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The best stories continue through the years to teach, enlighten, and inspire us. These stories may be 
old and sometimes feel worn around the edges. But in a new context they reveal a new depth of their 
meaning when we are ready to hear it.

The most profound change in our world has been how much more we are connected and influenced by 
people we have never met.  The speed of travel, social media, the web of world finances, the 
globalization of commerce, climate and environmental change show how the world is one world. This 
coming together happened so fast that we weren't ready for the conflict. A new longing for peace and a 
realization of our inextricable oneness means we need new spiritual stories to guide us. 
Fortunately these old stories and ancient wisdom in scripture are new for today because they are alive 
with the Spirit of Christ. I hope that you are ready to hear these stories again and find deeper meaning 
for these changing times. That doesn't mean we need to abandon what we've been taught before but 
that we grow and include them in the new life Christ is making. 
The author of the New Testament book Hebrews says that the "word of God is alive and active". (4:12) 
John in his gospel names Jesus, "who lived among us", as the Word of God. Jesus the living word 
makes the words on the pages of the Bible ever-new for us so that we can be faithful in following Christ
today.  "Jesus Christ is the same yesterday, today, and forever" (Hebrews 13:8).  What is the same?  He
is ALIVE in today's times with grace and truth for the whole world.

Peace and grace,
Pastor Garrett

Adult Education Opportunities
A series of Reading the Bible classes/discussions will be held the next few months. You are invited to 
come to any or all gatherings after worship. The classes are not contingent although they are 
sequential.  Bagels and coffee will be provided and gathering time will be an hour to an hour and a 
half.  Child care will be provided if needed.
Nov. 4  Reading the Bible Part 2- "Using Your Whole Brain" led by Garrett
Dec. 9. Reading the Bible Part 3- "Connecting the Dots" led by Garrett

  "Reading the Bible with Your Whole Brain"

"Reading the Bible with Your Whole Brain" is Part 2 of the three-part 
series of Reading Your Bible. This teaching/discussion time led by Pastor Garrett
will follow worship for about an hour on November 4.  The gathering will be
held in the fellowship hall with bagels and coffee provided.   Most importantly, 
you need not have attended Part 1 to participate in Part 2, so COME and learn 
how to read the Bible with your whole brain! 

YUMMMMMMMMMM! 
Apple pies will be ready to purchase November 4 after the service.  Pies are 
made by our youth to fund Triennium and youth projects.  $15 for a delicious homemade apple pie.



"What is Joy?"
   We all know bits and pieces of the story of Jim Craver, a man who was diagnosed with leukemia on 
October 28, of 2016 and given just weeks to live. His only hope was the miracle of a bone marrow 
transplant done at Roswell Park Cancer Institute in Buffalo.  In the two years since, the Cravers have 
been on a roller coaster of tests, procedures, infections, emergency room visits, debilitating side 
effects, weekly trips to Buffalo, and the chronic warfare of Graft Host Disease. 
   The Cravers are certainly not the first couple to go through this, so what makes them special?  It is 
their total trust in God, it is their gratitude for each day they are given, it is their humor in the most 
difficult moments, it is their discovery of greater joy than they have ever experienced. 

    Susan, graciously accepted the invitation to speak to the women of our church at the Women's 
Breakfast Gathering, entitled "What is Joy" on  Saturday November 10, from 9:00-11:30. The 
women will share breakfast and fellowship, hear the inspiring story of the Cravers' journey, and work 
together to tie blankets for Susan to take to Roswell Park Cancer Institute as our mission response.

    If you know someone who is struggling in their faith, who is doubtful about the power of prayer, who
is dubious about God's loving care for His people, then invite them to this breakfast. Bring some 
tissues as well....   Please let Leigh Anne or Tracie know if you are attending and if you are able to help 
with set up, clean up, or meal preparation. We are looking forward to a beautiful, spiritual time 
together with the ladies of our church and their guests!

