January 2019

As I write this for the January newsletter I'm in the midst getting ready for Christmas Eve
by reading the visit that Gabriel paid to Mary. When she hears that she would be pregnant
with the Messiah by the power of the Holy Spirit she utters the words that humble all of us
who call ourselves Christians, "let it be with me as you have said."
Mary submits to the will of God certainly. But this year as I read this I am struck by God
submits to this young girl. God is binding his plan to redeem the world to the will, soul, and
body of this girl. Its as if the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit have looked at the great
gap in the relationship between the divine Creator and his creation and decided that the only
way that for their divine desire to be consummated is to choose to be dependent on humanity.
God says "let it be with me according your will, Mary."
God is seeking partners in us. Partners who will meet the initiative of his grace with our
response of love. God could command us, made without the capacity to say no, even trick us
into saying yes. But that is not God's way. God's way is love that transforms us from the
inside out. God's love and submission calls forth our Yes!
I hope that this new year you will hear God's Yes to you!
Peace and grace,
Pastor Garrett
Hanging of the Greens
Thank you to all who helped with our annual event preparing the sanctuary for Advent and
Christmas, helping to frost several dozen cookies for the Samaritan Center and assisting with
making blankets for the Roswell Park Cancer Center. We had a huge turnout, lots of laughter,
music, fellowship and fun! Thank you!

Pictures from Hanging of the Greens in the Sanctuary and Fellowship Hall

Save The Date
Mid Winter Blues Potluck Luncheon sponsored by the Deacons, will be
held on Sunday Jan. 27th right after worship. Stay tuned for more details!
Angel Tree Program
I want to thank all who participated in the 2018 Angel Tree Program. Originally there were 90
tags placed on the tree in the fellowship hall. Eighty-two tags were taken from the tree and all
but one of those tags was returned.
I would like to thank the following people for their help:
 Karen Judge and my wife Becky for their help with organizing and packing gifts prior to

delivering them to the Salvation Army.
 Heather Brown for the nice work she did in keeping the church bulletin and church

newsletter updated.
 Tom Ogden for providing the transportation to transport the gifts to the Salvation Army
drop off point.

In addition I would like to once again give a very special thanks to all of you and the women’s
Association who supported the program this year. Without your support, none of this would be
possible. Please know that your contribution will contribute to the joy of the Christmas season
for the less fortunate.
John Krebs
January Mission Report
Blessings in a Baggie for Isaiah's Table
At the December 2nd Hanging of the Greens event we packed up 41 kits of snack items for
those in need through the Isaiah's Table ministry. Thank you to those who donated food and
packing items and who helped assemble the packs!

Blessings in a Backpack
Team up with other Liverpool churches to provide simple healthy food items on school
weekends to elementary students at Seymour Dual Language Academy in Syracuse city
schools. For January and February we switch it up again and are asked to donate:
veg. beef soup (ready-to-serve, any brand)
Grey collection bins are labeled with Blessings in a Backpack in fellowship hall and back of
the sanctuary.
(cont’d on Page 3)

Blessings in a Backpack as Advent Conspiracy Special Offering
Through the weeks of Advent and into January we will collect a special offering to go toward
this new vital mission in our community. The offering goes toward bulk purchase of food items
used to fill the backpacks with pre-selected nutritious food items suitable for a child to eat with
minimal assistance.
In past years we have called this special offering an 'Advent Conspiracy' after a series of
sermons from years ago and a counter-consumerism movement around Christmas. The
"conspiracy" is a counter-culture intentional choice to worship fully, spend less, give more,
and love all. See the website https://adventconspiracy.org/ to learn more.
In response we have set aside the season as another opportunity for a special offering, and
this year we focus on the new Blessings in a Backpack mission.
Remember:
 Syracuse has the highest poverty rate among cities over 65,000 in New York State at
32.4%.
 Children suffer the worst of any age demographic. 50% of children under age 5 lived
below the poverty line in 2017.
 In the Syracuse City School District, every single student — some 20,623 children —
receives free or reduced breakfast, lunch and a snack every weekday.
But at 3 p.m. Friday afternoon, many of those children go home to food insecure households
where they don’t know where their next meal is coming from until 9 a.m. Monday
morning. These are our neighbors. Just 5.2 miles away from LFPC. And we can help.
Presbyterian Peace Network for Korea
Part of or mission interest extends to the mission of Kurt and Hyeyoung Esslinger an their
peacemaking mission in Korea. They have created network for sharing information to
American churches and those interested in peacemaking called the Presbyterian Peace
Network for Korea (PPNK).
In November the group completed a statement on the Korea Peace Process. See their
facebook page for full text. It ends with this reminder: “As followers of the Prince of Peace, we
members of the Presbyterian Peace Network for Korea encourage Presbyterians and other
people of faith and good will to raise their voices to urge our government to take concrete
steps to bring the Korean War to an end and to provide the political, economic and military
assurances of North Korea's security, so that there can be peace in a reconciled, nuclear-free
Korean peninsula.”
Respectfully submitted,
Rob Santos
Presbyterian Women's Group, Elsie O'Neil Circle
The Elsie O’Neil group will be sponsoring a Birthday Cake quarterly, during Fellowship Hour,
after worship service. It will be for birthdays in January, February & March, with the cake on
February 10th. If your birthday does not appear in this newsletter, please call the church office
& let them know. We look forward to celebrating your birthdays together.

