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Religion and Politics?

There has never been a time when politics and religion did not mingle. Often government and politics 
co-opt the symbolic and cultural power of religion for its own ends. When this happens we lose the 
unifying, rebinding, healing message of mature religion. (The Latin word religio comes from the same 
word that gives us the word for ligament meaning to re-bind and re-connect. Mature religion reconnects
us to God, one another, and ourselves.)

One of the historical confessional statements in the Presbyterian Book of Confessions   comes from the 
time of the rise of Nazism in Germany. The Theological Declaration of Barmen   was written by the a 
group church leaders in Germany to help Christians withstand the challenges of the Nazi party and of 
the so-called "German Christians, a popular movement that saw no conflict between Christianity and 
the ideals of Hitler's National Socialism.” (p. 246 Book of Confessions)

The Theological Declaration of Barmen countered the idea espoused by the Nazi government and 
embraced by the people of “the union of Christianity, nationalism, and militarism for granted, and 
patriotic sentiments were equated with Christian truth.” The “German Christian” movement viewed the
German people and culture as the pinnacle expression of Christian faith.

Some churches resisted this movement and sent representatives to Barmen to write a declaration 
asserting that the church’s loyalty is to Jesus Christ and the revelation he gives of God’s character and 
nature which we witness in the scriptures of the Old and New Testaments. Christ’s teaching and life 
shall be the vision of humanity’s destiny and goals at least within the church. Is the world at another 
“Barmen moment’ when humbly grounded the church must re-affirm our trust and faith in Christ as the 
Word of God so that religion can do its work of reconnecting us to one another and to God?

Peace and grace,
Garrett

Are you ready to join the NEW LFPC BOOK CLUB?

Our fall semester will be a topical study on systemic racism with three meetings. We ask that you 
choose a book on this topic to discuss and begin reading October 5th.  A list is available that includes 
books recommended by PCUSA, books for Young Adult which would lend itself to a family study, and 
an annotated list of picture books on this topic.

LFPC BOOK CLUB begins Monday, October 5 from 7-8:00 on Zoom and will continue to meet on the
first Monday of the month. Our first meeting will be to share what book you chose on the topic of 
systemic racism and why. We will begin our reading quest with prayer and you will be given questions 
to reflect on in the weeks ahead. If those of you choose to do this as a family ministry, we welcome the 
youth and children to join us at our meetings, as we are the better for it when we learn from and listen 
to ALL generations.

https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/oga/publications/boc.pdf
https://groups.csail.mit.edu/medg/people/doyle/personal/enters/hermann/declaration.html


The second meetings will be November 1. We hope to have our books half way read so that we can 
have a healthy discussion of the questions given at the first meeting. The final meeting for this semester
is on December 7.  At this meeting, we will have several guests sharing their stories of living as people 
of color in our country. It will be a time for listening and reflecting and then we will see where God 
directs us.

This is a difficult topic but one that the Holy Spirit is pushing us to take up as a church. What will we 
learn?  What will cause us to be uncomfortable?  What will affirm our values as followers of Christ?  
What will God ask us to do in response to this study?  Let's find out together!

Please register by October 4 to be part of this study. A zoom link will be sent out to you on October 5th 
for 7:00 p.m. 

So again, are you ready to join the NEW LFPC BOOK CLUB!  We are! Can't wait to read with you!!!!

Leigh Anne (laherd@verizon.net) and Tracie (tlfolley@verizon.net)

Manuscript study of the Book of Daniel begins October 7 at 7:00 
pm. The group will meet on Zoom on the first and third 
Wednesday’s of the month. Manuscript study involves the use of 
Scripture minus headings, verse numbers etc. so that text can be 
studied holistically. Let Leigh Anne know if you are interested in 
joining this study so the “manuscript” can be sent to you. Useful 
to have are highlighters and access to a Bible Commentary app or
websites
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For many men the wounding of their souls is not generally recognized until midlife. The carrying of 
unresolved grief, internalized shame and guilt, loneliness, personal family traumas, intergenerational 
issues and societal pressures all serve to weigh men down in disparaging ways. The wounds of 
individuals spiral outward, leading to larger wounds in society such as racism, toxic patriarchy, and our 
ecological crisis–which in turn, further wound individuals in a negative feedback loop. 

The injury to a man’s soul, and the wounds of the world, cry out for healing, and Illuman offers a 
pathway through. We are men transforming men, through a Power greater than ourselves. Using the 
ancient tools of nature, ritual, image, storytelling and council, we will help one another reclaim the 
soul’s wisdom and the gift of joy. Bearing gifts that often come straight from the wound itself, we then 
join sisters and brothers as healing agents in a hurting world. 

