13204. For larger food or supply donations, 
please contact Karen Wolff at kjwolfff@msn.com   to set up a time for drop off/pick up.

The front entrance of the church landscape has been improved. All bushes 
have been trimmed and four new bushes have been added, along with a 
layer of landscape stones. Also the Oswego Street side of the church, 
bushes have been trimmed and another layer of stones has been put down. 

***************
RICHARD ELLIOTT ORGAN RECITAL

The Syracuse Chapter of the American Guild of Organist is presenting a Recital featuring Richard
Elliott, Principal Tabernacle Organist at the Mormon Tabernacle, Salt Lake City, Utah, on Friday 18

November at 7:00 pm. in the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception, Downtown.

Admission prices are:
$20.00 for Adults at the Door

$18.00 for Adults Online
$15.00 for Students

This is a once-in-a-lifetime experience for lovers of Organ Music. The 1892 Roosevelt is the oldest
pipe organ in Syracuse, and perhaps its grandest. Is is certainly the best instrument in town to showcase

the talents of a world-renowned Organist like Dr. Elliott. We hope you'll attend.

mailto:kjwolfff@msn.com


MESSIAH SING-IN

Civic Morning Musicals, one of the oldest Concert Organizations in the Country, located in Syracuse,
New York is bringing back a long-time favorite event. The Messiah Sing-In returns to the Sanctuary of

Erwin First Methodist Church on the afternoon of 11 December. Dr. David Rudari, LFPC Choir
Director will conduct and Mr. Steven Uhl, LFPC Organist will preside at the Casavant Frères Organ.

The soloists are from SUNY Fredonia. The Chorus is traditionally provided by the audience.

Time, Programming, and Admission Fee Details are being completed at this printing. We hope that you
will bring a Score and join in the singing of Handel's inspired music in this wonderful Holiday

tradition.

MEETING HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE CLERK

HIGHLIGHTS OF 10-17-22 SESSION MEETING

• Tracie Folley led a training session on 10/02/22 for those wishing to help lead Young Children 
in Worship (YCIW) and will lead this first offering from the Christian Education Committee 
on 10/23/22.

• The Mission Committee is considering the question “What does it mean for a church to be a 
good neighbor?” as it discusses and discerns what local missions to support. 

• The Session and the Board of Deacons met for training in the Extended Serving of the 
Communion of the Church. The purpose of the training was to equip elders and deacons to 
provide home communion to our home-bound members and others unable to attend in-person 
worship.

MISSIONS

At its next meeting in November, the Missions Committee will decide where to direct the remaining 
funds in the 2022 local missions budget. If you have any suggestions for the committee to consider, 
please email them to bnewell44@gmail.com

We know that many of you take part in mission activities either individually or as families and expect 
that there are also many who would like to do so but aren’t sure how to. The committee is working on 
a means to create an inventory of the mission activities already being undertaken by the those in our 
congregation as well as the hopes and desires yet to be realized.

mailto:bnewell44@gmail.com


The committee is also seeking to identify existing groups within the community that are working for 
systemic change that reflects our faith values. Once these are identified we will be able to discern 
where we can leverage our time, talent, and financial resources to effect long-term benefit for “the 
least of these” in our community in addition to the needed short-term supports. 

********************

Blessings in a Backpack Update

As part of the partnering rotation for the month of November we are asked
to collect:

Mac n cheese cups (any brands)

The rotation helps give us appreciation for the variety of foods they are trying to provide for the kids at 
Seymour Dual Language Academy in Syracuse.  For more information or a refresher on the program 
see the direct link to the Liverpool chapter website: https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/

**Donations drop off in the foyer of LFPC, Monday - Friday 9am - 1pm or Sundays at worship**

FELLOWSHIP AND STUDY GROUPS

Join a Fellowship/Study Group

Craft & Chat Group – 6:30pm                                                                                     1st & 3rd Mondays
Fathers~Brothers~Sons – 6:30pm                                                                               1st & 3rd Tuesdays
Becoming Faithful Followers (BFF) – 6:30pm                                                     2nd & 4th Wednesdays
Choir – 7:00pm                                                                                                                          Thursdays
Elsie O'Neil Circle – 12:30pm                                                                                             2nd Thursday
Enneagram "Journeying-On" - 7pm on Zoom                                                                      3rd Thursday
Intro to Enneagram – 11:45am                                                                                                     Sundays

*Contact office for more information

***************

Fathers • Brothers • Sons is a new kind of men’s gathering for A new day

We meet the 1st & 3rd Tuesdays......Nov 1 & Nov 15
6:30-8pm at LFPC. 

