
October 2021

Reconstellation

There's a foundational principle in physics called the conservation of matter. "Stuff" can be broken 
down into its smallest atomic (subatomic?) parts but can't ultimately be destroyed or lost. In the intense
heat of stars all this stuff is reconstellated into different elements and eventually into forms into which 
the Divine life breaths and become alive.

This great cosmic truth is echoed the letter to the Colossians "[Christ] is before all things and in him all
things hold together . . . through him [God] reconciles all things to Godself."

This process in our lives of falling apart, falling into pieces, almost
always feels painful and we always resist it.  This is our self-
preservation  instinct that needs to balanced with a re-constellating
instinct in which new life and new expressions of God's of life are
allowed to form in the heat of God's love.

Both church and our personal lives have experienced some great coming
apart forces.  Its crucial that we don't get anxious about this because if
we do we won't recognize,  welcome, and trust the new reconstellating which God is doing. Its 
impossible to predict what new thing will come together but we can trust that if its God's creation it 
will look like Jesus Christ.

Where have you seen pieces of life come together in new ways?  Where have you resisted and feared? 
How do you sense be held together in Jesus Christ so that nothing is lost?

Pastor Garrett

Please read the following letter and pray for Paula:

Warm greetings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
Brothers and Sisters of God may I ask you to join me in prayer for a donor.
Enclosed is my story and journey of living with a rare autoimmune liver disease.

The possibility of you reading my story and posting it in your church gives me great hope.  I have been 
a member of Northside Baptist Church for the past twenty years.  My church family has prayed with 
me and over me.  They have generously supported me right up to this pivotal moment as my disease 
has reached a critical point.



I look forward to expanding my faith family as you join me in prayer for a donor.

Thank you,
Paula Straughter

May the Lord bless you and keep you.  May the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.  Numbers 
6:24

Open Position for a Christian Education Coordinator

We are looking to fill an open part-time position for the role of Christian 
Education Coordinator!

If you are interested, please check the website for more information at the following link:

https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/news

You can contact the church office at (315) 457-3161 or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com with any questions 

As Interim CE Coordinator I am working with the CE Committee to maintain continuity 
in CE opportunities for all in the congregation while taking appropriate measures to keep
all participants safe. With this in mind, the start of any in-person activities for the school-
age and younger groups will be delayed until September 26. This will give time to assess
the impacts of the interaction of the Delta variant and the opening of school on 
transmission rates and make appropriate adjustments to our programming.

For the youngest group (infants through 1st grade), especially the youngest of these who can’t even 
mask, we are looking at ways to provide resources and online opportunities to the families, possibly 
engaging the youth in interacting with them. For those who are in school we will be working with the 
families to decide whether in-person or at-home/online activities are more appropriate.

The middle and upper elementary grade group (currently grades 4-6) is small and has a history of low 
attendance which makes traditional in-person activities problematic. We are working with the families 
in this group to discern how best to support this group’s faith development.

The high school cohort, on the other hand, is growing dramatically with the addition of the former 
middle school group. We have two studies on tap for this group, one based on the book, 3 Big 
Questions that Change Every Teenager, and the other on the book, The Black Friend. In addition, at the 
suggestion of the class members, we will intersperse sessions where they will get to meet individual 
members of the congregation, get to know them better, in particular their faith history. The current plan 
is for this group to meet in-person, about every other week (16-17 meetings for the year), immediately 
after worship. In parallel with the high school group, Pastor Garrett will facilitate an adult group, 
especially for the parents of the high school cohort, also based on 3 Big Questions that Change Every 
Teenager.

Pastor Garrett and I have started discussions on the continuation of intergenerational worship for the 
coming year. The main change from previous years being considered is to have the entire worship 
experience on intergenerational Sundays take place in one location (likely the Fellowship Hall). A 
sequence of sessions from PCUSA that tie to the larger Matthew 25 focus is being considered.

https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/news
mailto:lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com


The Young Adult and BFF adult study groups continue as self-supporting entities.

Pastor Garrett, Rob Santos, and I are taking part in a series of webinars made available through the 
Synod on using online resources for creating and expanding relationships with those within and outside
the congregation. Some of the ideas from these sessions might inform the search for the new CE 
Coordinator, possibly changing the focus of skills and responsibilities.

Submitted by Bill Newell

Upcoming for the high school group, 2022 is a Triennium year. The Presbytery already has a Registrar 
in place for this, Cristy (sp?) Hill, spouse of the new pastor at the Skaneateles church, Michael Hill. 
Triennium is scheduled for July 24-27 2022 and will be held in a new location. It is moving from the 
campus of Purdue University to the Indiana Convention Center in Indianapolis with housing in adjacent
hotels. This means that Triennium will now be (drum roll) air conditioned!

