April 2019

At the beginning of Lent on the Ash Wednesday we colored caterpillars and hid them in the
baptismal font. (Isn't baptism the beginning of our new life anyway?)
What happens in a cocoon is a pretty good metaphor for growing up in Christ.
We change from the inside out. Often that means there's a way in which we are "undone" a bit
in order to be remade to look more like Christ. Inside the cocoon the worm or caterpillar is
unravelled; some parts stay the same, some things get smaller, others grow. Still other part
dissolve and get reconfigured.
The creation that comes forth is subject to the wind (John 3:8), It is both fragile and yet
mysteriously strong (the monarch butterfly travels hundreds of miles!). Of course the new
creation is astonishing in its beauty. Do not be dismayed if you are feeling undone by life.
What appears to be unravelling is the re-knitting of your in Christ.

Peace and grace,
Pastor Garrett

March 24th Worship and Potluck
with First Presbyterian of Baldwinsville.
Offering of our attachments that keep us from the new life of Christ
RISE

Our sisters and brothers from the
Baldwinsville congregation joined us
for worship followed by a potluck
lunch. As part of the search for their
next pastoral leader they wanted to
experience our congregational life and
hear our stories of what make this a
vital and vibrant community of
Christians.

RISE
rd
Our second “RISE” event for children ages Toddler thru 3 Grade is scheduled for Saturday, April
6th from 10:00 - 11:30. We will share the Easter story, create crafts, make pretzels, share a snack
and enjoy an Easter egg hunt. Please mark your calendars for this special day.

Lenten Calendar at LFPC
March 31: 9:00 a.m. Faith Classes, 10:15 a.m. Worship
April 6: 10:00-11:30 a.m. LFPC and FIF “RISE” Family Easter Program (Saturday Event)
April 7: 9:00 a.m. Faith Classes & Tiny Footsteps, 10:15 a.m. Worship
April 14: Palm Sunday
10:15 a.m Worship
11:30 a.m. Pancake breakfast made by Men’s Ministry
Holy Week Schedule
April 18: Maundy Thursday 7:00 p.m. Worship
April 19: Good Friday 12:00 p.m. Ecumenical Worship here at LFPC
April 21: Easter Sunday 10:15 a.m. Worship

It’s time to Order Easter Lillies
To Order a lily to decorate our sanctuary for Easter, fill out the form in church and place it in the
offering plate along with the money for what you’ve ordered. You may also place your order at
lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com or call the church office at 457-3161. The cost is $10.00 per plant and you may
take your order home after the Easter Sunday service on 4/21. Please make checks payable to First
Presbyterian Church. Orders must be placed by 4/14.

Our LFPC Bi-Annual Rummage Sale is scheduled for Friday April 26 9AM-3PM & Saturday April
27 9AM-12PM. So clean out your closets & basements & donate it to us. You may start to bring your
items to church March 31st and place it in the designated space in Fellowship Hall. Please NO
SHOES OR BOOKS. We need extra help setting up on Wednesday, 4/24 starting @ 9:15 & Thursday
04/25 @ 9:15. And yes, you can help close up the Rummage Sale! On Saturday, 04/27 @ 12:00, you
can help us package up what is left over, which will be donated to the Rescue Mission.
Friends in Faith
Spring is Coming, Plants are Sprouting and the Annual Plant Sale is Near!
Plan to brightening your porch, deck or sunroom with locally raised plants while supporting Friends in
Faith. Look for the May date for our annual sale. We will have hanging baskets and bedding plants.
All have been raised in Baldwinsville. We are fortunate to receive a percentage of the sales enabling
us to continue to providing quality equipment and special supplies for the preschool. Thank you in
advance for supporting us!

April Mission Report
Blessings in a Backpack Update
As part of the rotation among the partnering churches, for the months of March and April we are asked
to change up our collected food item to be: applesauce cups (any brand or variety)
The rotation helps give us appreciation for the variety of foods they are trying to provide for the kids at
Seymour Dual Language Academy in Syracuse. For more information or a refresher on the program
see the direct link to the Liverpool chapter website: https://blessingsinabackpackliverpoolny.org
PCUSA One Great Hour of Sharing
The season of lent is our opportunity to partner with Presbyterian churches around the world in the PC
USA's largest collective mission offering for One Great Hour of Sharing.
See: http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/oghs
This year marks the 70th anniversary of this denomination wide effort. Families with children will
receive fish banks and we will collect for the special offering through Palms Sunday April 14. Look for
a visual example of one of the three pillars of the OGHS offering (Presbyterian Disaster Assistance,
Presbyterian Hunger Program, Self Development of People) on the bulletin board in the coming
weeks. Our church goal is to meet or exceed $1000 - an average of prior years of giving to mission.
MobilePack Event April 3-6, 2019
The MobilePack event for Feed My Starving Children is returning to the Vineyard Church in Syracuse
on April 3-6, 2019. Spots are almost filled. You can register your family for a high energy two hour
block of packing ingredients for the MannaPack meals. See their website at: https://give.fmsc.org.
Better Together - Johnson March 2019 Newsletter
The March newsletter from our supported mission co-workers Charles and Melissa Johnson is at this
link: https://www.presbyterianmission.org
The article highlights the challenges at the Egichikeni health clinic, and gives a big shout out to LFPC
as a partner in their effort to make changes! We have also contributed to the health clinic build at
Phalaza after being asked by the Lexington Presbyterian Church.
Please keep the Johnsons in your prayers. They are scheduled to visit with us on Wednesday,
July 17. So save the date!
Also Charles has identified another unmet need where we can come along side in partnership. He
wrote to me saying;
“You may be away we are presently constructing an agricultural storage facility at Chasefu
AIGA. We were fortunate to receive a large gift from First Presbyterian Church of Shelbyville, IL,
which covers the majority of the construction costs, but we lack about $10,000-15,000 to
complete the construction and the construction of some smaller ancillary projects - security
fencing around the warehouse area, a water harvesting system for both rainwater collection and
groundwater recharge.
The mission of the Chasefu AIGA is to generate income through farming and related activities to
support Chasefu Theological Seminary. When complete, the storage facility will provide secure
storage for tools and equipment, farming inputs and harvested crops. We also hope to be able
(cont’d on Page 4)

