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Blessed Be the Ties That Bind

Bruce Springsteen sang about the ties that bind us . . . and he wasn't so sure that they were always 
comfortable, healthy, or good.  Many things in our lives can bind us to the past, to old hurts, to guilt or 
shame. But there are other ties that bind together.  St. Augustine wrote that religion at its best re-binds 
us and re-connects us. The Latin word religio comes from the same word that gives us the word of 
ligament meaning to re-bind and re-connect parts into a whole body.

We are challenged to stay connected with the limitations of physical distancing and conversations that 
can soon show our differences. But at the very core of our practice of religion is love for one another 
and Christ's love for all. Let us not forget the tie of Christ that binds us to God's love.  Let us seek to 
practice that same love.

"Blest be the tie that binds our hearts in Christian love; the fellowship of kindred minds is like to that 
above."

Peace and grace,
Garrett

 

The Church reopening date is Sunday, September 13.  Please note that services will return to a start 
time of 10:15 AM.  Advance registration will be required due to occupancy limit of 60.  Registration 
deadline for each Sunday will be the prior Friday at 11:00 AM.  Registration can be completed at 
(https://reopen.church/r/8Rs111sw).You can also register to attend services at the LFPC website 
(https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/).  A weekly email will be sent for advance registration to worship 
services. Remember that you will always be able attend our live stream of worship on our 
YouTube site.  

https://youtu.be/GdhLhWLmeAE
https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/


Below are guidelines from the task force:

• Please try to arrive early, as check-in lines may be long. The Church front doors will be open at 
9:45. The front doors will be the only open entrance. For those requiring the elevator, please 
contact the Church in advance.

• There will be no congregating inside the Church. Those worshiping will be subject to a 
questionnaire (please see below) at the entrance, and have their temperature taken by a greeter. 
If someone is unable to meet the guidelines of the questionnaire, or has a fever of 99.5 degrees 
or more, they will be asked to leave.

• Face masks must be worn at all times.

• The Church bathrooms will be available

• Until further notice, child care will not be available for the Sunday service.
• Ushers will guide all attendees to their seats. Social distancing guidelines have been 

implemented inside the Church

• The front doors will be closed and locked at start of service. Those arriving later will 
unfortunately be turned away and unable to attend.

• The service will be paperless. No bulletins will be available, liturgy will be projected. Singing 
can only be done softly by congregation

• An offering basket will be placed near door for no contact collection

• At the close of the service, the ushers will guide people out, row-by-row, starting from the rear 
of the church forward. Again, no congregating will be allowed in the Church after the service. 
Those that wish to meet with fellow Presbyterians can certainly to so in the parking lot, 
providing social distancing procedures are followed.

Screening of Churchgoers:

All new and returning individuals will not be allowed to enter Liverpool First Presbyterian Church until
they have responded to the following questions, and will be excluded from the Church if a response of 
yes is given to any of the following questions: 

*Temperatures will be taken of each person before entering church, must be 99.5° or lower for 
admittance.

1. Have you within the last 14 days, traveled to regions or states that are under COVID-19 
quarantine?

2. Have you had contact with any person with known COVID-19 or person under investigation for
COVID-19? 

3. Do you have any symptoms of a respiratory infection (e.g., cough, sore throat, fever of 99.5°F 
or higher, shortness of breath), chills, muscle pain, new loss of taste or smell, gastrointestinal 
symptoms (nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea)?

4. Are you or anyone in your home in active quarantine status?

5. If cleared for entry, all congregants are required to wear a face covering entire time when inside 
the church. No one may enter the church without a face covering. Adults will practice social 
distancing during the service and to the extent that is possible while caring for children.



Spiritual Formation

Even though Covid-19 has disrupted our ability to gather together physically in close encounters, 

technology has given us the ability to nourish our souls with regular Bible study, fellowship and faith 

classes. Specifics are still in the works, but here are the general plans for spiritual formation this fall.

LFPC BOOK CLUB!

This is a new club that is all-inclusive!  We will choose a book or a theme and then meet every 6-8 

weeks via Zoom to discuss.  One of our topics will be about systemic racism and one of our books will 

be Persist and Pursue, written by our own Pierre Nzuah!  Stay tuned for more details coming soon!

Faith Classes

• Confirmation class will resume this fall with Garrett and finish in December.