The theme for this year, in keeping with PCUSA’s ongoing focus on Matthew 25, is “When Did We See
You.” Other changes for this Triennium are the opportunity for participants to explore the themes 
through interest based “Lens Labs” such as poetry or in a traditional small group as well as ongoing 
activities for the whole year following the in-person experience in July. The per-student cost will be 
$515 excluding transportation. There are plans in the works for Presbytery based financial support for 
participants as well as fundraising opportunities. 

The first parent/student meeting will be on Sunday, Oct 17 after worship.

 LOOK UP - TOWER PAINTING

Decorative Touch Painting has finished painting
both the east and west towers.

• 14 arched and 4 circle windows have been
scraped, sanded and painted

• 12 louvres under the clock have been painted.
• One round window over the Tulip Street

entrance was scraped and painted
• Front entrance wood trim was painted.

Take a look !
If you would like to donate to this project, print towers on the memo line of your check.



LOOKING FOR : One or two people to coordinate OR a small group of
people to work together. Every other week for one or two hours and then
take a coffee break for fun and fellowship. Mostly from May -
September.

TASK AT HAND: Pick one parcel (there are 4) around the church
grounds and weed and maintain during the summer months. These areas
have been maintained and are almost weed free, new plants have been
added and one area has rocks instead of plants.

HELP AVAILABLE - Two people have been our gardeners the past few years and are willing to get 
you started and answer questions.

VOLUNTEER: This is on your schedule, so why not ask a friend or create a group, have fun while 
doing your part to take care of the grounds.

CONTACT - BLDG & GROUNDS CHAIR Coleen Clapper, 315-247-9304 Or Ed and Lynda Fauler, 
315-676-5968. 

Social Justice Task Force
– An update on activities from Linda Hook

I shared a video about why I joined the Social Justice Task Force a number of months ago. As a 
refresher, below are some statements from my video.

“As individuals we might not be racists, but systemically (that would be through our 
government) people can be given advantages, or disadvantages, because of their skin color, 
ethnicity or even their ancestral background. Whether intentionally or unintentionally, social 
power and prejudice have combined to treat people differently. Some people are privileged. 
Others are oppressed. This makes access to resources like quality education, information, home 
ownership, employment, adequate health care; quality, affordable fresh food and the power to 
make decisions inequitable. We have to do better for everyone and I want to be a part of that, to 
do what I can to help.” … “If we can bring fairness and equality to one small portion of our 
community, it’s a start.” 

Where do we start? How do we determine where to put our efforts? There are so many issues that 
need to be addressed it’s mind-boggling. A few common examples include poverty, violence, racial 
discrimination, educational inequality, homelessness, and access to affordable healthy food. 

I started in Syracuse. I met Rev. Marcus Jackson, thanks to Garrett, and went to his worship service at
Ross Towers on May 16, 2021. I’ve been attending his services since then and helping with the food 
pantries at each complex. One of the residents who attends these services announced she was giving the
message at her church on September 26. I, along with several Ross Towers residents and Rev. Jackson, 
attended that service at Refuge Tabernacle Church of God in Christ. Her message was a brief 
description of the strong women of the Bible and how much they had in common. Interesting and we 



all wished she’d had more time to go into depth about each woman. Our interest in Ms. Penny’s 
message helped us make the decision to start a Bible study at Ross Towers. The day of the week, time 
and topic have yet to be determined. I’ll keep you informed so you can attend if you’d like. 

Through the food pantries, especially at Ross Towers, we are working to build a sense of community 
in the building and we’re already making a difference. We use the food from boxes from CNY Food 
Bank to make meals for the residents. Meals are delivered to those who can’t leave their apartments 
and the rest of us eat together in the Community Room. The community meals are bringing residents 
closer together and offering a time for conversations that otherwise might not occur. We’ve talked 
about our concerns for the violence that seems to permeate so many areas in the city and how it touches
all of us in one way or another. We listen to each other, have discovered that we have much more in 
common than not, and we have a lot of laughs too. Life is too short not to enjoy each other’s company. 
Our next meal will be a Thanksgiving dinner on Sunday, November 21. 

On the social justice front, I had a discussion with Rev. Jackson about how we could help the Clergy 
Emergency Response Team. The CERT responds to emergency situations in the city. You may have 
heard about some of their responses on the local news from time to time. The pastors on the CERT use 
their own vehicles (if they have a vehicle), supply their own gas and use their own money to buy 
supplies for each call. 