to use a small portion as a classroom area, for practical studies associated with the agricultural
science courses being taught there. We are also hopeful that we might be able to provide fee storage
to other parties.”
We would be very appreciative if Liverpool FPC would consider contributing to the completion of this
facility. We will collect for this special mission in the weeks after lent, leading up to their visit in July.
PCUSA Action Alert: More than Thoughts and Prayers
The PC USA has public policy advocacy team that advocates for policies important to the church.
This month there was an Action Alert in for support of a legislation for background checks for gun
sales and transfers in the US. See the link for background and instructions on what you can do to take
action: www.pcusa.com.
Respectfully submitted,
Rob Santos
Our Presbyterian Womens’ Association/Elsie O’Neil meetings are in full swing. We’ll be meeting
on every third Thursday of each Month @ 12:30 PM. Potato chips & dessert provided.
Our Bible study this year is through Cokesbury and is titled "Jesus Always, Leading a Joy Filled Life"
by Sarah Young. So bring your brown bag lunch & and fresh ideas & join the fun.
The Elsie O’Neil group decided to donate a birthday cake, once every third month in honor of the
people who have a birthday for those months. The next birthday cake will be for April, May & June.
It’ll be on May 19th, after service in Fellowship Hall.
We still need people to bring refreshments on other Sundays, so please look at the sign up sheet
when you are enjoying the treats each Sunday, & be sure to sign up to bring something to share.
Remember, you don’t have to do it alone. I can help you, or help you find someone else to buddy up
with. It seems like the same people are always doing it & WE ALL ENJOY IT! Thanks!
In Christ.
Coleen Clapper
Alzheimer's Association of CNY, has a lot of new, exciting volunteer positions that could give members
of our congregation additional ways to get involved in the local community. Please see :
https://alz.org/centralnewyork
Attend an Alzheimer Association Caregiver Support Group
Join an Alzheimer Association support group and learn how the power of your peers can help you
navigate your journey. We meet the 2nd Saturday at 11 a.m. at LFPC. Facilitators: Florence Felt &
Skip Collins. For more information, call (315) 472-4201.
Into Your Loving Arms

Maureen Maurer, LFPC member, passed on February 3rd.
and David Sill, grandson of LFPC member Jessie Harris, passed on February 22nd.
The May 2019 Newsletter Deadline is Tuesday April 23rd by 12 noon.
Please get all articles and pictures into the church office by 4/23. You may call Heather
at the church office at 315-457-3161 or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com.

Floral Committee 2019
During the year the Floral Committee works with members of the congregation to beautify our
sanctuary to the glory of God. Congregation members select a Sunday during the year to honor
someone, celebrate a special occasion or person or to remember a family member with flowers. The
sign up sheet is across from Heather’s office, so please sign up for your special day. Someone from
the committee will contact you the week prior to your date, to set it all up.
Geraniums, will be available for Memorial Weekend.
The Women's Association has been very supportive and provides financial assistance to renew and
update supplies. - Committee members Coleen Clapper, Louise Pelotte, and Lynda Fauler.
April Birthdays
Bottle Drive
6 – Marissa Everts, Sara Signorelli
We are still collecting
8 – Courtney Robenolt
returnable cans and bottles for
11 – Rick VanHoute
the preschool. There is a bin
17 – Susan Kline, Mike Cirillo
downstairs outside of
30 – Jennifer Campbell
(If anyone has been omitted from this Fellowship Hall to place your
donations. Please rinse the
list, please call the church office)
The birthday cake for the months of
March, April & May, will be served
at Coffee Hour on May 19th.
EVERYONE IS INVITED!!

Remember the Food Pantry
Just a gentle reminder that as you
shop for the food pantry consider
purchasing lots of fruits and
vegetables. Foods with 7 grams of
protein are considered “protein”.

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:
-Canned Vegetables, -Canned Fruit
in juice or water (not syrup), -100%
juice
The Church office will be
CLOSED Monday April 15th- Protein rich foods 7 grams per
serving: -Beans, -Canned meats, Friday April 19th.
Canned fish, -Peanut butter

cans and bottles out first.
Thanks!

Friends in Faith Preschool will be closed April 15th-April 18th. We are now accepting applications for
the 2019-20 school year, call Tracie at 315-457-4090 to enroll in the 2, 3 or 4 year old programs.
LFPC Church Groups
Monday: CNY Photographers-Meets 6:30pm every third Monday of the Month at LFPC. This
month's meeting is on Monday April 15th in Fellowship Hall.
Wednesday:-Pelotte’s Bible Study meets every other Wed. at 1:30 in the Library.
-Women’s Bible Study-BFF’s meets the 2nd and 4th Wed. at 6:30 p.m.
Thursday:-Choir has practice on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. In the Choir Room.
-Presbyterian Women's Group, Ladies of the Church, every third Thursday in the Library @
12:30. Bring a brown bag lunch & your Study Books. Refreshments, potato chips & great Fellowship
will be provided.
Friday:-Zentangle Craft Group meets every Friday in the Green Classroom at 10:00 a.m.
-Alpha meets every Friday from March 8th till May 31st from 6:00 p.m. (includes dinner) till 8:30 p.m.
Saturday: Kingdom Crafters meet the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month at 10:00 a.m. So bring
whatever craft you are working on to the church library.
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