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How many times have you heard or said when looking at a child you haven't seen in a while, "Look 
how big she is!"  We all know that kids are hardwired to grow up physically and yet we are filled with 
wonder when we see it.  Growing up spiritually is less hard-wired and more mysterious. There are 
times when I've seen how someone has matured and I'm still in wonder (although I don't tend to 
exclaim look how much you've matured!)

In Paul's letter to the Ephesians he wrote that the destiny of the body of Christ (as a whole and in all its
parts) is "to grow up into him who is the head, that is Christ."  This summer we will explore in 
scripture what a maturing spirituality looks like.  I don't know exactly where we will go....its kind of 
like making a path by walking it....but I expect that one of the things we will find is that there is no 
little amount of paradox in it. For instance, we mature and yet become more childlike, loss and 
humiliation become ways of finding ourselves, in choosing God's desires we are choosing our own, that
as conviction grows we become more open to others.

We all have a lot of growing up to do!

Peace and grace,
Pastor Garrett

What Happened on May 20?

By Leigh Anne Herd and Tracie Folley

On May 20, many of us walked in the neighborhoods surrounding our church for the Walk of Faith.
 The Holy Spirit guided our footsteps and thoughts. It would have been easy to walk with an attitude of
judgement and criticism or with an agenda for fixing what we determined was broken.  However, 
because we walked with the Spirit, we were able to just walk and observe. Some groups walked around 
the village, some went to the north side of Syracuse in the neighborhood of Westminster Presbyterian, 
some went to the new location for Isaiah’s Table, and some went to the area where many New 
Americans live.  It was a drizzly day, but people were out and about and traffic was busy.

What did we see?  Some of us saw beautiful homes and yards. Some of us saw homes with broken glass
or boarded windows. Some of us saw people walking down the street, some of us saw little corner delis 
that were busy, some of us saw cats, dogs, flowers and trees. All of us saw people of different 
backgrounds and races. One group saw a church that was loud and vibrant. Another group was invited 
into a church to share Communion. All of us felt grateful for the blessings of our own homes, no matter
what our experience was on this walk.

We came back to the church for discussion and lunch.  During the discussion, people were very excited
to share what they observed on the walk.  The children expressed sadness at homes that had broken 
windows, but were excited at seeing various pets in yards. One group saw a man who was disabled 
walking with a cane up a hill.  He was looking down, but when we said “good morning”, he looked up 
and gave a smile that was so beautiful, the group was blessed. There were many stories just like this 
where we felt the Spirit with us as we exchanged simple hellos with our neighbors.

(cont’d on Page 2)



So what did we gain from doing this? We recognize in ourselves the desire to categorize and judge but 
when doing so, we are using our own criteria and limited perspective which is not what God wants us 
to do.  There is an overall feeling we have of not being connected with our neighbors and a desire to 
“bridge” this lack of connection. 

So now what?  We are commanded by Jesus to love our neighbors.  This walk was just the beginning of
recognizing who are neighbors are.  Just the beginning….

Sunday June     10 is our Church Picnic! The picnic will take place immediately                       
following the church service. The Deacons will provide hamburgers and hotdogs,                                  
rolls,  condiments, drinks, and entertainment! Please bring you own chair(s),                                     
reusable place settings/utensils for your family members, and a food dish to pass.                                       
There is a sign-up sheet in the back of the sanctuary to indicate what side dish or                                        
dessert you want to bring. If you have any further questions contact Becky Krebs                                         
or Marianne VanHoute. 

            Annual Friends in Faith Plant Sale   

It was a rainy day on May 19th but we had a successful sale!

Baby News
-On May 30th we had the pleasure of welcoming Barrett Kyle Hysack into the world. He was 9 lbs
6 oz and 23" long. Lindsey was very content and happy after such a long day, Barrett was born about
6:00 pm. Linda and I had a long day as well but we too are content and happy, rest assured that 
Grandpa Jack declares that he is beautiful and perfect! 