Donation Opportunity to the CERT: Backpacks containing socks, gloves, hats and a light 
blanket. The backpacks are given to people who are displaced from their homes during crisis 
situations. With colder weather on the way, warm items will be greatly appreciated. If you can provide 
any of these items, please drop them off at church to the attention of Linda Hook for the CERT. Thank 
you and please pray for these people who put their own safety at risk every time they respond to a call. 
We’ll keep you posted on how we may be able to offer additional support to the CERT. 

There’s a lot more happening behind the scenes at each building, in fostering good relationships and 
figuring out how we can make a difference, maybe even some changes but it’s still a work in progress. 
As we flesh out our ideas and plan for them to come to fruition, we’ll share and hope you can join on 
the journey to creating a better community for all. Details are pending for a retired social worker to 
assist residents who need help. Rev. Jackson has his eye on a vacant house on Hawley Street to house a 
thrift shop for those who need clothing, shoes, boots, dishes and other essential items at little to no cost.
He’s trying to track down the owner to see if using this building will be possible. If anyone knows of a 
vacant property within walking distance of Lodi & James Streets that would be affordable, or better yet
donated (It could happen. With God all things are possible!), please let us know.

Ross Towers
Sharon B, Food Pantry Team Lead

Miss Effie (in wheelchair), Resident

Rev. Marcus Jackson.

My new friends had a surprise celebration for my birthday during and after 
worship service on Sunday, September 19 to thank me for my service. It was unexpected and very 
much appreciated. They have touched my heart in so many ways! God has blessed me richly with these
relationships.



Audrey, in the green, is the main cook and 
coordinator for our community meals she’s 
preparing the menu for our November 21 
Thanksgiving meal. 

It's not too late to be part of this new task force! Email mission.lfpc@gmail.com to receive group 
communications and shared material.

Please pray for the work of this task force as we chart a new course for mission for LFPC.  Look for 
more communications and testimonies in the coming weeks as the task force builds out content and acts
on its charge.

Linda Hook

InterFaith Works of Central New York Appeal for Donations to settle Afghani refugee families in 
Syracuse

Our mission partners Interfaith Works of Central New York have been hard at work preparing to 
receive new refugee families from Afghanistan.  This week they updated their network on their status 
saying:

• 9 Afghani families of 27 people are coming through the newly created Afghan Placement and 
Assistance (APA) program. It consists of moving the many Afghani families currently at U.S. 
military bases, mostly in Virginia and Texas, into refugee resettlement cities. We have spent the 
last three days securing homes and apartments, selecting furnishings from the warehouse and 
hiring an Afghani case manager to supplement our existing staff.

• Families will receive initial clothing, furniture, and household goods (dishes, sheets, clocks, 
etc.) from InterFaith Works, whose staff will also find, secure, and set up the initial housing 
arrangement. They will be assigned a case manager and an employment specialist for their first 
90 days. Our staff will help with the completion of medical screenings and establishment of a 
family doctor, cultural orientation, procurement of government documents, and employment 
assistance.

• The case manager helps the family get children registered for school and parents registered for 
English classes. Employment staff will work with each adult to identify skills, build a resume, 
arrange for job interviews, and build relationships with area employers.

• The biggest challenges we face as an agency and that these families will face is financial. Your 
immediate and generous donation can make a huge difference to us and to them right now. With
your help, we will be able to provide food and seasonal clothing, as well as medical and housing
supports. Whether you can give $80 or $8,000, it will all be used to relieve suffering, and help 
people start over in more dignified and thoughtful ways.

mailto:mission.lfpc@gmail.com


Also, we await further communication from Daryl Files for more specific requests for specific families.
Please stay alert to further communications, because when they do we will need to respond quick.

So church, it has been a while since we have done a group donation appeal.  However this is a moment 
of direct need in our Syracuse community.  Let us meet the moment together and support IFW, the link 
at: https://www.interfaithworkscny.org/support-refugees/

Respectfully submitted,

Rob Santos

Blessings in a Backpack Update

For Sept & Oct we are asked to donate:
Mac & Cheese cups (any brand)

The rotation helps give us appreciation for the variety of foods they are trying to provide for the kids at 
Seymour Dual Language Academy in Syracuse.  For more information or a refresher on the program: 
https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/

*Donations can be dropped off in the foyer of LFPC (mon-fri 9-1) and/or Sundays before worship 
services*

Our next Manuscript study is beginning in November. For those of you are
looking for a manuscript style Bible Study, join us on the first and third
Monday afternoons from 1-2:30 beginning November 1. We will most likely
be studying Romans.  Location depends on the size of the group! Contact
Leigh Anne at 315-727-0178 or laherd@verizon.net  for more information. 

