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I spend a lot of time thinking of the natural world. It loomed larger for us when much of manufactured 
world came to a halt with the COVID shut downs. Each day we learn more about how the world of 
ground water, trees, oceans, and animals are connected in an evolved system. The system has balance 
and rhythms. Lives of some things are supported by the deaths of others. We don’t like to think about 
that but its always been the case. We take but we also need to give. Wildfires are beneficial and 
necessary for the health of forest ecosystems but not when they are unnaturally fed by hot dry winds. 
Nature has evolved with a God-given creation-intelligence to respond in cooperative and rhythmic 
patterns of give and take. It all works well...if its left to its in-born intelligence. 

Humans...we are different. In our Creation story we were the ones who had the greatest freedom and 
authority but also the greatest amount to learn and grow. Trees just need to follow their genetic coding 
to be their true tree-nature. You and I need to learn to
become truly human, to hold not just the image of God but also the
likeness. (Genesis 1:26) The former is pure gift from the Creator,
inviolable and irrevocable. The latter is something that we must take
responsibility for—in ourselves and others—through obedience to
goodness, responding in love in relationships, doing inner emotional
and psychological work, becoming more conscious and awake. 

Jesus Christ is the truly human one. The writer of Hebrews in the
Christian bible calls him the author and perfecter of the faith. This isn’t referring to merely religion but 
to our whole lives becoming truly human with God’s likeness. That doesn’t happen without putting in 
the work of compassionate and humble self-examination, inquiry, softening, and connecting. We are 
born to this work by the Spirit that has been breathed into us making living souls. Its not easy. painless 
or simple work by any means but we have the capacity to do it, a community that honors and supports 
us, the Word of wisdom that speaks, and the one who has gone before us to show us the way.

Pastor Garrett 



Youth Triennium 2022 - Updates

As we’ve become accustomed during the time of COVID, plans often need to change. This applies 
especially to large group events like triennium. Below is the latest update from Analise Brown, part of 
the triennium planning group in Louisville that I received as part of the GO team for the Cayuga 
Syracuse delegation. The two main takeaways I see from this are the dedication of the organizers to 
maintaining the safety of participants and their work to keep the event as affordable as possible. Let me
know if you have any questions.

Bill Newell

Good morning, 2022 Registrars -

I wanted to reach out to you all and share about a couple of big things affecting Triennium 2022. We 
know that the work you take on as registrars is a lot, even in years when Triennium is not at a new 
venue and we are not navigating a global pandemic. 

So first of all, thank you to each of you from Gina, Heather, and me for all of the hard work you have 
done and are continuing to do in preparation for Triennium. We are so grateful for your commitment to 
your youth and your patience as we all figure out what it means to continue to be faithful in the midst 
of shifting surroundings and realities.

Secondly, and most immediately relevant to your work, we have decided to postpone registration 
opening. For a few different reasons, registration will now open on Monday, March 14th (instead of 
February 1st). We are still in the process of making some really difficult and important decisions 
regarding COVID and safety at Triennium and think that waiting until mid-March to open registration 
will be beneficial to everyone. It is our hope that by this time we will all have a better idea of what this 
summer, and Triennium specifically, will look like.

Another thing I’d like to share is that while we do hope to announce a lower event registration fee for 
all participants, we are still waiting on board approval to be able to do so officially. The board’s next 
meeting is scheduled for mid-February and is another reason that registration will now be opening in 
March. This will give everyone about a month after an official announcement is made to prepare for 
registration opening. Even with registration opening later, you do not have to be ready to register 
immediately on March 14th. Registration will remain open until early June.

We will be sending out and posting additional information about COVID and Triennium – who we are 
collaborating with to make decisions, what we are taking into consideration, and what that process 
looks like – very soon. In the near future and ahead of registration opening in March, we will also 



provide an official COVID policy including all of our precautions, requirements, recommendations, 
and protocols.