Thanks all for the prayers and kindness, 
Jack & Linda Raitt

-On May 13th, Margaret Kathryn Gouger was Baptized at Liverpool First.  

Friends in Faith 
Preschool 

We are now accepting 
preschool applications 

for the 2018-2019 
school year.If you are 

interested or have questions 
please contact Tracie  at 

315-457-4090.
We have LIMITED spots 
available for the 2 and 4 
year old program. Call 

today!



Crafters with a Mission-Artisan Fair 

Thanks to all who attended our First Artisan Fair!

Special Music 
The Choir is going on hiatus... Beginning on Sunday, 24 June, we will be in need of Special Music to 
replace the Choral Anthem during services.  Please consult with Steve and David and sign up for an 
opportunity to minister. The choir will return to Services on, or about 16 September, so there are many
opportunities to share your talents.  Thank you for your consideration!”

Liverpool Community Chorus Concerts
The Liverpool Community Chorus will be performing “Praise, Love, Peace” for your enjoyment on 
Saturday June 9th @ 7:30 pm and Sunday June 11th @ 3pm, both at Liverpool High School. 
Cost is just $12 for adults, free for kids 18 and under. 

MEMORIAL SUNDAY GERANIUMS

In Memory of:                                                                   Given by:

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Ferguson...........................................Paul Ferguson

Loved Ones.............................................................................Rick & Louise Pelotte

Family members who have served this country and all veterans
                                                                .......................................The Carges Family

Relatives, friends and teachers..............................................David Rudari

Lt Joseph D. Gallagher...........................................................Patrick Gallagher

Bob & Betty Marks, with love from your daughter................Roberta Marks

Dick & Ella Kline, Phil & Delores Podd..................................Susan & John Kline

Our service men and women..................................................The Putmans

In Honor of:                                                                     Given by:

Reno & Jane Rudari..............................................................David Rudari

All who serve today and who have served............................The Putmans

Those who have lost their lives in service to our country....Tim & Karen Fay

Floral Offering
If anyone would like to share some flowers from their garden during the summer,

we would appreciate their offering on Sunday mornings. Thank you! 



The Men's Group   meets the   1st and 3rd Saturday of each month   in the church coffee shop at
8:30 a.m. We meet for prayer and fellowship. The group takes part in many community service

projects. All men welcome! 

CNY Photographers
Meets 6:30pm every third Monday of the Month at LFPC. This month's meeting is on

Monday      June 18th      in Fellowship Hall. All are welcome. 

The Elsie O'Neil Circle 
meets next on Thursday June 21st at 12:30 p.m. in Fellowship Hall.  

 

Dear Congregation Family,
 

The Elsie O’Neil circle would like to send a heartfelt thankyou to all who helped set-up, take down, 
work at and last but certainly not least those of you who came to buy at our Spring rummage sale. We 
had a very nice turnout, and made a healthy monetary return. It is  a good time to remind everyone 
that whatever funds are made, all of it is used to help different local charities as well as contributing to 
needs within our own church.
 
I realize that the spring flowers are just beginning to bloom, and we can enjoy the birds singing in the 
morning and if we are really lucky, watching the growth of new baby bunnies , ducklings  and more. 
However I do need to remind everyone that during annual spring cleaning, it is a good time to start 
thinking of our annual FALL rummage sale.
 
Now, don’t throw things at the messenger.
 
Seriously, if, when you are tidying closets filled with outgrown winter clothes, Christmas decorations 
you have grown tired of and/or out dated kitchen utensils we will gladly accept them, in reasonable 
condition.
 
We have decided to make a trial change in the Fall. We are going to set-up for the sale on Wednesday 
and Thursday, have the main sale on Friday from 9-3 as usual, then have the 3$ bag sale on Sat. from 
9-12, with clean-up to follow. We are hoping this will work smoothly, and it will, especially if we are 
fortunate enough to have many helpful volunteers.
 