Stewardship 2019
In a recent sermon on August 19, Rev. Anderson preached on these verses from John 6:57-58:
“Just as the living Father sent me and I live because of the Father, so the one who feeds on me will live 
because of me.  This is the bread that came down from heaven. Your forefathers ate manna and died, but
he who feeds on this bread will live forever.”
We were encouraged to MUNCH on Jesus, to give up our false selves and find our souls.  We were 
challenged to eat more of the abundant life in Jesus, to learn to love our neighbors and live right now 
fully alive in Christ!
It is in this season of harvest, feasting, and thanksgiving that we set forth a plan for stewardship of the 
church for its life into 2019.  With the metaphor of bread making, consider these ingredients to the life of
Liverpool First Presbyterian Church:

 Rev. Garrett Anderson.
 Co-Directors of Spiritual Formation Leigh Anne Herd and Tracie Folley.
 Choir Director David Rudari and Organist Steve Uhl 
 Administrative Assistant Heather Brown, Sexton Ken Pfeffer, and nursery staff.  
 Added spices provided by all your volunteer love, energy, and stewardship such as the roles of 

Treasurer Tom Ogden, Bookkeeper Jerry Carges, and Financial Secretary Mike Herd to keep the 
bills paid and payroll met, or all those who have served or are presently serving as Ruling Elders 
or Deacons, or faith class teachers.  

 The physical plant structure of the church building that provides a safe and nurturing place to 
worship, learn about, and serve Jesus. 

To these people and programming and building ingredients let our tithes and offerings be like a yeast 
that enables Liverpool First Presbyterian Church to fulfill its mission and fill our souls with the Bread of 
Life. Stewardship Sunday is Nov. 18.  Please prayerfully consider your estimate of giving for 2019 
and fill out the information on the card that will be mailed out during the first week of November.  Then 
on November 18, we will collect the cards and dedicate them to service in the life of LFPC for 2019.



November Mission Article   

Blessings in a Backpack
Team up with other Liverpool churches to provide simple healthy food items on school weekends to

elementary students at Seymour Dual Language Academy in Syracuse city schools. For November and
December we rotate to a different food item. We have been asked to donate: Mac & Cheese cups 

Grey collection bins are labeled with Blessings in a Backpack in fellowship hall and back of the
sanctuary. Also the next backpack packing event for LFPC is set for Tuesday November 27
at 10 am. at St. Paul's.  Rob will post a sign up sheet in the Sanctuary for sign ups.  Also please let

Rob know if you plan to attend  

Our 2018 Advent Conspiracy special offering in December will also go toward the Blessings in a
Backpack mission.  The offering goes toward bulk purchase of food items used to fill the backpacks

with pre-selected nutritious food items suitable for a child to eat with minimal assistance.

InterFaith Works of Central New York Faith Partners Covenant
InterFaith Works of Central New York reached out to us in August with invitation to a re-affirm our
partnership with them and other faith communities.  At the October 8 session meeting we agreed to

the covenant.  It says:
We, the Faith Partners of InterFaith Works reflecting diverse communities of faith throughout Central 
New York, understand and accept the vital importance of the mission of our organization: InterFaith 
Works of Central New York, through education, service and dialogue, affirms the dignity of each
 person and every faith community and works to create relationships and understanding among us.

As Faith Partners, we are committed to furthering the work of building bridges between persons and 
communities of faith.  We believe five key principles animate our endeavor:
1.  To advance understanding of faith traditions and ideologies by study, dialogue, and sharing about 
faith experiences.
2.  To eliminate prejudice between members of different faith traditions and ideologies.
3.  To foster appreciation for the richness of diverse religions and ideologies.
4.  To identify commonalities and celebrate differences among faiths and ideologies to enhance 
personal growth and transformation.
5.  To promote friendship, trust mutual respect among people of diverse faiths and ideologies.

To achieve these goals, we commit ourselves to deeper partnership, engagement and collaboration 
among our various diverse communities of faith.  We pledge to make interfaith understanding a 
prominent pillar of our communities, and we agree to work together for the betterment of all in our 
community.
Further, we commit ourselves to active involvement in and support for the programs of InterFaith 
Works. At the October 21 mission committee meeting, we agreed to support IFW with our local portion
of the PC USA Peace and Global Witness Offering.

InterFaith Works of Central New York Appeal for Classroom Assistance, Dental 
Products, and Coats
Classroom assistance is needed for InterFaith Works' "Gather Around" program, the agency's 
conversational English classes for older refugees. Classes will continue to be held each Wednesday and
Friday from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. through Feb. 1, 2019.  

InterFaith Works is also seeking volunteers to provide transportation for students enrolled in the 
program. If you can help, call Toma Tracy at 315-449-3552, ext. 203 or email her at 
ttracy@interfaithworkscny.org.                                                                               (cont’d on Page 4)
To help maintain the best in dental health for the youngest among our New Americans, InterFaith 
Works is seeking donations of the following items: Children's Tooth Brush, Children's Tooth 
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Paste, Children's Mouthwash, Baby Soap and Lotion and Baby Wipes. 