What I can share today is that we will be requiring that each participant provide proof of the most up-
to-date vaccination available in accordance with the CDC without exception. After meeting with our 
COVID Medical Advisory Team and leadership of both the Presbyterian Mission Agency and Office of 
the General Assembly, we simply do not see a way to safely hold an event of our size without this 
requirement. We hope to offer a virtual option for those that cannot attend due to this decision. We will 
also be requiring masks, making strategic decisions about safety during mealtime, and be redesigning 
how we gather in order to allow for more distancing and decreased risk of transmission. 

Though it is not our current plan nor our desire to have to postpone Triennium, there is a possibility that
pivoting and postponing a large, in-person gathering could become our best option. We are hopeful that
this will not be the case, but for the sake of transparency did want to share that it is something we are 
also having to consider at this time.

Please let me know if you have any questions or concerns. Whether or not I can address them right 
away, they will all be taken into careful consideration as we continue to prepare for Triennium 2022.

Again, thank you for everything you do!

- Analise

Annual Congregational Meeting, Feb 6
11:30 AM after worship and on Zoom

click here for Zoom link

To dial in call: 1-646-876-9923
Meeting ID: 84464862169#

Passcode: *043361#

Online Giving App Change

The GivePlus app is being replaced by a new app called Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement. The last day 
of operation of the GivePlus app was Jan 31, 2022.
 
If you have a recurring gift set up in the GivePlus app, it will continue to be sent to the church.
 
Download the new app, enter "Liverpool" to search for our church. 
Your username and password will be the same as used on the GivePlus app.
If you haven't set up the app, now is a good time to download the new app and start using it!

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/84464862169?pwd=dTVqdVZ4TmlWQUxzcnJYaUYrdjdZUT09


The session's appointed "COVID committee" (Rev. Anderson, Tim Bricault, Tracie Folley, Jolene 
Kittle) continues to monitor the state of the pandemic and make decisions about church activities and 
practices. We base our decisions on medical guidance from the Centers for Disease Control and the 
Onondaga County Health Department. We also base these decisions on our Christian values of 
protecting the vulnerable and giving to preference in love to others over our own.  St. Paul said to the 
Corinthian church when they were in a debate about personal freedom vs. conscience whether it was 
okay to eat meat used in pagan sacrifices:  "No one should seek their good [solely], but the good of 
others."  (1 Corinthians 10:24)

We are hoping that with the declining infection rate in our area that fellowship hour will be able to 
resume in February.  The COVID Committee will be making a week to week decision regarding this. 
Fellowship hour is a particular concern because of not masking when eating and decreased distance 
between us.  Small groups, committees, and study groups continue to meet with masking in place. 

Pastor Garrett on behalf of the Committee 

ZZZZINGO!!!
Bingo on Zoom

February 11
7:00 pm

Join Timmy B and the Deacons for a fun night of Bingo on Zoom
Register by Feb 9th by clicking here, be sure to include how many players

Cards and Zoom link will be emailed to you

You have a chance to win a prize along with lots of cheering!  
Have your favorite snacks  and beverages ready!

We will be playing five games using the same cards. 

Blessings in a Backpack Update

For Feb we are asked to donate:
Veg Beef Soup  (ready to serve, any brand)

The rotation helps give us appreciation for the variety of foods they are trying to provide for the kids at
Seymour Dual Language Academy in Syracuse.  For more information or a refresher on the program:

https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/

*Drop off donations in the foyer of LFPC (mon-fri 9-1) and/or Sundays before worship services*

https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/
mailto:lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com?subject=Bingo&body=Number%20of%20players%3A


LFPC Social Justice Task Force Connecting with Hope Memorial
Community Church   

 
Plans are being made for Rev. Marcus Jackson to be guest pastor on Sunday February 27.  For those 
who attend in person this will be a unique opportunity to listen for unmet needs and for where and how 
LFPC can find new ways to engage in mission. Mark your calendars.

Please pray for the work of this task force as we chart a new course for mission for LFPC.  Look for 
more communications and testimonies in the coming weeks as the task force builds out content and acts
on its charge.