Join Illuman (illuman.org) along with Fr. Richard Rohr as we explore the Masculine Path to Healing at
Soularize 2020 (illuman.org/soularize2020).  This year the gathering of men will be held virtually on 
October 15-18.  Go to the Soularize website for more description and to register. 

A note from your Deacons:

The Deacons have finished putting together the Deacon Care Network (CareNet), our congregational 
mechanism aimed at establishing and enhancing personal contact with all church family units on a 
regular (monthly) basis during the ongoing pandemic.  The deacons will be doing this by: email, phone,
in person visits, cards, letters, and any other way that makes sense.  We have 9 deacons, each one 
serving as a team leader, and 60 family units, giving each deacon 6 or 7 families to touch base with on 
a regular basis.  If a family unit has an urgent need, such as a birth or death in the family, others may be
called in to assist.

Here are our Deacon Team Leaders and the Families and Individuals in their CareNet:

Team Leader Leighanne Herd:
Alderman, Anderson, Campbell (Brian and Kristin), Graves, Ferguson, Perinne, Shipman, Miles 
(family)

https://illuman.org/soularize2020/
https://illuman.org/


Team Leader Linda Newell:
Bigsby, Copp, Folley, Gorman (Jessica), Gouger, Holt, Thibault

Team Leader Karen Judge:
MacKenzie, Marks, Rudari, Uhl, Fay, Miles (J and C)

Team Leader Tim Bricault:
Barrows, Calnan, Edwards, Putman, Lorenz, Schauer, Farnsworth

Team Leader Pierre Nzuah:
Campbell (Ray and Jennifer), Gallagher, Ogden, Raitt, Smith, Gaffney

Team Leader Sue Woodworth:
Carges, Clapper, Kittle, Kline, Santos, VanHoute, Forbes (Hannah Fay)

Team Leader Chris Pfeffer:
Carlisle, Carlisle, Gibson, Urquart, Fauler, Overend

Team Leader Becky Krebs:
DeGroff, Evert (Haley), Gorman, Harris, Johnson, Lipton, Pelotte

Team Leader Maryellen Hemstreet-Smith:
Gunther, Halsted, Hook, Wilber, Everts (family), Matthews

Please let Linda Newell know if anyone has been inadvertently omitted. 

ELSIE O’NEIL CIRCLE

Our group in open to ALL women of our church. We meet every THIRD THURSDAY of the month, @
12:30 PM. We bring our own brown bagged lunches & someone usually brings a tasty dessert. 
Recently, due to COVID, we have been meeting outside in the FRIENDS IN FAITH area, behind our 
church. Our meetings are more of a social meeting, with a little business mixed in. Since the weather 
has gotten colder, our last meeting had to be cut a little short. However, we all appreciate some time 
together, to laugh, share & pray.



Moving forward, we’ll be making some decisions regarding where we’ll be able to meet. We hope to be
able to meet with SOCIAL DISTANCING in FELLOWSHIP HALL, for those who are comfortable 
with that.

If you are interested in learning more about our group, or joining us, please call me, or email me.

Our thanks to Pastor Garrett for the picture of us having a fantastic time of Christian Fellowship.

Blessings,
Coleen Clapper
Chair

315-247-9304

Blessings in a Backpack Update          

As part of the partnering rotation for the months of September and October we are asked to collect:

fruit & grain bars (any brand, any variety, no nuts)

The rotation helps give us appreciation for the variety of foods they are trying to provide for the kids at 
Seymour Dual Language Academy in Syracuse.  For more information or a refresher on the program 
see the direct link to the Liverpool chapter website:
https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/

***Donations are able to be dropped off just inside the door of LFPC during office hours and on 
Sundays  before worship services***

**********

A time of transition for PC USA Mission Co-Workers Charles and Melissa Johnson
Charles Johnson has accepted voluntary early retirement from Presbyterian World Mission.  A snapshot
from their September newsletter post 
(https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/a-time-of-transition-2/) 
reads:

It is with mixed emotions that I have accepted the VSP and will retire effective 
September 17, 2020. Although I will be retiring, we have decided that Melissa will 
continue to serve in her position as the CCAP Zambia Health Department Health 
Education Program Facilitator. For the foreseeable future she will conduct her work 
remotely from Atlanta. When we are allowed to return to Zambia for her work, we 
will return to Lundazi together. I will do my best to support Melissa and her work as 

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/a-time-of-transition-2/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/a-time-of-transition-2/
https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/


we continue on our journey.
Over the past twenty years God has led us down a beautiful path as we answered a 
call to mission. This call ultimately led us to Zambia to work in partnership with 
CCAP. I will be forever grateful for the many friends I’ve made in Vietnam, Peru, the
Democratic Republic of Congo and Zambia. In particular, we’ve been blessed by the 
many people we’ve lived and worked with in Zambia since our arrival in 2016.