The agency is also launching a winter coat and blanket drive in preparation for colder weather. Click 
on the flyer on the right to see the items needed. To learn more and how you can give, call Volunteer 
Coordinator Daryl Files at 315-449-3552, ext. 208 or email her at dfiles@interfaithworkscny.org. 

InterFaith Works is seeking to fill two current job openings. A full-time Accountant is needed to 
provide assistance in the operation of the agency's finance department. Areas of responsibilities 
include accounts payable, accounts receivable, statement preparation and financial reporting to 
funding agencies.

InterFaith's Center for New Americans is also hiring a part-time ESL and Citizenship 
Teacher. The successful candidate will work with refugees and Cuban Entrants, all of whom are legal 
permanent residents of the U.S., to assist them in their journey towards becoming American citizens.

Latin American Mission Partnership trip to Campeche, Mexico February 2019
The Latin American Mission Partnership (LAMP) is a mission initiative within the Cayuga-Syracuse 
Presbytery since 2004.  A new mission trip is planed for February 19 to 26, leaving from Syracuse NY.  
For information and the application call Northminster Presbyterian at 315-458-0393.  Application 
form is due November 15.  They are looking to fill out the complement of 14 youth and adult volunteers
with people from across the Presbytery.

Samaritan Center Meal Service Monday December 31, 2018
Save the date for Monday, December 31 as our next church meal service date at the Samaritan Center. 
 Look for a sign up sheet on the mission board in the sanctuary.  We'll need the full complement of 
volunteers for this date.

Presbyterian Peace Network for Korea
At the October 21 mission committee meeting we accepted an invitation to join in a peacemaking effort
through PC USA YAVA coordinators Kurt and Hyeyoung Eslinger.  The Eslingers have visited LFPC in 
the recent past, and we as a church have supported the Korean partnership through Cayuga-Syracuse 
presbytery.  

This new and different initiative for LFPC gives us a chance to get more connected to the work that 
Korean Christians are doing for peace and ending the war in Korea. We will look for opportunities to 
participate as this network grows into the future.

October letter from PC USA Mission Co-Workers Charles and Melissa Johnson
The Johnsons wrote an update on their work in an October letter.  The letter says they will return to 
the USA from mid-June to October 2019 for an interpretation assignment, and we will try to get on 
their calendar for a return visit.

Phalaza, Zambia health clinic construction in partnership with Lexington Pres.Church 
(VA)-In October we received an invitation from Lexington Presbyterian Church (VA) to join in their 
effort to build a health clinic in Phalaza, Zambia.  We were contacted through common connection to 
PC USA mission co-workers Charles and Melissa Johnson who are based in Lundazi, Zambia.  

It was during their most recent US visit in 2018 that they spoke of an unmet need for a clinic in a place 
called Phalaza, where patients need to walk or bike 14 kilometers to the nearest existing clinic for care. 
In partnership with CCAP Zambia and the Zambia Ministry of Health, LexPres initiated clinic 
construction, and have reached out to other churches to join them in the clinic building effort.

  (cont’d on Page 5)
At the October 21 mission committee meeting we agreed to support the request with some remaining 
un-allocated dedicated mission funds, $300.  Rob will also be reaching out to LexPres mission team to 
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inquire about other potential unmet needs where we could partner with them in mission projects into 
2019. 
Respectfully submitted, Rob Santos

FRIENDS IN FAITH CHRISTMAS WREATH FUNDRAISER
Beautiful standard door size wreaths may be ordered Oct.28th through Monday, 
November 12th. Please us this tear-off to place your order.  Each fresh wreath is $17.00.
The preschool proceeds are 25% of sales and benefit the children who attend our Christian 
preschool.  Checks should be made payable to “Friends in Faith Christian Preschool.” 
Wreaths may be picked up on Sunday, November 25  th   after worship. If you have any 
questions, please contact Tracie Folley at 315-457-4090.

The Angel Tree program will run this year from November 18 to December 9. 
This program is a Salvation Army program to sponsor a needy person in our local area 
for Christmas. You can sponsor a needy person by either buying or making a gift for 
that person. Tags for needy people will be found on the Christmas tree that will be set 
up in the fellowship hall. When taking a tag from the tree please sign the log next to the 
tree (see instructions on back of tag). Your signature indicates that you are sponsoring 

that person. If you haven’t participated in this program in the past, please consider participating this 
year to help make Christmas a little brighter for someone in need. Thank you.

