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Though you have not seen him, you love him; and even though you do not see him now, you believe 
in him and are filled with an inexpressible and glorious joy, for you are receiving the end result of 
your faith—the salvation of your souls.  (1 Peter 1:8,9)

As I write the sky is gray and the season we are in I call "still winter". Thursday with its shadows and 
betrayal, Friday's cross, and Saturday's silent grave are still to come. This morning I asked God for the 
grace of joy. In my experience joy comes as a surprise. The verses above about joy come directly after 
saying that the followers of Christ suffer grief and trials. I don't think that joy just comes AFTER these.
 There is some way that grief and trials prepare us to be surprised by joy.  To paraphrase the verse, "joy
is kind of hard to put into words." Nevertheless, we know joy when it comes. 

Like the churches reading this letter from Peter we have not witnessed the resurrection or the risen 
Jesus.  But our joy is not dependent on that. Joy comes when we live in faith, hope, and love through 
grief, trials, and bearing one another's burdens. Joy is our lived experience of the salvation that Christ 
has won for us.

Its not too early to wish you, Blessed Easter! May God give you the grace of JOY!

Peace and grace,
Pastor Garrett

Holy Week Schedule

March 29- Maundy Thursday          7:00 p.m. Worship

March 30- Good Friday         12:00 p.m. Ecumenical Worship at St. Joseph the Worker Liverpool

April 1-      Easter Sunday          10:15 a.m. Worship

SONRISE
On Saturday March 24, families from the church and the preschool

gathered to celebrate the Risen Son.  



April Mission Minutes:

THANK YOU to MobilePack Participants!
Thank you to all who participated in the Feed My Starving Children Mobile 

Pack events March 21-24, 2018 at the Vineyard Church! At the Friday evening event 
we helped pack 177 boxes over the two hours of high energy movement, laughter, and fun. 

Enough for over 38,000 meals to children in need. Here is a photo of the LFPC crew:

Clean Sweep Collection for Center for New Americans
As we resettle our New American friends, we want to ensure that each apartment is equipped with the

tools needed to keep their home clean and safe. Would you help us in welcoming our newly arriving
families by participating in "Clean SWEEP"?

As part of Clean SWEEP, we are collecting: 
Mops and buckets Brooms and dustpans Packs of sponges
Toilet brushes Bottles of all-purpose cleaner spray Dish soap
Laundry detergent Light bulbs Paper towels (2)    
Tissues (2)

Please contact: Daryl Files, Volunteer and Donor Coordinator- 315-449-3552 ext. 208
Cash donations are also accepted. Kindly mail checks to:
InterFaith Works 1010 James Street, Syracuse, 13203 (Please designate Center for New Americans).

Health Care Supplies Needed for Refugees
The Center for New Americans would appreciate donations of the following health care supplies 
needed for refugees:

Raised toilet seats Reachers         Bed railings
Wheelchairs Walkers                     Canes
Shower benches/chairs Tub transfer benches         Sock assist aids
Bed mobility assist rails Bed wedges         Pill organizers
Grab bars Toilet safety rail         Handheld shower heads
Adjustable height tilt over bed tables         Footstools or stepstool with handrails
Electronic blood pressure monitors and cuffs         Raised toilet seats with handles

To make a donation, please contact Genevieve Marshall, mental health and wellness coordinator, 
at gmarshall@interfaithworkscny.org or 315-449-3552, ext. 206. (cont’d on Page 3)



A Thank You Note from CCAP Zambia
Dear Sir,

Greetings from CCAP Synod of Zambia. I would like to thank you for the beds, mattresses and blankets
given to our clinics through our Healthy department. It has made our evangelism be complimented 
through your assistance. We value the gifts given to us and were given to the two clinics with joy. We 
hope this will go a long way.

Through your kind donation, CCAP will be doing the work in Lundazi with joy and many people will be
able to give a testimony. I indeed thank you so much for this precious gift, your support and 
partnership is highly valued.

Thank you,
Rev Sevatt Kabaghe
General Secretary CCAP Synod of Zambia

H  elp Vanderkamp raise funds for Fellowship Hall
Bill and Penny James have made an urgent appeal for funds to restore Fellowship Hall on the

Vanderkamp campus.  They are seizing the opportunity given them by nature to go beyond resolution
of a current maintenance concern impacting all aspects of Vanderkamp’s outdoor ministry. The goal is
to renovate and modernize Fellowship Hall to meet current and future needs; transforming this space

into a suitable and welcoming place for worship, indoor sports and games, meetings, and more.
See the full article and donate link at: www.vk.org or call 315-675-3651.

Presbytery Youth Summer Mission
Camillus/Syracuse, June 24 to June 30, 2018.  400+ youth from around our country and adult leaders 

will help with home repairs at no cost for elderly, disabled, and disadvantaged people living in the
Camillus/Syracuse area. Work crews will typically serve the same resident for the entire trip, creating

an environment where meaningful relationships can develop. Most projects will be designed to be
completed during the trip, allowing your group to experience the satisfaction of a job well done. Youth

will serve the needs of others through projects such as interior and exterior painting, building or
repairing porches and wheelchair ramps, building or repairing steps, weatherization, and other home
repairs. No skills are needed, just passion! Read more about the project and how you can get involved

see the bulletin board at church or call 1-844-258-9616 or email info@groupmissiontrips.com.

Respectfully submitted, 
Rob Santos

RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE NEWS

SAVE THE DATE – APRIL 28, SATURDAY,   RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE

Do you have spring fever and have started your spring cleaning? Out with the old and in with the new. 
What about those knick knacks that are in the cupboards? 

