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Frederick Buechner started out his career as a Presbyterian pastor before realizing that his real call was
a writer. His readings of scripture and theological themes are imaginative and poetic. In his book The 
Magnificent Defeat he writes about the wisemen who visited the baby Jesus by following the star.
   "The stars said simply that he would be born.  It was another voice altogether that said to go—a voice 
as deep within ourselves as the stars are deep within the sky.                                                                             

   "But why did we go?  I could not tell you now, and I could not have told you then, not even as we 
were in the very process of going. . . . Curiosity, I suppose: to be wise is to be eternally curious and we 
were very wise.  We wanted to see for ourselves this One before who even the stars are said to bow 
down. To see perhaps if it was really true because even the wise have their doubts.  And longing. 
Longing. Why will a  man who is dying of thirst crawl miles across sands as hot as fire at simply the 
possibility of water? But if we longed to receive, we longed also to give. Why will a man labor and 
struggle all todays of his life so that in the end he has something to give the one he loves? . . . 
   "I will tell you two terrible things. What we saw on the face of the new-born child was his death.  A 
fool could have seen it as well. It sat on his head like a crown  or a bat, this death that he would die. 
And we saw, as sure as the earth beneath our feet, that to stay with him would be to share that death, 
and that is why we left—giving only our gift, withholding the rest.                                                                     

   "And now, brothers, I will ask you a terrible question and God knows I ask it also of myself.  Is the 
truth beyond all truths, beyond the stars, just this: that to live without him is the real death, that to die 
with him is the only life?"

As we soon leave the celebration of his birth and ready ourselves to take up this question of the 
wisemen, may we know the only life through the death of this Savior born for us.

Peace and grace,

Pastor Garrett

Hanging of The Greens 
Hanging of the Greens-- great success! We had 65 plus people come to join in the decorating of the 
sanctuary, frosting of 483 cookies, putting together 86 snack kits for Isaiah’s Table and making fun 
crafts. The Elementals put together 120 winter kits with their loose change collections for Samaritan 
Center. Carols in the sanctuary and a pizza dinner  completed the evening. 

It is always a lot of work preparing for this 
event, but it is so much fun and we are 
rewarded with the joy of working with our 
church family on this annual “Be the Church” 
event.  We also had three people who came 
for the first time and loved the event!



January Mission Minutes:

Bag of Blessings for Isaiah's Table THANK YOU

THANK YOU for the donations of healthy non-perishable food items for Isaiah'st Table! At the 
December 3 Hanging of the Greens event we packed them into 86 separate kits, and delivered to 
Isaiah's Table on December 9th.

Samaritan Center THANK YOU
THANK YOU to those who volunteered to serve at the Samaritan Center on Sunday Dec. 31, 2017.

MobilePack at Vineyard Church

Instead of LFPC hosting its own meal packing event Rob is looking to bring a larger group from 
LFPC to the  2018 Feed My Starving Children MobilePack event at the Vineyard Church. (Here is
a link to an explanatory video.) This event is staged in stacked two hour packing intervals over 
the weekend of March 21-24, 2018.   They have an impressive operation, and the facility to 
match.  The meals are packed in assembly lines while the raw material rice, soy, and dry 
vegetables are resupplied in a total high-energy team effort. 

The fundraising ask is about $50 per person per session.  Look for more information about this 
opportunity in the coming weeks.  

This is a really neat mission that requires no special skills and brings churches together across 
the region. Let's see if we can pick a common two-hour window on the Friday evening March 23 
where we can go as a group!   More will follow in the coming weeks.

Respectfully submitted,
Rob Santos

Bags of Blessings      
 Thank you to all for your donations of winter hats, healthy 
snacks  and personal care items for the Bags of Blessings mission 
for Isaiah’s Table. A total of 86 (!) one-gallon bags were 
gratefully received by the Isaiah’s Table community, many of 
whom are homeless or in danger of becoming so.  The bags of 
blessings were handed out at the Isaiah’s Table Christmas 
breakfast and worship service on Dec. 23. Because of your 
generosity, bags of items are still available to be handed out 
during the cold winter months ahead. Thanks again!

Angel Tree Program
I want to thank all who participated in the 2017 Angel Tree Program. 
Originally there were 90 tags placed on the tree in the fellowship hall. Eighty 
tags were taken from the tree and all but one of those tags was returned. We 
were able to match the remaining 10 tags with miscellaneous donated items.
A special thanks to Karen Judge and my wife Becky for their help with the 
inventory and packing needed prior to delivering the gifts to the Salvation 
Army. Thanks to Heather Brown for the nice work she did in keeping the 
church bulletin updated without much input from me.Also, a special thanks 
to Tom Ogden for providing transportation to transport the gifts to the 
Salvation Army drop off point.
Thanks again for everyone’s generous support. Your support will help the less 
fortunate share in the joy of Christmas. -John Krebs



From the Church Office: The Office will be CLOSED on Monday Jan. 1st for New Year's Day
and Monday Jan. 15th for Martin Luther King Jr. Day. 