We have also been extremely fortunate to make many friends within Presbyterian 
World Mission. I especially want to thank all of those who have provided their 
prayers, love, leadership and support.

Finally, I want to thank you, our supporters and partners, for your love, prayers and 
financial support of the past five years. It has been a great pleasure to meet and get to
know you. Although I’ll be retiring, please continue to support Melissa and her work 
with the CCAP Zambia Health Department. In addition, please keep both of us and 
Presbyterian World Mission in your prayers as we go through this time of transition. 
We will continue to pray for you, too.

Please join us for a Zoom meeting on September 30, 2020 at 7:30 EST so we can 
celebrate my ministry together. Here is the link you need to register.

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMud-ChqjwtHt26JNvmAn_qmj8r27X92-gx

*********

Greater Syracuse CROP Walk Sunday October 18, 2020.

The Walk is virtual, but the need could not be more real!

CROP Hunger Walks are happening in a new way! To keep everyone safe and healthy, Walks are going 

virtual – either walking alone, with immediate family or in small groups walking a safe distance apart.  

The work of CWS and our local hunger agencies continues – and with the possibility of a global famine

on the horizon, raising money for vulnerable people is more needed than ever.

Join virtually to continue the shared commitment to stand up for the poor, the forgotten, those left 

behind. Spring CROP Hunger Walks were down nearly $1 million this year. It is urgent that this fall 

raise funds to provide permanent solutions to hunger, poverty, displacement and disaster.  Interested in 

https://zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMud-ChqjwtHt26JNvmAn_qmj8r27X92-gx


walking and/or forming a team?  Click(https://www.crophungerwalk.org/syracuseny/) to get started.  

For more information you may also contact: Paul Herpich (315) 457-3591 or 

pabberherpich@gmail.com

*********

Consider taking part or all of PCUSA 21 Day Racial Justice Challenge
One of the three core initiatives of the PCUSA Matthew 25 Mission Agency is dismantling structural 
racism.  On their website they have added content and included instruction around a 21 day Racial 
Justice Challenge (https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/matthew-25/racism/).  Activities are 
a mix of readings and videos. Please take time to use these resources assembled for you by our brothers
and sisters in Christ.

Another website with a growing set of topical resources is at this link:
https://facing-racism.pcusa.org/

*********

Get to know the Belhar Confession
In 2016 the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church USA adopted a new confession to the canon 
of the Book of Confessions.  The Confession of Belhar was written as a protest against a heretical 
theological stance by the white Dutch Reformed Church that used the Bible and the Confessions to 
justify the harsh and unjust system of Apartheid.

A video of the Confession statement can be seen at:
https://vimeo.com/97751502

Text is at this link:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/wp-content/uploads/Confession-of-Belhar-text-2016.pdf

Respectfully submitted,

Rob Santos

October Birthdays

 1 – Lisa Bricault
 3 – Julie Smith
 4 – Rick Pelotte
 8 – Ed Fauler
16 – Sam Anderson, Gwendolen Matt
17 – Owen Matt
20 – Bill Putman
25 – Samantha Gallagher

(If anyone has been omitted from this list, please contact the 
church office)
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If you are able please continue make your regular financial offering to the church by

1. Mailing your check to Treasurer, Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, 603 Tulip Street, Liverpool 
NY 13088

2. Donating electronically through our website.  The site below will take you there.  Donations given 
on a debit card have no service fee attached but those on a credit card do.

https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give

Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse E-News

Our goal is to highlight things going on throughout the Church: within our Presbytery, in our 
congregations, as well as in the Synod of the Northeast and across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  
To subscribe see: http://cayugasyracuse.org

Copyright © 2019 Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, All rights reserved. 

The October 2020 Newsletter Deadline is Tuesday, October 20th by 12 noon. Please get all articles and 
pictures into the church office by the deadline. You may call the office at 315-457-3161 or email 
lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
* Canned Vegetables
* Canned Fruit in juice or water (not syrup)
* 100% juice
* Protein rich foods containing at least 7   
   grams of protein per serving such as beans,  
   canned meats, canned fish, peanut butter

Bottle Drive

We are still collecting clean, rinsed returnable cans 
and bottles for the preschool. There is a bin just inside 
the church doors to place your donations. Thank you!

http://cayugasyracuse.org/
https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give
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