We have set the date for our SPRING SALE & we are depending on you for: gently worn clothing, small
appliances, decorator items, toys and dishes etc. Set these items aside and you will be ready when we 
begin collecting. We will not be accepting used shoes or books this year.  There is also a need for 
bakers, so consider making something delicious for the sale.  We need many hands to sort the items, 
work the day of the sale and clean up after it is over.  (men helping is always appreciated). 

  If you have never been a part of this ministry, please think about helping.  We would like very much 
to have you join us.  If you have any questions, please contact the church office at 315-457-3161. All 
monies raised go towards local and global missions. 

mailto:info@groupmissiontrips.com
tel:18442589616


The Elsie O'Neil Circle meets next on Thursday April 19th at 12:30 p.m.
for lunch and fellowship in Fellowship Hall. All Ladies are Welcome to join us!

April 8th, the Sunday after Easter, we will have one of our informal worship services in the
fellowship hall instead of in the sanctuary. There will be a time for people to request a hymn, offer a
devotional thought, or share a way in which you have the presence of the Resurrected Jesus in your

life.  The preschool angel choir will also be sharing with us their gift of song!  Afterwards we will
continue our church study of we listen to, see, and bless the community around us. 

Crafters with a Mission-Artisan Fair
A group of LFPC members are putting together an Artisan Fair to be held Saturday,    

May 19.  That is the same day as our annual plant sale for  Friends in Faith Preschool. We hope to 
hold the event outdoors ~ weather permitting.

If you are a crafter and would like to join in the fun, please start making and saving up your 
handiwork ( all types welcome) and become part of our Mission.   Our only exclusions will be edible or 
topical items as we don’t want any allergy issues!      The fee of $20 to enter the show and get a table to 
show your wares will all go to supplement the funds of   Friends in Faith  !   

Each crafter will price and sell their items during the 9:00 - 2:00 show.  We are sure to have a 
wonderful variety of craft items from all our talented crafters.  We’ll feature home made cards, jewelry,
knit and crochet items, watercolor paintings, handmade soaps, paper crafting, quilted items, tote bags,
zippered pouches and more.   We hope to also add some woodworkers/ metalworkers and 
photographers………. all handmade items are welcome! If you are interested, please contact Lisa 
Bricault (315-715-4303) by May 5  th or call the church office to get a registration form mailed to you.

Annual Friends in Faith Plant Sale   
Save the Date for Saturday, May 19th from 9:00 a.m. - 2:00 p.m. in the church

parking lot. We will have beautiful hanging baskets and flats of flowers to brighten your yard. 

Honoring Chris Schauer 
Due to the generosity of our church family with offerings, a generous memorial fund, and a 
successful program, we have the funds to add on to our play yard and replace pieces of 
equipment.  We are putting together a new and improved play yard for our preschool children 
and our own young children of the church.  A dedication of the play yard in honor of Chris will
be celebrated with our combined LFPC and FIF families on Saturday, May 5 from 11-12. 
Rain date will be May 6 from 1-2.  We hope you can come and honor our dear sister, Chris 
Schauer, on this very special day.

Friends in Faith Preschool 
We are now accepting preschool applications for the 2018-2019 school year. If you are

interested or have questions please contact Tracie or Leigh Anne at 315-457-4090.
We have Limited spots available for the 2 and 4 year old program. Call today!

We mourn the loss of Beverly “Bev” Graf. She passed peacefully and without 
pain on Palm Sunday afternoon in Massachusetts where she moved after her 
husband Bob’s death. She became a member of Liverpool First in 1973. Plans are 
underway for a memorial service for Bev to be held here later in the spring. 
Details will come later. Thanks be to God who leads us in a triumphal procession!



Thank You

Our Annual Palm Sunday Pancake Breakfast was a success! Thanks to all who helped and attended. 
The Men's Group helped with the cooking and the Youth helped serve and clean-up. About $275 was 
raised for the Youth Triennium event. 

The Men's Group meets the 1st and 3rd Saturday of each month in the church coffee
shop at 8:30 a.m. We meet for prayer and fellowship. The group takes part in many community

service projects. All men welcome to join us. See Rick for details! 

April Birthdays
6 – Marissa Everts, Sara Signorelli

8 – Courtney Robenolt

11 – Rick VanHoute

17 – Susan Kline, Mike Cirillo

30 – Jennifer Campbell

(If anyone has been omitted from this list, 

please call the church office)

The May 2018 Newsletter Deadline is     Friday April 20th by 12 noon. Heather is in
the office Monday-Friday from 9:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m Please get all articles and pictures into

the church office by 4/20. You may call Heather at 315-457-3161 or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com.  

ARE YOU A DEMENTIA CAREGIVER?
Attend an Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group

Do you feel like you’re all alone? Would you like to learn from others dealing with the same 
challenges as you? Support groups provide emotional, educational and social support for caregivers.

Join an Alzheimer’s Association support group and learn how the power of your peers can help you 
navigate your journey. We meet the 2nd Saturday at 11 a.m. at LFPC. Facilitators: Florence Felt 
& Skip Collins. For more information, call (315) 472-4201.
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CNY Photographers meet 6:30pm every 
third Monday of the Month at LFPC. This 

month's meeting is on Monday April 16th

in Fellowship Hall. All are welcome. 

From the Church Office:

The Office will be CLOSED 

Mon. April 23rd to Wed. 

April 25th. We will re-open on 

Thursday April 26th!

Please drop off any gently used men’s boots 
for Isaiah’s Table in the laundry basket in the 

narthex. Thank you for your donation!

Remember the 
Food Pantry

Just a gentle reminder that as 
you shop for the food pantry 
consider purchasing lots of 
fruits and vegetables. Foods 
with 7 grams of protein are 
considered protein. Please 
drop off any items in the 
baskets in the narthex. 


