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Twenty weeks.  That's the current count for the number of Sundays we have been worshipping-at-a-
distance. I will reiterate that though the building has been closed the church has been open and active.  
Many of our small groups and Bible studies has continued on-line.  The "web-spinners" headed by the 
deacons have cast lines of caring to our congregants.  We have continued to support the missions of 
Blessings in a Backpack, food pantry, school supplies for the Westside Peace Center. Many floors have 
been cleaned and waxed! Staff have been creative and perseverant in how to do their work in new 
ways. This newsletter is filled with ways that we are BEING church for one another and the world.

Of course there are things we miss like singing together, gathering for coffee hour, greeting one another
on Sunday.  Our task force is making plans for how we can resume in-person Sunday worship after 
Labor Day.  See that article below and stay tuned for a "training video" for how to go church.

I've been pondering on the role of faith in this current crisis.  Faith in God doesn't insulate us from a 
crisis, danger, hardship, risk or temptation. Instead faith helps us respond to life and one another in a 
ways that are faithful to God's grace toward us:  compassion, understanding, peacefulness, patience, 
forbearance, and forgiveness.  We can't control most of what life gives us but with the Spirit's presence 
we can respond out of the Christ who lives in us.  This is what I've witnessed happening through this 
congregation.

Peace,
Pastor Garrett 

Task force notes for the reopening of the church for Fall 2020

• Tentatively, our opening date will be Sunday, September 13, and start time will be 10:15.

• Advance registration will be available and recommended due to occupancy limit of 60

• Please try to arrive early, as check-in lines may be long. The Church front doors will be open at 
9:55 (?). The front doors will be the only open entrance. For those requiring the elevator, please 
contact the Church in advance.

• There will be no congregating inside the Church. Those worshiping with be subject to a 
questionnaire (please see attached) at the entrance, and have their temperature taken by a 
greeter. If someone is unable to meet the guidelines of the questionnaire, or has a fever of 99.5 
degrees or more, they will be asked to leave.

• Face masks must be worn at all times.

• The Church bathrooms will be closed at all times.



• Until further notice, child care will not be available for the Sunday service.

• Ushers will guide all attendees to their seats. Social distancing guidelines have been 
implemented inside the Church.

• The Church service will start (tentatively) at 10:15 am. We will confirm the actual start time by 
mid-August.

• The front doors will be closed and locked at start of service. Those arriving later will 
unfortunately be turned away and unable to attend.

• The service will be paperless. No bulletins will be available, liturgy will be projected. Singing 
can only be done softly by congregation

• An offering basket will be placed near door for no contact collection

• At the close of the service, the ushers will guide people out, row-by-row, starting from the rear 
of the church forward. Again, no congregating will be allowed in the Church after the service. 
Those that wish to meet with fellow Presbyterians can certainly to so in the parking lot, 
providing social distancing procedures are followed.

Screening of Churchgoers:

All new and returning individuals will not be allowed to enter Liverpool First Presbyterian Church until
they have responded to the following questions, and will be excluded from the Church if a response of 
yes is given to any of the following questions: 

*Temperatures will be taken of each person before entering church, must be 99.5° or lower for 
admittance.

1) Have you within the last 14 days, traveled to regions or states that are under Covid-19 quarantine?

2) Have you had contact with any person with known COVID-19 or person under investigation for 
COVID-19? 

3) Do you have any symptoms of a respiratory infection (e.g., cough, sore throat, fever of 99.5°F or 
higher, shortness of breath), chills, muscle pain, new loss of taste or smell, gastrointestinal symptoms 
(nausea, vomiting, and/or diarrhea)? 

4) Are you or anyone in your home in active quarantine status? 

5) If cleared for entry, all congregants are required to wear a face covering entire time when inside the 
church. No one may enter the church without a face covering. Adults will practice social distancing 
during the service and to the extent that is possible while caring for children.

Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery Special Meeting July 14 2020 Report

On Tuesday evening I attended the special zoom meeting of Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery as elder-
commissioner from LFPC.  The topic was Vanderkamp.

The Presbytery leadership team set up and delivered a very thoughtful process for presenting the state 
of Vanderkamp and the choice at hand.  The meeting was attended by many people with past 
connections to the camp in roles such as directors, counselors, campers or board members.  One person 



met her spouse at camp many years ago!  All who wished to share a moment of reflection or memory 
were given the chance.  There was a true sense of mourning and loss.