• Youth class (grades 8 and 9) will meet every other week on Zoom with Leigh Anne to study the 

prophets.

• Elementals will meet every other week with Tracie and Pam Carges to study Good and Bad 

People of the Bible.

• Preschoolers and Kindergarteners will not have a class. Instead, Tracie and Leigh Anne will 

have a story and prayer time for them on YouTube each week.

Bible Studies

• Studies will be on Zoom this fall.  Leaders, topics, and dates are yet to be determined.  If there 

is a particular study you are looking for, a particular topic or a particular group you would like 

to meet with, please let Leigh Anne or Tracie know.

• Manuscript study will meet on alternating Wednesdays.  This study is for those who like to 

dissect Scripture, use Bible commentaries and search for themes in the readings.  Contact Leigh 

Anne if you are interested in trying this study out!

 YOU have an opportunity to be part of a Liverpool First Presbyterian Church 
Worship Service. We are looking for Liturgist volunteers.  Contact Lisa at lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com to 
volunteer! 



Welcome Ladies,

All ladies of our congregation are welcome to join our group. We’ll be meeting every third Thursday of
each month @ 12:30 PM.
Due to the COVID 19, we weren’t able to meet until this past Thursday, when we met on the FIF lawn. 
The Lord gave us the most beautiful, sunny day & we had a wonderful meeting. As per our usual, we 
brought our brown bagged lunches & enjoyed birthday cake for Louise Pelotte & missed Tracie Folley 
to celebrate together.
Our relaxed meeting was mostly a “get-together”, however we did some very important business of 
donating money to local charities. Here are the groups on the list of donations:

CNY Food Bank Blessings in a Backpack
North Area Meals on Wheels Isaiah's Table
Samaritan Center New Hope Family Services
Rescue Mission Vera House
Heifer International

In the past, we have donated to these groups, usually at Christmas time. However, we thought during 
this time of COVID-19, they would especially be in need so we decided to do it now. 
They have all been extremely appreciative of our gifts.

If you are interested in our group & have any questions, please call, or email me @ the number below.

Blessings,
Coleen Clapper
Chair
CCRN52@AOL.COM
315-247-9304

Blessings in a Backpack Update          

As part of the partnering rotation for the months of September and October we are asked to collect:

fruit & grain bars (any brand, any variety, no nuts)

The rotation helps give us appreciation for the variety of foods they are trying to provide for the kids at 
Seymour Dual Language Academy in Syracuse.  For more information or a refresher on the program 
see the direct link to the Liverpool chapter website:
https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/

***Donations are able to be dropped off just inside the door of LFPC during office hours and on 
Sundays  before worship services***

https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/


PC USA Mission Co-Workers Charles and Melissa Johnson Update
Charles and Melissa Johnson remain in USA, no new updates since their April newsletter. 
(https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/life-in-quarantine/ )

Presbyterian Week of Action for Black Lives Matter

The Presbyterian Week of Action, August 24 - 30, is an endeavor to provide a public witness that 
facilitates education, viability and action that reinforce our PC(USA) statements and policy that support
eradicating racism and acknowledge that God loves all Black lives. 

The Presbyterian Church (USA) affirms that all Black Lives Matter.  The national office of the 
PC(USA) invites its congregations to participate in a Week of Action.  The schedule of events 
background and purpose, Q&A, and digital toolkit can be found here: 
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/

Note:  While events from this week may have passed by the time you read this, the link will persist 
along with the resources from PC USA.  Check them out as you can to learn more about this important 
work we can do to learn to live into Micah 6:8.

“To do righteousness and justice is more acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.” — Proverbs 21:3

“God sends the Church to work for justice in the world: exercising its power for the common good; 
dealing honestly in personal and public spheres; seeking dignity and freedom for all people…” — 
Book of Order, W-5.0304

PC USA Trouble the Water: Conversations to Disrupt Racism and Dominance 
(https://equip.pcusa.org/course/view.php?id=318 )
Trouble the Water: Conversations to Disrupt Racism and Dominance” is a documentary series resource 
produced by the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) for communities and congregations to facilitate 
conversation and engagement around the issues of race and racism. As we struggle as a nation with 
these deep systemic and structural issues on a daily basis, we hope this series can be a resource to listen
to one another, have difficult but honest conversations and collectively work together to disrupt 
systemic racism.

