
October 2018

Every Sunday we read writings which are 2000-4000 years old. Many of us read these daily and 
receive great comfort, guidance, insight and the occasional dope slap. (And we thank God for all of 
these gifts!) So many things have changed in life over the millennia since these were written. Scientific 
tools opened up the stars as well as our DNA for study. The migration of people has made cultures 
more diverse and rich. New political sensibilities led us to question why people can’t govern 
themselves instead of having a king. Technology and engineering advances outpace everything else; so 
that our great-grandparents would have recognized Moses’ day-to-day life more than ours. 
But despite all the changes, we are still wondering the same things. What is happening when a
baby locks eyes with me and smiles? What makes me more than just a complex collection of 
cells? Why is there so much bad in the world? Why is there so much good in the world? Where
is all this going? What accounts for awe? “Who made the grasshopper . . . who is eating sugar 
out of my hand with jaws that go back and forth in stead of up and down?” What is my 
responsibility to all the other people who wonder all these same questions? How do I live 
faithfully, with integrity to the image of God in me and others? 

The stories of scripture reflect human pondering and wrestling with these questions. They 
also a record of how God has guided and directed through actions, words, and events. We 
affirm these writings are the word of the Lord. Instead of it being the “final word” this 
affirmation invites us to a rich conversation with one another and God. It invites us to see that
our current story is a continuation of these stories in scripture—a story journeying home. T. S.
Eliot, a poet and a Christian, wrote of the human soul, “We shall not cease from exploration, 
and the end of all our exploring will be to arrive where we started and know the place for the 
first time.”

In our Sunday sermons we are exploring the stories of our beginnings through the book of 
Genesis. This fall we are offering two opportunities to learn more about how read these 
stories. The first one on November 4 will take a look at the contemporary and historical 
“tools” we have to understand scripture in its historic context and also to have it form our way 
of living in our context. The second class on December 9 is identifying the themes running 
through scripture that will help in reading its various parts. I hope you will plan on making a 
point to attend these teaching times. 

Peace and grace,
Pastor Garrett

 Faith Classes   at LFPC

Classes, Times and Teachers
Adults-- 9:00   (Joe and Mary Gorman) Youth (grades 8-12)--  11:30-12:30 (Bill Newell)

Juniors (grades 4-7)--   9:00 (Leigh Anne Herd) Elementals (grades K-3) --  9:00 (Pam and Jerry Carges)

Tiny Footsteps (ages 2-4)    9:30 (once a month, Tracie)                                                          (cont’d on Page 2)



Faith Class     Sessions

Session 1 (Sept 9-Sept 30) Session 2 (Oct 14- Nov 18) Session 3 (Dec 2-Dec 23)

Session 4 (Jan 6- Feb 10) Session 5 (Mar 3-April 7) Session 6 (April 28-May 19)

Adult Education Opportunities
A series of Reading the Bible classes/discussions will be held the next few months. You are invited to come to any
or all gatherings after worship. The classes are not contingent although they are sequential.  Bagels and coffee 
will be provided and gathering time will be an hour to an hour and a half.  Child care will be provided if needed.

Nov. 4  Reading the Bible Part 2- "Using Your Whole Brain" led by Garrett

Dec. 9. Reading the Bible Part 3- "Connecting the Dots" led by Garrett

October Mission Minutes:
   Support LFPC Partnership with Liverpool Blessing in a Backpack
Team up with other Liverpool churches to provide simple healthy food items on school weekends to 
elementary students at Seymour Dual Language Academy in Syracuse city schools. For now through 
end of October we have been asked to donate:

Granola/Breakfast Bars (No Peanuts) (Variety  - All Brands)
In November/ December we rotate with the other Liverpool churches to 
donate:
Mac & Cheese cups (Any Brand)
Grey collection bins are labeled with Blessings in a Backpack in fellowship hall and back of the 
sanctuary.