A small team presented their fact finding actions and the options for Presbytery.  The choice, given that 
Utica Presby and Lutherans had chosen to exit, was whether Caguga-Syracuse Presbytery would buy 
out the other part ownerships in the camp, or to advance listing the property for sale.  The team 
presented the stark financial picture.  In order for Presbytery to purchase, it would have taken every 
cent of reserve $ plus additional estimated $300k.

The motion presented was for Caguga-Syracuse Presbytery to authorize listing the Vandkeramp 
property for sale.

The moderator capably led a series of for and against 'raised hands' in serial deliberation, again a well 
delivered process.

Seeds.  In my mind during the process I kept thinking of Garrett's Sunday July 12 message about seeds.
In this moment of decision, how can this seed of hardship and sorrow be a seed from God?

I thought of my own campfire and song memories of Vanderkamp going back in time to my youth.  (I 
grew up in Penfield, NY, a suburb of Rochester),  where a few of the spring retreats in the youth 
program took me to Vanderkamp. (approx. late 80s.)  Getting lost on the trail.  Smores.  Learning who I
was as a child of God.

Later, helping out LFPC as an adult advisor on youth retreats.  Trying to answer their hard questions of 
faith.  Cooking blueberry pancakes in Roberts lodge.  Really acidic coffee.

Then again later taking Laura to camp there for six consecutive summers. She said it was the one place 
where she felt truly free to be herself.  No masks, no social pressures.  Free-play time.  A snake in the 
lake!  Camping out under the stars.  Crazy themed days and "Giants, Wizards and Elves" at night.

Seeds.  As your LFPC representative, I took a deep breath at the time of the vote and voted to support 
the motion.

The motion passed.

For the Presbytery this is only the beginning of a process.  Presbytery leadership has noted that the 
funds from the eventual sale will echo the values of Vanderkamp (as per NYS non-profit law). There 
will be a legacy that honors those who first had a vision for that sacred ground as well as those who 
laughed and cried there and those that gave time, talent and treasure to its mission.

There are other ways to continue the legacy. Rita Hooper is coordinating the "Friends of Vanderkamp." 
If you'd like to join their efforts, you can find them on Facebook or by emailing her at 
twohoops2@gmail.com. A website that celebrates the camp in stories and photos is under development,
at www.celebratingvanderkamp.org.  You can send in your photos and stories to Karen Chamis at 
kchamis@cayugasyracuse,org

Looking for seeds,

Rob Santos 

mailto:twohoops2@gmail.com
mailto:kchamis@cayugasyracuse.org
http://www.celebratingvanderkamp.org/


Elsie O’Neil/Womens’ Association

All women of the church are invited to join us. As it stands now, we are not formally meeting. We are 
presently looking at meeting socially on the lawn of our church, social distancing will be practiced.

Recently, we met at the church & PARADED by Karen Judge’s new apartment house! This was a 
planned SURPRISE celebration for Karen, since before we all left on our COVID19 quarantine. After 
the parade, we joined together on the lawn of the church, with our brown bagged lunches & Karen was 
showered with gifts galore! What fun we had! The surprise on Karen’s face was a blessing to all of us!!
It was so wonderful to see these fine women again.
We would like any, or all of you to join us. Please contact me & I will send you the details.

God Bless You.

Coleen Clapper
Chair
CCRN52@AOL.COM 

 This  is  an  opportunity for  our  congregation  to  be  part  of  a  Liverpool  First
Presbyterian Church You Tube Worship Service. We are looking for Liturgist volunteers.  You will be
provided  the  material  to  read,  you  just  record  yourself  and  send  to  Garrett.   Contact  Lisa  at
lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com to volunteer! 

In Loving Memory of:
Roy H. Gibson
8/26/26 - 7/2/20

A Farmer's Prayer

Take your gloves off and put them down. 
 Your labor is done, your home is now heaven; no
more must you wait, Your legacy lives on, your

love of the land, and we will close the gate.

A thank you card to share:

We wanted to thank you so much for the care you 
gave to my father during his last days. You 
comforted him more than you'll ever know.

I'm so grateful they found a church home in 
Syracuse.  Your congregation has been so kind to 
call on them and send cards.

Thank you!
Robin and John and Shirley

mailto:lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com?subject=liturgist%20volunteer


Currently, more than 5 million Americans are living with 
Alzheimer’s disease, the sixth leading cause of death in the United  
States. Between 2000 and 2018, deaths from Alzheimer’s disease 
has increased by 146%. Many of our church members have either 
been directly impacted by Alzheimer’s disease in their family or 
know someone who has.