Hello everyone!
Here are a few updates about the Young Adult
Truth Seekers (YATS) Bible Study that was
announced at the end of the month in July!
Please click here for flyer!

1. First, I (Edwin) am no longer a facilitator in training! I am now facilitating the YATS bible 
study independently (with supervision from Garrett/Leigh Anne as needed).

2. We have decided to advertise as a “Christian social group” instead of just a bible study. The 
changes are reflected in our updated flyer!

3. Since the group was announced we have also begun advertising on Meetup.com, the 
Syracusenewtimes.com events calendar and through the Presbytery Newsletter (in addition to 
Instagram and Facebook). Meetup.com is a social networking site where people can create 
groups and organize offline events.

4. The group is currently reading John chapter 7. We have shortened the readings to half a chapter 
per meeting to accommodate more discussion. The change has been welcomed by our members!

If you are an adult in your 20s and 30s and would like to join, the group meets at LFPC on the first and 

https://mcusercontent.com/7a4abc2588ad40db07f54e46c/files/b97472aa-cc11-ca78-9359-bf218fc1f088/YATS_Bible_Study_flyer.pdf
mailto:laherd@verizon.net
https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/
https://www.interfaithworkscny.org/support-refugees/%20%20


third Wednesdays of the month at 7pm! Please email me at ortize08@gmail.com if you have questions, 
if you have any suggestions for advertising, or would like to help with it! :)
Recently we have received interest from several people through email and Meetup.com. We are both 
hopeful and prayerful about the future ?

Edwin Ortiz, bible study facilitator
Young Adult Truth Seekers

Elsie O’Neil/Woman’s Association

We are happy to announce, we’ll be meeting in our church. Fellowship Hall has plenty of room for 
social distancing. We’ll be adhering to ALL CDC GUIDELANDS, for continued safety while 
enjoying our church.

All Women are INVITED.

We are more than a ladies group.  We meet every month, on the third Thursday @ 12:30PM, in the 
Fellowship Hall.  So, mark your calendars for the fun!  Our next meeting will be on October 21, 2021.

We bring our brown bagged lunches & share a delicious dessert.  We discuss church business & our 
many church projects.  We also work together on a light Bible Study, which often times leads to deep &
meaningful conversations. We have developed a unifying relationship & support each other in trials & 
joys.

If you haven’t thought about joining us before, or been with us in ages, please give us a try. I think 
you’ll be pleasantly surprised & glad you did.

Our Bi-annual FALL RUMMAGE SALE has been CANCELLED. If you have dropped off things to 
donate in the Fellowship Hall, please TAKE THEM HOME.  If they are not picked up by Oct 15, 
they’ll be disposed of. Thank you for your cooperation.

Please call me with any questions or concerns.
315-247-9304
Coleen Clapper
Chair

mailto:ortize08@gmail.com




If you are able please continue make your regular financial offering to the church by mailing your 
check to Treasurer, Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, 603 Tulip Street, Liverpool NY 13088 or on 
our website at: https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give or download the mobile app GivePlus.
Donations
Liverpool First Presbyterian Church is accepting donations  for Blessings in a Backpack, local food 
pantry and Friends in Faith cans and bottles with drop-offs in the foyer during church office hours and 
Sundays before worship services.  Any questions please contact Lisa  lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com 

Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse E-News

Our goal is to highlight things going on throughout the Church: within our Presbytery, in our 
congregations, as well as in the Synod of the Northeast and across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.). 

To subscribe see: http://cayugasyracuse.org

Copyright © 2019 Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, All rights reserved. 

The November 2021 Newsletter Deadline is Monday, Oct 25 by 12 noon. Please get all 
articles and pictures into the church office by the deadline. You may call the office at 315-457-
3161 or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
* Canned Vegetables
* Canned Fruit in juice or water (not syrup)
* 100% juice
* Protein rich foods containing at least 7   
   grams of protein per serving such as beans,  
   canned meats, canned fish, peanut butter

Bottle Drive

We are still collecting clean, rinsed returnable cans 
and bottles for the preschool. There is a bin just inside 
the church doors to place your donations. Thank you!

October Birthdays
 
  1 – Lisa Bricault
  3 – Julie Smith
  4 – Rick Pelotte
  8 – Ed Fauler
 16 – Sam Anderson, Gwendolen Matt
 17 – Owen Matt
 20 – Bill Putman
 25 – Samantha Gallagher

(If anyone has been omitted from this list, please contact the church 
office)

http://cayugasyracuse.org/
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