LFPC welcomes new members on December 23rd!
We welcomed five people into the membership of the Church. As the rite started, a train
crossed the intersection in Liverpool with whistle sounding loudly. Fitting sounds as people
join the “Glory Train” that is life in the Spirit at LFPC.

Friends in Faith News- Jesus' Birthday Party
The preschool children and families celebrated the birth of Jesus through song and telling of
the Christmas story. The children sang with great enthusiasm and joy the songs they had
practiced to the delight of parents and extended families. The celebration concluded with
special crafts that parents and children made together. -Tracie Folley, Friends in Faith
Director

From the Stewardship Committee
We have launched our 2019 Stewardship Campaign, and with it, we have shared information
on the blessings we’ve been able to give to others over this past year. Please think about
what level of financial assistance you can give for our 2019 church year. Your 2019 Family
Offering envelopes will be available soon!

KINGDOM CRAFTERS
All crafters (and want-to-be crafters!) are welcome to part of Kingdom Crafters (formerly Holy
Stitchers) for a time of fellowship, crafting, and prayer. The group will meet on the first and
third Saturday of the month from 10:00-11:30 AM. So bring whatever craft you are working
on to the church library on January 5th!

From the Church Office: The Office will be CLOSED on Tuesday Jan. 1st for New Year's Day
and Monday Jan. 21st for Martin Luther King Jr. Day.
From the Floral Committee:
Please sign up for flowers for a Sunday of your choice to remember a special occasion on the Floral
Chart outside the Church Office. In November & December flowers were given:
Nov. 4- for Brianna’s 15th Birthday
Nov. 18- from the Carlisle and Matt families, to thank God for their many blessings.
Nov. 25- in Honor of Laura Santos' 12th Birthday.
Dec. 2- in loving memory of Mark Paul Joslyn given by the Putman family.
Dec. 9- for Glory to God and in celebration of the 26th Wedding Anniversary of Billy & Debbie Copp.
Dec. 16- Christmas Poinsettias were given in Memory & Honor of Loved Ones from church members

January Birthdays
1 – Mary Gorman
2 – Becky Krebs
5 – Leah Cirillo
6 – Joe Gorman, Lisa Gaffney
9 – Zoie Carlisle
15 – Amber Thayer
18 – Jessica Gorman
19 – Bill Calnan
20 – John Krebs
24 – Simon VanHoute
29 – Haley Everts
31– Arlene Carlisle

Bottle Drive
We are still collecting
returnable cans and bottles for
the preschool. There is a bin
downstairs outside of
Fellowship Hall to place your
donations. Please rinse the
cans and bottles out first.
Thanks!
Please remember to take your
offering envelopes if you have
not done so already.
Thank You!

Remember the Food Pantry
Just a gentle reminder that as you
shop for the food pantry consider
purchasing
lots of fruits and vegetables. Foods
with 7 grams of protein are
considered “protein”.
LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:
-Canned Vegetables, -Canned Fruit
in juice or water (not syrup), -100%
juice
Protein rich foods 7 grams per
serving: -Beans, -Canned meats, Canned fish, -Peanut butter

Attend an Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group
Join an Alzheimer’s Association support group and learn how the power of your peers can help you
navigate your journey. We meet the 2nd Saturday at 11 a.m. at LFPC. Facilitators: Florence Felt
& Skip Collins. For more information, call (315) 472-4201.
The February Newsletter Deadline is Jan. 22 by 12 noon. Heather is in the office Mon.-Fri.
from 9:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m Please get all articles and pictures into the church office by 1/22. You
may call Heather at 315-457-3161 or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com.
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