PC USA Peace and Global Witness Offering
This is the season of peace on our PC USA calendar.  We are encouraged to cast off anxiety and 
fear, discord and division, and embrace God's reconciling mission around the world.  As part of 
the season, PC USA collects a special offering called the Peace and Global Witness Offering. 

The Peace & Global Witness Offering draws Presbyterians together and provides education and 
exposure to those who show us how to do this work well. It allows usto create resources for 
dealing with conflict and nurturing reconciliation, and stand in support of our global sisters and 
brothers, because the peace of Christ belongs to people everywhere. 

We keep 37.5% of the collection to decide how we want to advance peacemaking in our local 
community.  Please note checks written for this offering with 'Peace Offering' or 'Peacemaking' 
in the memo line.  We will dedicate the offering on world communion Sunday October 7, 2018, 
but we will collect through October.

(cont’d on Page 3)

http://specialofferings.pcusa.org/peace-global.html


Greater Syracuse CROP Hunger Walk
The Greater Syracuse CROP Hunger walk is Sunday October 21, 2018 at Willow Bay 
Onondaga Lake Park.  Registration 12:30 pm, Walk at 1 p.m.  For more information and to 
register for the event see:  https://www.crophungerwalk.org/syracuseny/

Respectfully submitted, 
Rob Santos

Friends in Faith Preschool
A Blessing for the Friends-in-Faith Preschool Playground

September 29, 2018

From the beginning, God placed his creations in gardens. In those outdoor places the first children of 
God playfully named the animals, enjoying the cool of the trees, grew in stature and wisdom.

In play children . . .
     experience that their bodies are wonderfully and awesomely made
     learn to share and to love
     give expression to their imagination and the ability to see beyond the eye’s reach
     learn that many hurts are healed with “I’m sorry” and “let’s play together”

By our presence and the openness of our hearts to one another we pronounce blessing upon this space 
within these walls:
     May all within this space feel the breath of the Spirit blowing new life.
     Within these walls let there be safety to take risks
     Within these walls may love and friendship rule
     Within these walls may understanding and sharing abound

May all within these walls know the smile, welcome, and protection of Jesus Christ.

Pictures below from the Friends in Faith- Playground Dedication

 
Thank You Note

Thank you to Louise, Lynda, Nancy and Pastor Garrett, 
who filled in for me while I was out having surgery. 
Thank you to everyone from LFPC who sent me and my 
family their prayers, good thoughts and great food! It 
was very much appreciated. -Heather, Colin and Ti 
Brown-McConnell

CNY PhotographersMeets 6:30pm every 
third Monday of the Month at LFPC.  This 

month's meeting is on Monday October 
15th in Fellowship Hall.  All are welcome. 

https://www.crophungerwalk.org/syracuseny/


KITCHEN MINISTRY 
by Leigh Anne Herd and Linda Newell

Thank you for filling the pantry for our new kitchen ministry. Six meals went out to members of our 
congregation in the month of September. We are almost ready to open the kitchen ministry to all our 
members for cooking and baking. We are in need of multiples of the following items in order to 
completely fill the pantry:

16oz. Bags of Chocolate Chips   Reynolds Wrap 16 oz. Boxes of Ziti
16 oz. Box of Pasta Shells Bags of Flaked Coconut 8oz Bags of Noodles
8oz Cans of Tomato Sauce Canisters of Oatmeal Ketchup                                             
14oz Sweetened Condensed Milk 20oz Can of Crushed Pineapple

Flowers in the Sanctuary were given:
 -On Sept. 9- in celebration of Pat Gallagher’s and Beth Larson’s 20th Wedding Anniversary
 
 -On Sept. 23- from Roberta Marks in memory of her mom, Betty Marks,who passed away one year 
ago on September 22nd.

LFPC Church Groups

Be the Choir Choir practices on Thursdays at 7:00 p.m. In the Choir Room. Please join us!
If you have any questions, please contact David at djratlfpc@gmail.com. 