See link in bold above for more information.  An article about the film series is at this link.
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pcusa-film-series-on-race-premieres-during-week-of-action/

https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pcusa-film-series-on-race-premieres-during-week-of-action/
https://equip.pcusa.org/course/view.php?id=318
https://equip.pcusa.org/course/view.php?id=318
https://www.pcusa.org/weekofaction/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/life-in-quarantine/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/life-in-quarantine/


PC USA Matthew 25 Educational Opportunity:  Underpinnings of Systemic Poverty 
(https://www.flipcause.com/secure/event_step2/ODg3NzU=/84938#! )

Underpinnings of Systemic Poverty: a 101 level course offering a basic overview of the implications of
political and economic systems that enforce structures of poverty. This course explores the challenges 
of a “pull yourself up by your bootstraps” approach to those who have been made poor and gives 
participants a lens through which they can better understand the underlying forces at work in 
communities that are disproportionately poor.

Course Description:
This class is designed for those for whom the concept of systemic poverty is relatively new and for 
those who would like to better understand the intersections between class and other forms of 
systematized oppression including racism, sexism, ableism, gender normativity or have had the 
experience of being an immigrant People of Color in the United States.

The course will be offered Monday evenings from 7 – 9 pm eastern time from September 21st to 
October 12th, 2020. Each class recording will be posted online within two days and will remain online 
for course participants’ review and for those who may wish to take the course on their own. Participants
should expect to spend approximately one hour per week on homework assignments.

Respectfully submitted,
Rob Santos

Fill – a - Bus

Walmart, Rt. 31
8770 Dell Center Dr, Liverpool, NY 13090

September 26, 2020
10 am to 6 pm

Foods needed for “Blessings in a Backpack” to feed children over the weekend.
1) Ready-to-serve soups w/easy open lids, e.g. chicken noodle, veg. beef
2) Macaroni & cheese microwavable cups – any brand
3) Chef Boyardee, all varieties
4) Fruit and grain breakfast bars – NO NUTS
5) 100% juice box or pouch
6) Applesauce cups, any brand
7) Fruit cup, any variety or brand

Drop off before the 26th at St. Paul’s, St. Matthews, 1st United Methodist, Liverpool First Presbyterian 
Church all in Liverpool NY or drop off at St. Stephens Lutheran Church located at 873 Dewitt Street, in
Syracuse.
Also First Student Bus Garage or Syracuse City School District Bus Garage.
369 6th North Street, Syracuse.

https://www.flipcause.com/secure/event_step2/ODg3NzU=/84938#!
https://www.flipcause.com/secure/event_step2/ODg3NzU=/84938#!


If you are able please continue make your regular financial offering to the church by

1. Mailing your check to Treasurer, Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, 603 Tulip Street, Liverpool 
NY 13088
2. Donating electronically through our website.  The site below will take you there.  Donations given 
on a debit card have no service fee attached but those on a credit card do.

https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
* Canned Vegetables
* Canned Fruit in juice or water (not syrup)
* 100% juice
* Protein rich foods containing at least 7   
   grams of protein per serving such as beans,  
   canned meats, canned fish, peanut butter

Bottle Drive

We are still collecting clean, rinsed returnable cans 
and bottles for the preschool. There is a bin 
downstairs outside of Fellowship Hall to place your 
donations. Thank you!

September Birthdays

 1 – Linda Newell 18 – Patrick Gallagher
 4 – Chuck Schauer 19 – Linda Hook
 5 – Beth Larson 21 – Betsy Matt
 8 – Rita Bigsby 22 – Karyn Johnson
10 – Bonnie Santos 25 – Rob Santos
14– Kayla Overend 26 – Jessie Harris, Matt
15 – Hanna Fay         Matthews
16 – Christopher Matt 27 – Connor Campbell
17 – Jerry Carges

(If anyone has been omitted from this list, please contact the 
church office)

https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give


Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse E-News

Our goal is to highlight things going on throughout the Church: within our Presbytery, in our 
congregations, as well as in the Synod of the Northeast and across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  
To subscribe see: http://cayugasyracuse.org

Copyright © 2019 Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, All rights reserved. 

The October 2020 Newsletter Deadline is Tuesday, September 20th by 12 noon. Please get all articles and 
pictures into the church office by the deadline. You may call the office at 315-457-3161 or email 
lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com

http://cayugasyracuse.org/