 From the Elsie O’Neil Women’s Circle

The Elsie O’Neil Women’s Circle is made up of women from our congregation, who meet in Fellowship 
Hall, every third Thursday. We bring a brown bag lunch & someone brings a dessert. We also work on 
various Bible Studies, which are usually light, but informative.

Our group runs our bi-annual Rummage Sales. The next Rummage Sale is scheduled for April 28, 
2018. We have decided to NOT accept books or shoes. They simply don’t sell & they are a lot of work 
for us to tag & pack up, when not sold. People have asked for us to increase the sale to two days. At this
point in time, we’re asking for HELP, from the congregation. If we receive some additional help this 
coming Spring, the Fall 2018, we’ll extend the Rummage Sale to two days. Through our Rummage Sale
monies, we’re able to fund many charitable organizations. They include our own, Friend in Faith 
Preschool, Meals On Wheels, The Angel Tree, the Rescue Mission, Vera House & the Heifer 
International Organization. Giving an animal is like giving someone a small business, providing wool, 
milk, eggs and more. 

This year we are also making a large donation towards our new commercial size dishwasher. This is 
very exciting, since our kitchen is finally being updated with not only the dishwasher, but a new grease 
trap, and a new triple sink with a commercial sink hose sprayer. Our kitchen has needed this work 
done for years & will run much more efficiently & may lead to renting our space out in the future. 

On behalf of our Women’s Circle, we wish you a very Merry Christmas & a very Happy, Healthy New 
Year. Respectfully submitted, Coleen Clapper

Crafters with a Mission

A spring craft fair project is in the planning stages and we hope you will all join in the fun.    A group of
LFPC members are putting together a craft fair to be held Saturday, May 19.   That is the same day 
as our annual plant sale for the Friends in Faith group.   We hope to hold the event outdoors ~ weather
permitting.

If you are a crafter and would like to join in the fun, please start making and saving up your handiwork
( all types welcome) and become part of our Mission.   Our only exclusions will be edible or topical 
items as we don’t want any allergy issues!    The fees of $20 to enter the show and get a table to show 
your wares will all go to supplement the funds of Friends in Faith!   

Each crafter will price and sell their items during the 9:00 - 2:00 show.  We are sure to have a 
wonderful variety of craft items from all our talented crafters.   We’ll feature home made cards, 
jewelry, knit and crochet items, watercolor paintings, handmade soaps, paper crafting, quilted items, 
tote bags, zippered pouches and more.   We hope to also add some woodworkers / metalworkers and 
photographers………. all handmade items are welcome!

So, start creating and spend the winter months in preparation for the big Crafters with a Mission 
event.    If you have questions, please contact Joan Halsted (jkhalsted@gmail.com) or Lisa Bricault 
(lisajean66@live.com)   or Coleen Clapper (ccrn52@aol.com).    In a couple of months we will ask you 
to sign up to reserve your table.

 TEAM effort
Youth Group Mission Trip

Presbyterian Youth Network of Cayuga-Syracuse Presbytery
2018 Summer Mission, will be held from June 24 to June 30, 2018
https://groupmissiontrips.com/trip-types/home-repair/camillus-ny-2018 
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Thank You 

Dear friends at Liverpool First Presbyterian Church,

Melissa and I want to thank you for your recent gift in support of our work in Zambia.  Financial and 
prayer support are critical for us to do the work we’ve been called to do here.  The support we receive 
from LFPC is a perfect example of what Presbyterian World Mission means when it says, We do 
mission in partnership.

Melissa and I arrived back in Zambia in mid-November, and just as we arrived, she had a stomach 
virus.  We stayed in Lusaka until she was road-ready for the 10 hour drive to Lundazi.  

We finally arrived home in Lundazi to pretty severe power problems, going up to three days without 
electricity, which also affected our having water.  When the grocery store is two hours away, it 
complicates things.  The situation has now improved and while it doesn’t stay on all the time, we have 
power for about 12 hours each day, and that’s enough to keep things in the freezer and refrigerator 
cold.  Fortunately Presbyterian World Mission approved reimbursement for a generator to provide 
power if we need it.  We have a group coming from First Presbyterian Church of Burlington, NC, next 
month, and the generator will come in handy.