The Men's Group is going to change this year with fewer gatherings. The meetings will be related directly to 
projects around the church or in the community. All men welcome! See Rick Pelotte for details

Presbyterian Women- Elsie O'Neil Circle, meets next on Thursday     October 18th     at 12:30 p.m. for 
lunch and fellowship in the Library. All ladies welcome!

SEMI-ANNUAL RUMMAGE &     BAKE SALE- OCTOBER 26 & 27, 2018

ALL MONIES GENERATED FROM OUR SALE WILL HELP SUPPORT OUR CHURCH, LOCAL AND 
WORLDWIDE MISSIONS.  SPONSORED BY the Presbyterian Women-Elsie O'Neil Circle

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO HELP SUPPORT THIS PROJECT:

 1. Fill a bag of gently used clothing and bring it to the Fellowship Hall.

 2. Fill a box of knick-knacks, dishes etc. and bring it to the Fellowship Hall.

 3. Bake goodies for the sale.*

 4. Sign up for the set up on Wednesday, October 24 after 2 p.m. or Thursday, October 25 from 9 a.m.
to noon.

 5. Sign up to work at the sale on Friday, October     26     from     9 to 3 or Saturday, October 27     from 9 to 
noon  .

 6. Sign up for clean up after the sale on Saturday, October 27 from noon-3PM.  (Men are always 
needed for the clean up)

*Anyone who wants to bake for the Bake Sale will be greatly appreciated.  Goodies can be brought to the kitchen 
and placed in the freezer if it is before the sale.  Clearly mark the items as goodies for the Bake Sale.  Include your
name or initials and sign the book on the table.

 Items for the Rummage Sale may be brought in anytime and placed in the far right of the Fellowship Hall. 
Unfortunately, we are unable to accept any SHOES or BOOKS.  Please consider helping.   If you have 
any questions, please feel free to contact Coleen Clapper at 315-247-9304 or Nancy Putman at 315-635-3433.

mailto:djratlfpc@gmail.com


 The November 2018     Newsletter Deadline is Tuesday October 23rd by     12     noon.  
Please get all articles and pictures into the church office by 10/23. You may call Heather
at 457-3161 or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com.  

Copyright © 2018 Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, All rights reserved. 

Thank you to everyone for helping clean chairs 
on Sunday Sept. 30th.  (You may be seated.) 

October Birthdays
3 – Julie Smith
4 – Rick Pelotte, Cyndi Signorelli
7 – Libby Williams
8 – Ed Fauler
9 – Everly Beerman
16 – Sam Anderson, Gwendolen Matt
17 – Owen Matt
20 – Bill Putman
25 – Samantha Gallagher

(If anyone has been omitted from this list, 
please call the church office)

Food Pantry Needs
Just a gentle reminder that as you shop for the food 
pantry consider purchasing 
lots of fruits and vegetables. Foods with 7 grams of 
protein are considered “protein”.

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
  Canned Vegetables, Canned Fruit in juice or water (not 
syrup), 100% juice

  Protein rich foods 7 grams per serving: Beans, Canned 
meats, Canned fish, Peanut butter

Bottle Drive
We are still collecting returnable cans and 
bottles for the preschool. There is a bin 
downstairs outside of Fellowship Hall to 
place your donations. Please rinse the cans 
and bottles out first. Thanks!

The Presbyterian Women/Elsie O’Neil Circle will be sponsoring the 3rd 
Sunday of the month Coffee Hour with a Birthday Cake to celebrate ALL  the 
Birthdays of the Current Month. All are welcome to come on Oct. 21st and 
eat CAKE!

Attend an Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group
Join an Alzheimer’s Association support group and learn how the power of your peers can help you 
navigate your journey. We meet the 2nd Saturday at 11 a.m. at LFPC. Facilitators: Florence Felt & 
Skip Collins. For more information, call (315) 472-4201.