RossTowers - update from Linda Hook:
Our relationships with Ross Towers and Rev. Jackson continue to grow and are greatly appreciated by 
many. Word from those who attended our service in December has multiplied and there are more 
people interested in coming to LFPC at some point. We haven't discussed any community events for 
now because of the Covid levels. I'll be helping with the CNY Food Bank delivery the first Saturday in 
February and also attending worship services the first and third Sundays at 5 PM. If anyone would like 
to attend a service with me let me know. I typically arrive by 4:45 PM so I can chat with attendees 
before the service. We usually stick around for a bit after the service for coffee and conversation too. 

After the last service I attended, one of the residents opened up to me about how she moved to the 
Syracuse area. This is a story she has shared with only a few people. She left an abusive relationship 
and came to Syracuse to get help from Vera House. She resided in the shelter for several months and 
was then blessed to get an apartment at Ross Towers, which is a secure building, and has been there for 
a year. The only furniture she has is the bedroom set that Vera House provided for her. She has some 
kitchenware and dishes but nothing else. No TV, no chairs, no sofa, no lamps. Nothing. Yet she praises 
God every day for getting her out of the abusive relationship she'd been in for most of her adult life, for
bringing her to safety and providing the counseling and help she needs. She's a lot like Paul when he 
wrote his letters from jail. He continued to praise God in all circumstances.  She does too. This woman 
is always willing to help others and also serves during community meals and fellowship. She has such a
loving, giving heart. I have her permission to request help in furnishing her apartment but I did say I 
would not use her name. More on what she needs when I get a list from her but I do know she'd love to 
have a recliner. She likes to read and sitting in a chair rather than reading in bed would be wonderful. If
you have a recliner to donate please let me know at hookdonzumba@gmail.com.

Clergy Emergency Response Team - update from Linda Hook:
The supplies we provided, which are sufficient for now, are greatly appreciated. Some backpacks have 
been given out on recent calls and the items have been especially useful during these frigid 
temperatures. Thank you to all who donated. 

There is another more immediate need for a couple of the pastors on the CERT - vehicles. One pastor is
currently without a car and the other has a car that has well over 200K miles on it. He prays every time 
he drives it that it will get him to where he needs to go. If you know of anyone who has a reliable 
vehicle for little money that does not require any major maintenance (I know, it's a big ask) please send 
the details to me at hookdonzumba@gmail.com. Thank you.

mailto:hookdonzumba@gmail.com
mailto:hookdonzumba@gmail.com


Elsie O’Neil/Woman’s Association

All Women are INVITED.

We are more than a ladies group. We meet every month, on the third Thursday @ 12:30 PM,  in 
Fellowship Hall. We'll be adhering to ALL CDC GUIDELINES, for continued safety while enjoying 
our church.  Our next meeting will be on February 17, 2022.

We bring our own brown bagged lunches & share a delicious dessert. We discuss church business & 
our many church projects. WE also work together on a light Bible Study, which often times leads to 
deep & meaningful conversations. WE have developed a unifying relationship & support each other in 
trials & joys.

If you haven't thought about joining us before, or been with us in ages, please come & make a great 
Christian connection. 

Please call me with any questions or concerns.
315-247-9304
Coleen Clapper
Chair



LFPC LIBRARY
If you are looking for stories, DVD’s or other information, remember to check our online church library
website:   librarycat.org/lib/firstpres1829

Type in any search phrase you like. An advanced search is available, just click on the arrow to the right 
of the search box.

 *Please note: We do not have electronic sign outs. Therefore, each item will say available. The only 
way to check if an item is available is to look for it in the library.

Each item has a sign out card. Please fill out and leave in the tray next to the first door to the library. 

Any questions, please contact Sue Kline at  slkline51@gmail.com

Per Capita – What Is It and Why?

At it’s most basic, per capita is the financial contribution made on behalf of each of us as members of 
LFPC to support the Presbytery of Cayuga Syracuse, the Synod of the Northeast, and the PCUSA. As 
Pastor Garrett has been emphasizing in his current sermon series, we are all part of the Body of Christ. 
Biology tells us that in the human body, cells organize themselves into organelles and tissues which 
organize themselves into organs that organize themselves into systems that interact with the 
environment to create a functioning body. In a similar way, we in the PCUSA organize ourselves into 
congregations which organize into presbyteries which organize into Synods which organize into the 
OGA of the PCUSA as a whole. Each of these interacts with the world to advance the Kingdom of God.
As members of LFPC, we have a pretty good idea of what we do individually and as a congregation to 
achieve this goal, but what about the other parts?