We are both settling back into our work routine, as well as life in Zambia.  We’ve been busy at Chasefu,
working to get crops planted.  The rains began in November, and have been a little spotty, but I believe
it’s finally safe to say rainy season has arrived.  The Model Farm is planting maize, and the Agricultural
Income Generating Activity is planting pigeon peas, groundnuts and soybeans.  During a recent trip to 
Malawi, I got some coffee bean seed and we’re going to plant a test plot to see how it performs.   

Melissa is getting her ducks in a row to begin a sewing and education project which provides washable,
reusable feminine hygiene products for girls, to keep them in school.  She’s been involved with a 
program called Days for Girls beginning with our short term work in DR Congo.  

We want to thank you again for your recent gift to our support and your prayers.  Your ongoing 
support is appreciated.  Please express our gratitude to our friends there.

Here’s wishing all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

Blessings, Charles and Melissa Johnson

A reminder that you can keep up with the mission of the Johnsons at:
Profile, Prayer Cards, and Newsletter Signup:
https://www.presbyterianmission.org/ministries/missionconnections/charles-and-melissa-johnson/                    

Zambia mailing address: PO Box 530124, Lundazi, Zambia 10100

Email: Charles_Johnson@pcusa.org or Melissa_Johnson@pcusa.org

Thanks to all the deacons and those who helped with Pastor Garrett's 50th birthday 
celebration! A wonderful time was had by all that attended the coffee hour in his honor on Dec. 17th!

From the Floral Committee: Please sign up for flowers for a Sunday of your choice to remember a

special occasion on the Floral Chart outside the Church Office. In December we celebrated:

Dec. 3rd     -in celebration of John’s 16  th   birthday from the  Pfeffer Family. 

     -in loving memory of Mark Paul Joslyn given by the Putman family.

Dec. 10th- Glory to God and in celebration of the 25  th   Wedding Anniversary of Billy & Debbie Copp.
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Dear Friends,
 
As we are on the cusp of a new year, it occurred to me that I had a message I wanted to send to all of 
you.
 
What a wonderful group of people we are. I just helped John and Becky Krebs with the gifts from the 
Angel Tree, as we were cataloging  and packing the gifts, it was heartwarming to see how generous we 
were to those who had very little to look forward this Christmas. As an adult we are capable of 
appreciating the true gift of Christmas, but a child isn’t capable of that understanding. I knew that 
there would be children with either a new toy or warm clothes, because those of us who could, helped 
Sana’s helper.
 
I was the recipient of some surprise gifts from some of the people who care about others, even if the 
gift was s fun gift, or perhaps one so special I cried when I went home. I was certainly not expecting a 
gift from anyone, because the gift of friendship that I have been endowed with was certainly filled with 
the love I feel the need for more often than anything else. I have told Garrett how much I look toward 
Sundays, when I am having a hard day.
 
Even then I think of those of us who have traveled painful roads that are excruciating. Some of those 
we care very much for, we have had to say goodbye to. We will hopefully find peace in knowing that 
those we have said farewell to, will be waiting for us when our time comes.
 
So my friends, I hope you had a blessed and peaceful holiday, and we will all look after each other, so 
everyone knows how much we love each other.
 
Peace to All, Karen Judge  

CNY Photographers
Meets 6:30pm every third Monday of the Month at LFPC.  This month's meeting

is on Monday Jan. 15th in Fellowship Hall. All are welcome. 

January Birthdays
1 – Mary Gorman

2 – Becky Krebs

5 – Leah Cirillo

6 – Joe Gorman, Lisa Gaffney

9 – Zoie Carlisle

15 – Amber Thayer

18 – Jessica Gorman

19 – Bill Calnan

20 – John Krebs

24 – Simon VanHoute

29 – Haley Everts

31– Arlene Carlisle

The February Newsletter Deadline is Jan. 22 by 12 noon. Heather is in the office Mon.-Fri.
from 9:15 a.m. to 1:15 p.m Please get all articles and pictures into the church office by 1/22. You

may call Heather at 315-457-3161 or email lfirstpr@twcny.rr.com.  

Bottle Drive
We are still collecting 

returnable cans and bottles for 
the preschool. There is a bin 

downstairs outside of 
Fellowship Hall to place your 

donations. Please rinse the 
cans and bottles out first. 

Thanks!

Remember the Food Pantry

Just a gentle reminder that as you 
shop for the food pantry consider 
purchasing 
lots of fruits and vegetables. Foods 
with 7 grams of protein are 
considered “protein”.

LFPC Food Pantry Shopping List:  
-Canned Vegetables, -Canned Fruit 
in juice or water (not syrup), -100% 
juice

Protein rich foods 7 grams per 
serving: -Beans, -Canned meats, -
Canned fish, -Peanut butter

Please remember to take your 

offering envelopes if you have 

not done so already. 

Thank You!
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