Held annually in more than 600 communities nationwide, including right here in Syracuse, the Walk to 
End Alzheimer’s is an event geared toward both fundraising and increasing community awareness. 
While we can’t gather in large groups, we are still walking and calling on participants of all ages and 
abilities to join the fight against this disease.

This year, Walk to End Alzheimer’s is everywhere! We are walking safely as individuals, families and 
small teams on every sidewalk, track, and trail. While there is no fee to register for Walk, all 
participants are encouraged to raise funds that enable necessary care and support services and help to 
advance research toward methods of prevention, treatment and, ultimately, a cure. Congregants 
interested in forming a team or learning more can visit act.alz.org/walk

 

I want to send our heartfelt gratitude to everyone who attended Oliver’s baptism, in person and in 
spirit. It really meant the world to us. A special thanks to David Rudari for his beautiful song, Ashley 
Gouger for taking beautiful photos, Bill Newell for taking video, and Pastor Garrett of course.  Seeing 
so many there was such a blessing and filled our hearts. What a beautiful moment during a tumultuous 
time. I wish I had gotten to thank everyone personally. When we arrived to the church, Ollie had a 
sudden, frightening (to Mommy) tummy trouble which left me certain that we all had COVID. I was 
distracted with worry for Ollie (an understatement) and also worried about getting too physically close 
to anyone for fear of spreading the illness, so we unfortunately did not get the chance to to express our 
joy and gratitude. Fast forward, I made all 4 of us get tested immediately afterword and are all 
negative.  With the weight of that now off our shoulders, we wanted to express our gratitude. Our 
hearts are filled and we have so much love for our church family, thank you.

Jolene

http://act.alz.org/walk


Blessings in a Backpack Update

As part of the partnering rotation for the months of July and
August, we are asked to collect:

100% juice box or pouch

The rotation helps give us appreciation for the variety of foods they are trying to provide for the kids at 
Seymour Dual Language Academy in Syracuse.  For more information or a refresher on the program 
see the direct link to the Liverpool chapter website:
https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/

***Donations are able to be dropped off just inside the door of LFPC during office hours***

With the closure of Vankderkamp, the mission committee has redirected the dedicated mission $ 
allocated there to instead go to Blessings in a Backpack.  This supports their bulk food buying activities
in preparation for the 2020-21 school year.

PC USA Mission Co-Workers Charles and Melissa Johnson Update
Charles and Melissa Johnson were safely evacuated from Zambia on March 24, 2020.  A link to their 
April newsletter is:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/life-in-quarantine/

PC USA supports Poor People's Campaign
The mission focus of the Matthew 25 initiative fits right in with the social justice efforts of the Poor 
People's Campaign. See this article for details: https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pcusa-
ministries-supportive-of-poor-peoples-campaign-platform/

If you are able please continue make your regular financial offering to the church by

1. Mailing your check to Treasurer, Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, 603 Tulip Street, Liverpool 
NY 13088

2. Donating electronically through our website.  The site below will take you there.  Donations given 
on a debit card have no service fee attached but those on a credit card do.

https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give

https://liverpoolfirstpres.org/give
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/story/pcusa-ministries-supportive-of-poor-peoples-campaign-platform/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/life-in-quarantine/
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/letter/life-in-quarantine/
https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org/


Presbytery of Cayuga-Syracuse E-News

Our goal is to highlight things going on throughout the Church: within our Presbytery, in our 
congregations, as well as in the Synod of the Northeast and across the Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.).  
To subscribe see: http://cayugasyracuse.org

Copyright © 2019 Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, All rights reserved. 

The September 2020 Newsletter Deadline is Tuesday, August 20th by 12 noon. Please get all 
articles and pictures into the church office by the deadline. You may call the office at 315-457-3161 or 
email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
* Canned Vegetables
* Canned Fruit in juice or water (not syrup)
* 100% juice
* Protein rich foods containing at least 7   
   grams of protein per serving such as beans,  
   canned meats, canned fish, peanut butter

Bottle Drive

We are still collecting clean, rinsed returnable 
cans and bottles for the preschool. There is a bin 
downstairs outside of Fellowship Hall to place 
your donations. Thank you!

August Birthdays

4- Lauren Gallagher, Gary Gaffney
5 – Grace Gouger
6 – Jack Raitt
9 – Nancy Wilson
15 – Doug VanHoute
20 – Madison Folley, Louise Pelotte
21 – Tracie Folley
30 – Emma VanHaoute

(If anyone has been omitted from this list, please contact the 
church office)

http://cayugasyracuse.org/

