February 2019

Back in the fall I began what will be a year-long series of sermons I refer to as "Getting My
Story Straight". I have hitting the high points of the First (Old) Testament which lead us to
Jesus' teaching and life in the gospels and then to the life of the church as
disciples. God's story with us is big and deep so I keep coming back to the theme that God
from the very beginning is forming men and women who will be partners in his mission to
bless the entire world. The trajectory of our beginning stories in Genesis and Exodus and the
Prophets lead us to Jesus.
These next couple months before Easter we will look at how Jesus extends this same mission
of God to all people, teaching the original good news in new ways, and making a people-disciples--who can carry this message in their lives and words.
I hope that you find yourself in this story and see that God has been telling it from the very
beginning.
Peace and grace,
Pastor Garrett
Mid Winter Blues Potluck Luncheon, sponsored by the Deacons, was
held on Sunday Jan. 27th right after worship. Fun was had by all!

February Mission Report

Blessings in a Backpack
Team up with other Liverpool churches to provide simple healthy food items on school weekends to
elementary students at Seymour Dual Language Academy in Syracuse city schools. For February we
are asked to donate:
veg. beef soup (ready-to-serve, any brand)
Grey collection bins are labeled with Blessings in a Backpack in fellowship hall
and back of the sanctuary.
Remember:
 Syracuse has the highest poverty rate among cities over 65,000 in New York State at 32.4%.
 Children suffer the worst of any age demographic. 50% of children under age 5 lived below the
poverty line in 2017.
 In the Syracuse City School District, every single student — some 20,623 children — receives
free or reduced breakfast, lunch and a snack every weekday.
 But at 3 p.m. Friday afternoon, many of those children go home to food insecure households
where they don’t know where their next meal is coming from until 9 a.m. Monday morning.
These are our neighbors. Just 5.2 miles away from LFPC. And we can help.
Presbyterian Peace Network for Korea
Part of or mission interest extends to the mission of Kurt and Hyeyoung Esslinger an their
peacemaking mission in Korea. They have created network for sharing information to American
churches and those interested in peacemaking called the Presbyterian Peace Network for Korea
(PPNK).
In November the group completed a statement on the Korea Peace Process.
It ends with this reminder:
As followers of the Prince of Peace, we members of the Presbyterian Peace Network for Korea
encourage Presbyterians and other people of faith and good will to raise their voices to urge our
government to take concrete steps to bring the Korean War to an end and to provide the political,
economic and military assurances of North Korea's security, so that there can be peace in a reconciled,
nuclear-free Korean peninsula.
Respectfully submitted,
Rob Santos
KINGDOM CRAFTERS
All crafters (and want-to-be crafters!) are welcome to part of Kingdom Crafters (formerly Holy
Stitchers) for a time of fellowship, crafting, and prayer. The group will meet on the first and third
Saturday of the month from 10:00-11:30 AM. So bring whatever craft you are working on to the
church library on February 2nd.

Triennium 2019
From Leadership Team Chair Linda Russell
Yea! I am thrilled to announce that Leigh Anne
Herd and Tracie Folley from First Presbyterian
Church in Liverpool will serve as co-chairs of
the 2019 Triennium PYT team for CayugaSyracuse. Leigh Anne will be our primary
registrar assisted by Tracie. Triennium dates
are July 16-20 (plus an additional travel day on
both ends).
Leigh Anne writes:
"Tracie and I are very excited about this year's Triennium! We will be working with other
leaders from our Presbytery to form a delegation to head to Purdue in July. We are having a
late start, so we need to move quickly. We need all names of youth and adults who are
planning to attend Triennium by Feb. 15."
If you have students who are interested in attending this mountain-top experience for youth
entering 9th grade through graduated 12th grade, please send the name of your church, the
names and contact information for each student, and the name of a contact person in your
church along with their cell phone and email to: laherd02@gmail.com.
Basic Triennium information is at https://presbyterianyouthtriennium.org. For information on
local arrangements, contact Leigh Anne at (315) 727-0178 or laherd02@gmail.com.
This is the hottest event on the Northshore in February… and
sold out last year. Do not wait… buy your tickets today!
Join us the Saturday AFTER Valentine’s Day:
February 16th from 6:00pm – 11:00pm

Bring your sweetheart or your friends for an adult night out:
*Formal Dinner with Choice of Entree *Music and Dancing
*Craft Beer Tasting
*Cash Bar

*Basket Raffle

(Attire is whatever you are comfortable wearing. Some guests dress formally while others
prefer jeans and tees… no judgment here… We just want everyone to enjoy the celebration
while supporting this worthy cause.)
Join us in giving the gift of summer to a child: Proceeds benefit Vanderkamp’s Kampership
Fund. Tickets on sale through February 8th at Vanderkamp, the Cleveland Village Office,
Tyler’s Automotive, online at www.vk.org, emailing vkcenter@vk.org, or calling (315)
675-3651.
*If you would like to donate a basket or items for the raffle baskets. I will be at the Presbytery meeting
Sat. Feb. 9 at Chittenango…All money raised with go to the Kampership (Scholarship) Fund for
summer campers. If you have any questions, give me a jingle - 315-706-3564 -Rita Hooper