The Presbytery of Cayuga Syracuse is the closest to us, receives the largest portion of the per capita 
and has the largest impact on us as a congregation. The primary role of the presbytery is to support 
congregations and one of the most important of those supports is making sure that each one has 
pastoral care. We at LFPC received this support in our search which led to our call to Pastor Garrett and
there are at least five congregations searching for new pastors right now. Speaking of pastoral care, 
through the Committee on Preparation for Ministry the presbytery works with those who feel the call to
serve as Teaching Elders in their discernment and training to take on this role. Deb Thomas, while a 
member of LFPC went through this process, went on to serve in several congregations in the area, and 
now retired, is preparing to lead a free class on “The Basics of Preaching” for both ministers and lay 
people this fall. The presbytery also provides support to congregations and their sessions as they seek 
their call to serve. Rev. Karen Chamis, our Resource Presbyter is facilitating our session’s ongoing 
discernment process, especially concerning the future focus of our staff responsibilities. In addition to 
this, as the only full-time employee of the presbytery, some of the things Karen has been working on 
are: serving as a supply pastor (as she did at LFPC a few weeks ago); heading up the GO team for the 
Youth Triennium (including arranging for the presbytery to cover the transportation and housing costs 
for our youth participants); working with other presbyteries in central and western New York to find 
ways to share resources to improve services without increasing costs; and supporting congregations 
that are dealing with historical claims of sexual misconduct, most of which are associated with 
sponsorship of Boy Scout troops. The presbytery also has joined the Practical Ministries for Churches 

mailto:slkline51@gmail.com
http://librarycat.org/lib/firstpres1829


(PRC) network. Through this network each one of us has free access to a broad array of print, 
workshop, and webinar resources in areas ranging from adult, children’s and youth ministry to worship,
be it traditional, online, intergenerational, or some other innovative form to such seeming mundane yet 
important things as church management and copyright issues. I have found many useful materials on 
this site and encourage you to take a look at it if you haven’t already! We are also represented in direct 
mission to the community through the presbytery. An example of this is a grant of up to $10,000 to 
Interfaith Works to cover potential shortfalls in rent support subsidies for unaccompanied Afgan 
women refugees.

As the mid-council between the presbytery and the OGA, the Synod can seem the most mysterious part
of PCUSA. One of the principal purposes of the Synod of the Northeast to which we belong is to 
strengthen and support presbyteries and the constituent parts through leadership development (with 
special focus on engaging more women, younger people, people of color, and LGBTQ people), 
organizational tools, and mediation. The Synod also serves as a larger voice into the world and a 
platform for us to organize for social change and reconciliation. For example, the Synod has created 
networks of people who are seeking to move us ahead in the areas of gun violence prevention and 
response, prison ministry and re-entry issues, coaching, and mediation. It also serves as a means of 
financing regional initiatives too large for individual congregations or presbyteries to support including
emerging gospel communities and campus ministries. Among the campus ministries receiving funds 
from the Synod are those at SUNY Cortland and Cornell.