Come and join the community!

together in faith • circle of trust • shoulder to shoulder • present in the moment

https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/%20


***************

Enjoy an evening of crafting and chatting!!

We gather on the 1st and 3rd Mondays from 6:30 - 8 pm in the LFPC library.
Whether you crochet, knit, make cards, draw, sew or any other craft you are welcome
to join. Even if you don't craft, just come to chat. This is a casual gathering too share
craft ideas, enjoy conversation with others and make new friends.  

Join us on Nov 7 & Nov 21..Feel free to bring a friend!!.
 
Contact me if you have any questions.
Lisa Bricault   (315) 753-1714

***************

Elsie O’Neil/Woman’s Association

 The Elsie O’Neil/Women’s Association is more than a ladies group.  We are a group of Christian 
women who enjoy the fellowship of being with each other.  Also, we work on a light Bible Study 
which often leads to in-depth, meaningful, interesting conversations. We have developed a unifying 
relationship & support each other in trials & joys. 

We work on fund raising projects, which affords us the opportunity to make donations for worthy 
causes, both for our church & many various missions. 

We meet every month, on the SECOND Thursday @ 12:30PM, in the Fellowship Hall.  So, mark 
your calendars for the fun!  Our next meeting will be on November 10, 2022. During the summer 
months, we meet in the Friends In Faith area, for a relaxed picnic. We bring our brown bagged lunches 
& share a delicious dessert. 



If you haven’t thought about joining us before, or been with us in ages, please give us a try. You’ll find,
both your FAITH & FELLOWSHIP will grow together. We look forward to seeing you soon!!

Please call me with any questions or concerns. 
315-247-9304
Coleen Clapper 
Chair

LFPC LIBRARY

If you are looking for stories, DVD’s or other information, remember to check our online church library
website:   librarycat.org/lib/firstpres1829    Type in any search phrase you like. An advanced search is 
available, just click on the arrow to the right of the search box.

 *Please note: We do not have electronic sign outs. Therefore, each item will say available. The only 
way to check if an item is available is to look for it in the library. Each item has a sign out card. Please 
fill out and leave in the tray next to the first door to the library.

Any questions, please contact Sue Kline at  slkline51@gmail.com

If you are able please continue make your regular financial offering to the church by mailing your 
check to Treasurer, Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, 603 Tulip Street, Liverpool NY 13088 or on 
our website at: https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give or download the mobile app “Vanco Mobile Faith 
Engagement”.

November

 13 – Leigh Anne Herd, Liza Thibault, Karen Judge
 17 – Laura Santos, Tim Bricault
 24 – Tim Overend
 25 – Jayden Sanborn
 26 – Ray Campbell

 
(If anyone has been omitted from this list, please contact the 
church office)

https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give
mailto:slkline51@gmail.com
http://librarycat.org/lib/firstpres1829


Donations

Liverpool First Presbyterian Church is accepting donations  for Blessings in a Backpack, local food 
pantry and Friends in Faith cans and bottles with drop-offs in the foyer during church office hours and 
Sundays before worship services.  Any questions please contact Lisa  lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com 

Any suggestions for the newsletter please call (315) 457-3161

Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse E-News

Our goal is to highlight things going on throughout the Church: within our Presbytery, in our 
congregations, as well as in the Synod of the Northeast and across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

To subscribe see: http://cayugasyracuse.org

Copyright © 2019 Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, All rights reserved. 

The Dec 2022 Newsletter Deadline is Monday, Nov 21, by 12 noon. Please get all articles and 
pictures into the church office by the deadline. You may call the office at 315-457-3161 or email 
lfirstpr@twcny.rr

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
* Canned Vegetables
* Canned Fruit in juice or water (not syrup)
* 100% juice
* Protein rich foods containing at least 7   
   grams of protein per serving such as beans,  
   canned meats, canned fish, peanut butter

Bottle Drive

We are still collecting clean, rinsed returnable cans 
and bottles for the preschool. There is a bin just inside 
the church doors to place your donations. Thank you!

http://cayugasyracuse.org/
mailto:lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com