Library News
Automation of the library collection is continuing. We have around 2,000 items in the library that need
to be entered into the new software system (called LibraryThing). Once these are entered, you will be
able to access the library catalog from your home computer via a website called TinyCat. I anticipate
finishing the software entry sometime in late spring or early summer. I will let you know when all of the
library materials have been entered. -Sue Kline
About 50 newly donated books have been added to the our library. Here is a list of some new titles.
Non Fiction: How to Handle Adversity; Longing to Pray; Women of the Bible ; The Volunteer
Revolution, Woman Prayers. Fiction: Chaikin - Behind the Veil; Kingsbury - Forever; Snelling Daughter of Twin Oaks. Children: The Tale of Three Trees; Cow in the Dark; This is the Star. They
are on our new book cart in the community room and are available to check out.
Some library materials have been discarded and are available in the library if you would like to take
them for your own use. There are fiction books, adult and children’s videos.
A few people have asked me how I decide which library materials to discard. The criteria for fiction
books is: copyright before 1998, not Christian themed, not signed out in the last 10 years, poor
condition. Videos are being discarded because they are not signed out anymore.
We would gladly accept donations of the following items:





Current dvds with Christian themes.
Current fiction with Christian themes
Biographies (copyright may not matter if historically significant)
Non-fiction - Christian themes, older copyright ok if historically significant)

Please leave donated items in the box marked donations, or on the library desk.
A special thanks to Linda Raitt for the many volunteer hours she has donated during the last few years
to maintain and update the library. Her hard work has helped the automation process go very
smoothly.
Presbyterian Women's Group, Elsie O'Neil Circle
The Elsie O’Neil group will be sponsoring a Birthday Cake quarterly, during Fellowship Hour, after
worship service. It will be for birthdays in January, February & March, with the cake on February
10th. If your birthday does not appear in this newsletter, please call the church office & let them know.
We look forward to celebrating your birthdays together.
Friends in Faith Christian Preschool
We are now accepting registrations for the 2019-20 school year.
See Tracie for applications or call 315-457-4090.
From the Stewardship Committee
Thank you for your 2019 Pledges, Family Offering envelopes are now in the
rear of the church! The 2019 Per Capita Rate is $38.50 (per member).

From the Floral Committee:
Please sign up for flowers for a Sunday of your choice to remember a special occasion
on the Floral Chart outside the Church Office.

February Birthdays
1 – Jason Gouger
3 – Aiyana Gamory
4 – Brynne McConnell
6 – Austin Westphal
9 – Dode Lipton
12 – David Spak
19 – Heather Brown
25 – Melissa Beerman

Bottle Drive
We are still collecting
returnable cans and bottles for
the preschool. There is a bin
downstairs outside of
Fellowship Hall to place your
donations. Please rinse the
cans and bottles out first.
Thanks!

(If anyone has been omitted
from this list, please call the
church office)

Remember the Food Pantry
Just a gentle reminder that as you
shop for the food pantry consider
purchasing
lots of fruits and vegetables. Foods
with 7 grams of protein are
considered “protein”.
LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:
-Canned Vegetables, -Canned Fruit
in juice or water (not syrup), -100%
juice
Protein rich foods 7 grams per
serving: -Beans, -Canned meats, Canned fish, -Peanut butter

The March 2019 Newsletter Deadline is Friday Feb. 22nd by 12 noon. Please get all
articles and pictures into the church office by 2/22. You may call Heather at 457-3161 or email
lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com.

Join the Liverpool Police Department
Tuesday February 12 or
Thursday February 28
Presentation at 7:00 PM

The Church Office will be CLOSED
Friday Feb. 15th-Tuesday. Feb. 19th for
Heather's Vacation.

CRASE TRAINING
Civilian Response to Active Shooter
AVOID – DENY – DEFEND

Pastor Garrett will be on Vacation:
Feb. 18th-Feb. 25th. N. Scott Cupp will be
preaching on Feb. 24th.

Registration is limited to 40 participants per
session so don’t delay please register as soon
as possible. Call 315-457-5180 to register
today.
Will be held at:
Liverpool First United Methodist Church
604 Oswego St. Liverpool, NY 13088
Free parking in the main parking lot
Q&A time included and refreshments will be
provided.

Attend an Alzheimer Association
Caregiver Support Group
Join an Alzheimer Association support
group and learn how the power of your
peers can help you navigate your
journey. We meet the 2nd
Saturday at 11 a.m. at LFPC.
Facilitators: Florence Felt & Skip
Collins. For more information, call
(315) 472-4201.
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