The PCUSA in which we are all members as individuals, congregations, presbyteries, and synods 
consists of six agencies: the Board of Pensions, the Presbyterian Foundation, the Presbyterian 
Investment and Loan Program, the Presbyterian Mission Agency, the Presbyterian Publishing 
Corporation, and the Office of General Assembly. As it’s name suggests, the Board of Pensions 
provides health and retirement benefits packages for pastors and others working in conjunction with the
PCUSA that are geared towards the special work environments of this client group. The Presbyterian 
Foundation gathers, invests, and distributes funds following Reformed values to insure the ongoing 
vitality and relevance of the church. You can get a sense of the direction it is going 
at https://vimeo.com/46238777. The Presbyterian Investment and Loan Program raises funds by selling
interest-bearing notes then disperses them as low-cost loans to to congregations and other church 
bodies for construction, purchase, renovation, or refinance of buildings. The Presbyterian Mission 
Agency works in four general areas: Compassion, Peace & Justice; Racial Equity & Women’s 
Intercultural Ministries; Theology, Formation & Evangelism; and World Mission to bring together 
congregations and other parts of the church to serve Christ in the world. We at LFPC were able to join 
with other congregations across the country to support the Johnsons in their mission work in Zambia 
through the PMA, something we couldn’t have done on our own. If you have ever gone to the 
PC(USA) store online, bought a book published by the Westminster John Knox Press or Flyaway 
Books, or gotten resources through The Thoughtful Christian.com or Growing Faith Resources, you 
have benefitted from the work of the Presbyterian Publishing Corporation. Many of the resources we 
have used in our Christian Education programs have come through this path. Finally, the Office of 
General Assembly serves as the overarching administrative body of the PCUSA and as such sets 
priorities, objectives, and a comprehensive strategy for the denomination as a whole and to work with 
other faith communities that share our priorities. Some of these priorities can be seen 
at https://vimeo.com/561863366. The OGA is also responsible for convening the General Assembly, the
governing body of the PCUSA, and enacting the directions of the GA. I was privileged to serve as the 
Elder Commissioner from the Presbytery of Cayuga Syracuse to the 224th General Assembly in 2020. 
Being in the midst of the pandemic, the OGA was able to successfully conduct the meeting remotely 

https://vimeo.com/561863366
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/theology-formation-and-evangelism/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/racial-equity-womens-intercultural-ministries/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/racial-equity-womens-intercultural-ministries/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/compassion-peace-justice/
https://vimeo.com/46238777


using a combination of Zoom and online voting software developed by the office, the largest meeting 
of it’s type that had been attempted at that point. While the agenda was greatly curtailed with many 
items brought forward to this year’s 225th GA agenda, a couple of items stood out to me. One was a 
motion chosen not to be held to later to provide funds for the renovation of facilities for indigenous 
worshipping groups, most of which serve highly impoverished populations and are in serious need of 
repair in order to even be useable. The other was the report from the working group seeking possible 
ways other than per capita to fund the church’s operations. An initiative that will be brought forward 
from Cayuga Syracuse and other presbyteries to the 225th GA this summer is one that would direct the 
appropriate church bodies to engage with others, especially those on the Korean peninsula seeking to 
achieve a peace agreement, a step closer to formally ending the Korean War which has yet to happen.

While this has gone on a lot longer than I originally intended, I hope that it gives a glimpse into the 
wide range of church activities supported by the per capita and motivates you to make your 
contribution towards it. If you have any questions, let me know.

Bill Newell

If you are able please continue make your regular financial offering to the church by mailing your 
check to Treasurer, Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, 603 Tulip Street, Liverpool NY 13088 or on 
our website at: https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give or download the mobile app “Vanco Mobile Faith 
Engagement”.

February

 1 – Jason Gouger
 9 – Dode Lipton

(If anyone has been omitted from this list, please contact the church 
office)

https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give
https://vimeo.com/561863366


Donations
Liverpool First Presbyterian Church is accepting donations  for Blessings in a Backpack, local food 
pantry and Friends in Faith cans and bottles with drop-offs in the foyer during church office hours and 
Sundays before worship services.  Any questions please contact Lisa  lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com 

Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse E-News

Our goal is to highlight things going on throughout the Church: within our Presbytery, in our 
congregations, as well as in the Synod of the Northeast and across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

To subscribe see: http://cayugasyracuse.org

Copyright © 2019 Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, All rights reserved. 

The March 2022 Newsletter Deadline is Monday, Feb 21 by 12 noon. Please get all articles 
and pictures into the church office by the deadline. You may call the office at 315-457-3161 or 
email lfirstpr@twcny.rr

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
* Canned Vegetables
* Canned Fruit in juice or water (not syrup)
* 100% juice
* Protein rich foods containing at least 7   
   grams of protein per serving such as beans,  
   canned meats, canned fish, peanut butter

Bottle Drive

We are still collecting clean, rinsed returnable cans 
and bottles for the preschool. There is a bin just inside 
the church doors to place your donations. Thank you!

http://cayugasyracuse.org/
mailto:lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com
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