It is Our Church!
We have a beautiful church and it is our church! It also requires time and work from us to keep it 
beautiful and clean! Sunday November 18 is the second of our four cleaning events for the year.   
We will be cleaning the sanctuary to make it germ free and hospitable for the Advent season.  
We will be vacuuming deep in the pews, washing the pews, dusting the window sills and 
mopping the floor.  Working together, we should be finished within an hour. 
Please consider helping as "many hands make light work"!  We will need a few vacuums 
that have a crevice tool. All other supplies will be provided. If you can provide a vacuum, 
please let Leigh Anne know.

MAIL ON MONDAY!!!!
When you check the mailbox, do you always anticipate something that is not a bill, 
or junk mail or credit card offers?  Isn't it exciting when in the mail, there is a 
specially addressed card just for you? As we continue to expand our Caring Connection
 Ministry, think about being part of MAIL ON MONDAY!  All you need to do is:

1. Buy or make a few "thinking of you" cards 
2. Put stamps and your return address on the envelopes
3. Place cards, envelopes and the church directory all in a convenient spot  
4. Each Monday, write a card or two to someone you know at church or outside 
    of church that could use a bit of sunshine. If you are on the prayer chain, 
    suggested names will be given with the address.
5. Say a prayer for God's blessings for your cards and put in the mail!

November Birthdays
3 – Richard Henderson
4 – Sue Henderson
8 – Joe Choat
12 – Tommy Williams
13 – Leigh Anne Herd, Liza Thibault,   
               Karen Judge
17 – Laura Santos
18 – Al Rhines
24 – Evan Raitt, Tim Overend
26 – Ray Campbell
28 – Robyn Nelson
      (If anyone has been omitted from 
this list, please call the church office)

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
Canned Vegetables, Canned Fruit in juice or water 
(not syrup), 100% juice

Protein rich foods 7 grams per 
serving: Beans, Canned meats, Canned fish, Peanut 
butter

Bottle Drive
We are still collecting returnable cans and bottles for 
the preschool. There is a bin downstairs outside of 
Fellowship Hall to place your donations. Please rinse 
the cans and bottles out first. Thanks!

The Presbyterian Women/Elsie O’Neil Circle will be 
sponsoring EVERY 3rd Sunday of the month Coffee Hour 

with a Birthday Cake to celebrate ALL the Birthdays 
of the Current Month. All are welcome to come on 

Nov.18th and eat CAKE! 



LFPC Church Groups

Monday

CNY Photographers-Meets 6:30pm every third Monday of the Month at LFPC.  This month's
meeting is on Monday October 15th  in Fellowship Hall. All are welcome. 

Wednesday

-Pelotte’s Bible Study meets every other Wed. at 1:00 in the Library, Nov. 14  th   and 28  th  . 

-Women’s Bible Study-BFF’s meets the 2  nd   and 4  th   Wed. at 6:30 p.m.

Thursday  

-Choir has practice on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. In the Choir Room. Please join us! If you have any
questions, please contact David at djratlfpc@gmail.com. 

-Presbyterian Women's Group, Ladies of the Church, All are invited to join our Presbyterian
Women's Group, every third Thursday in Fellowship Hall @ 12:30. Bring a brown bag lunch & your

Study Books. Refreshments, potato chips & great Fellowship will be provided. EVERYONE IS
WELCOME. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me @ 315-247-9304. -Coleen Clapper

Friday

Fay’s Small Group meets the 1  st   and 3  rd   Friday of each month at their home for Bible Study

Saturday

Young Parent’s Group, parents of small children, meets the 3  rd   Saturday of Each month at 9 a.m.

The Church Office will be CLOSED
Thursday Nov. 22nd and Friday Nov. 23rd     for Thanksgiving
  

Hanging of the Greens
For your calendar: The annual Hanging of the Greens is Sunday, December 2, 3:00-6:00.

If you are new to our church, this is an annual event in our church where we decorate the sanctuary
for Christmas, frost cookies, make Christmas ornaments, work on a mission project, eat a pizza 

dinner and celebrate with Christmas carols in the decorated sanctuary. This event is for our entire
church congregation and is one of the most special times in the year!  

The December 2018     Newsletter Deadline is Tuesday November 20th by     12     noon. 
Please get all articles and pictures into the church office by 11/20. You may call Heather at 457-3161 
or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com.  
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