In closing, the Elsie O’Neil circle appreciates how much help you give by patronizing our yearly sales. 
We are able to help the least of us, knowing it is as Jesus expected from those capable of reaching out.
 
The Elsie O’Neil Circle  

Our New Officers to be ordained and 
installed on June 10:

Elders:    Jack Raitt, Tim Fay, Linda Hook

Deacons: Marianne VanHoute 1 year, Simon 
VanHoute youth deacon 1 year,Linda Newell 
3 years, Leigh Anne Herd 3 years, Ben Kittle 
2 years

Congregation members to 2018-19 
Nominating Committee: Linda Everts, 
Eileen DeGroff

On June 10, as part of our worship service, we 
will be building a prayer tree outside our church 
doors. We have rainbow wind twisters purchased 

by the mission committee, that are in honor of 
various organizations who care for our 

community. We will put the twisters up at the end 
of the service and pray for each of these 

organizations. We will continue our prayers for 
the work of these organizations and their staff 
throughout the summer. The purpose of this 

prayer tree is to be a visible reminder to those 
who work to care for our community and the 

desire we have to be connected with them through 
Jesus. We have sent a letter to these organizations 

letting them know they are being prayed for by 
Liverpool First Presbyterian Church. 



The Church Office will be CLOSED 

on June 8th and Friday June 22nd.

Pastor Garrett will be away:
Friday June 15-Thursday June 21st.

The July 2018     Newsletter Deadline is Monday June 25th by 12 noon. 
Please get all articles and pictures into the church office by 6/25  .  

You may call Heather at 457-3161 or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com.
She is in the office Monday-Friday from 9:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m. 

ARE YOU A DEMENTIA CAREGIVER? 

Attend an Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group

Do you feel like you’re all alone? Would you like to learn from others dealing with the same challenges as 
you? Support groups provide emotional, educational and social support for caregivers. 

Join an Alzheimer’s Association support group and learn how the power of your peers can help you navigate
your journey. We meet the 2nd Saturday at 11 a.m. at LFPC. Facilitators: Florence Felt & Skip 
Collins. For more information, call (315) 472-4201.

Community Events and Info:

The Duck Race to End Racism will be held on Saturday June 9th at Syracuse’s Inner Harbor,
390 W. Kirkpatrick St. The FREE family festival is from 12-4 p.m. and is hosted by  InterFaith Works.

There will be crafts and activities for all ages. For fees to enter the corporate duck race see:
www.interfaithworkscny.org.

*************************************************************************************
The Open Table FREE Community Meal will be held at St. Matthew’s Episcopal  Church, 900

Vine St. Liverpool, SUNDAY June 24th from 4-6p.m.  If you would like  to donate a dessert item
or volunteer at the community event, please call the church office at 315-457-4633. 

Copyright © 2018 Liverpool First Presbyterian Church, All rights reserved. 

Remember the Food Pantry
Just a gentle reminder that as you shop for the food 
pantry consider purchasing lots of fruits and 
vegetables. Foods with 7 grams of protein are 
considered “protein”.

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
-Canned Vegetables, -Canned Fruit in juice or 
water (not syrup), -100% juice
Protein rich foods 7 grams per serving: -Beans, -
Canned meats, -Canned fish, -Peanut butter

June Birthdays
3– Debbie Copp 9 – Frank DeGroff
12 – Brian Everts, John Kline   
14 – Marianne VanHoute
15 – Fletcher Smith
17 – Adam Herd
19 – Christina, Elizabeth and Julia DeGroff
22– Mirabella Beerman, David Rudari
27 – Jessica Copp, Roberta Marks
28 – Linda Raitt
30 – Mary Anderson

(If anyone has been omitted from this list,  
please call the church office)

Bottle Drive
We are still collecting returnable cans and bottles for the preschool. There is a bin downstairs outside 

of Fellowship Hall to place your donations. Please rinse the cans and bottles out first. Thanks!


